Constitution of the Veteran Student Organization (VSO) 

of Rowan University 

ARTICLE I: NAME

The name of this organization is the Veteran Student Organization (henceforth VSO).  The name of this document is the Constitution of the Veteran Student Organization.

ARTICLE II: PURPOSE AND SCOPE

· Section #1-Purpose of the Organization

· [1.1] The purpose of the organization is to foster a sense of belonging among veterans at Rowan University.

· [1.2] To support and uphold veteran issues

· [1.3] To support and guide student veterans transitioning to and from Rowan University.
· Section #2-Purpose of the Constitution

· [2.1] The purpose of this constitution is to create and define the organizational structure for the Veteran Student Organization.  The constitution shall also contain all policies of an integral nature to the operation of the Veteran Student Organization.

· [2.2] The Veteran Student Organization may not have any policies that contradict the constitution.

· [2.3] The Veteran Student Organization will not participate in any acts subversive to the welfare of the nation, nor will it associate itself with any other organization that is subversive.

· Section #3-Officer Instillation

Officers shall be installed during the first meeting in the semester in the same term for which they have been elected to serve.

· [3.1] The instillation will be conducted by the advisor

· [3.2] The Oath of Office will be administered as follows: 

Advisor: “Raise your right hand and repeat after me:”

Officer: “I do solemnly swear or affirm that I will faithfully execute the Office of (office elected to) of the Veteran Student Organization, of Rowan University in Glassboro, New Jersey.  I will to the best of my ability preserve, protect, and defend the constitution of the Veteran Student Organization and the United States of America, as well as be a mentor, coach and role-model that other veteran students can look up to.  I vow to uphold the highest levels of integrity, citizenship, academic excellence, and the values held by the Veteran Student Organization, all veterans, and the United States Defense system.”

· Section #4-Procedures

· [4.1] The Veteran Student Organization, of Rowan University, shall function in accordance with the order of business listed below.

· [4.2] The order of business of all meetings shall be: 

· Call to order

· Pledge of Allegiance

· Executive committee report

· Officer reports

· Old Business

· New Business

· Announcements/Ideas

· Adjournment

ARTICLE III: MEMBERSHIP

· Section #1-Eligibility

· [1.1] An individual is eligible to be a member of the Veteran Student organization if he or she is eligible to participate in a student organization as detailed in the policies of Rowan University

· [1.2] An individual is eligible to be a member of the Veteran Student organization regardless of their involvement with the United States Defense system.

· Section #2-Dues

· [2.1] The Veteran Student Organization is a non-profit student organization created to unite veteran students, as well as proceed with community projects that relate to veterans.  No dues are necessary to become a member.

· Section #3-Induction

· [3.1] An eligible individual becomes a member of the Veteran Student Organization if he or she is interested in uniting Veteran students at Rowan University.

· [3.2] Attendance is encouraged but not mandatory to be a member, unless the member is an officer of the organization.

· Section #4-Duration

· [4.1] An eligible individual remains a member of the Veteran Student Organization for the duration of their college experience, after they have met the qualifications for induction, provided he or she remains eligible for membership.

· Section #5-Rights of Members

·  [5.1] All members have the following rights under membership: 

· No hazing or discrimination will be used as a condition of membership in this organization

· No university student may be denied membership on the basis of race, creed, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, national origin, marital status, parental status, disability, or status within the United States Defense system or lack thereof.

· All members have a right to free speech and any other constitutional amendment, stated in the Constitution of the United States of America.

· [5.2] Members who will be returning the following academic year have the following additional rights:

· He or she will be able to run for an officer position

· Section #6-Non-Student Participants

· [6.1] Individuals ineligible for membership may be allowed to participate in the organization at the discretion of the advisor and student officers.

ARTICLE IV: EXECUTIVE BOARD

· Section #1-Executive Board Positions

· [1.1] The following positions are available in the Veteran Student Organization:

· President

· Vice President

· Secretary

· Treasurer

· SGA Senate Representative

· Advisor

· [1.2] The Executive Board will hold their position for a term of 1 school year, September-May.

· [1.3] The Executive Board will be sworn into office according to the Officer Instillation of Article II, Section 3, 1 and 2.

ARTICLE V: ELECTIONS AND VACANCIES

· Section #1-Term of the Executive Board

·  [1.1] The term of the Executive Board shall run for 1 school year, September-May.

· Section #2-Election Process

· [2.1] Elections will be held on the last meeting of the Spring semester

· [2.2] The election officials will accept nominations from the general membership.  Another member must second these nominations.  A person may be nominated for more than one office, but can only be inducted in one office.

· [2.3] Elections must take place by ballot

· [2.4] Nomination and election of officers will take place in the following order: 

· Each candidate for each office will present their speeches in the following order: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and SGA Senate Representative.

· Once each candidate has presented their speeches, they must leave the room and members of the organization will vote by secret ballot in the following order: SGA Senate Representative, Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President, President.

· [2.5] Each office will be filled by the person receiving the greatest number of votes for that office.

ARTICLE VI: REMOVAL AND EXPULSION

· Section #1-Removal from the Veteran Student Organization or the Executive Board.

· [1.1] No member should be removed from office or the organization unless agreed to by the advisor of the organization

· [1.2] A member/officer is removed from office or the organization if they no longer comply with the policies of Rowan University on participating in a student organization.

· [1.3] Once a member/officer is removed from office, the position is considered vacant, to be filled by another election specified by the Advisor.

· [1.4] The Veteran Student Organization shall set policy regarding appropriate reasons for expulsion.

ARTICLE VII: RATIFICATION

· We, the undersigned Veteran Student Organization of Rowan University in Glassboro, New Jersey, after a three-fourths affirmative vote of those members present, do hereby agree to follow the guidelines of these By-Laws.

_______________________



________________________

Eric J. Smith





Major John DiDonato

President





Advisor

_______________________



_______________________

Jarrod J. Littleton




Todd A. Mingin
Vice President





Secretary

_______________________



________________________

Mike C. Phelan




Dr. Melissa Arnott

Treasurer





Founder of Organization

