South Jersey - Breaking news from Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester, Ocean and Salem counties - NJ.com

UPDATED: 12 :31 p.m. EDT, October 08, Jersey City, Partly Sunny with Thunderstorms 82° F « Complete Forecast Homepage Site Index RSS Feeds About Us Contact Us Advertise
2007
l:l E UTSTANI:IING TRAVEL DEAI.S'UI"IEELIE\.‘AELEVACA‘II{]N PACKAGES = - FREE PRIZE DRAWINGS EVERY HOUR!
R by (e i

Q
£

Everything Jersey

NEWS SPORTS FORUMS BLOGS MULTIMEDIA | ENTERTAINMENT SITE INDEX JOBS AUTOS REAL ESTATE | CLASSIFIEDS SHOPPING

NJ.com - South
Jersey SO search:[ Enter Keyword(s) |

SOUTH JERSEY NEWS
What's happening right now in South Jersey GLOUCESTER
COUNTY CLERKS OFFICE

Raceway brings new hope to old
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County news and information:

MILLVILLE (AP) -- After more than a decade on the drawing board,
construction is under way on a car racing complex that aims to rev up this
downtrodden city's economic engine.
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- . spells politicians on
longer course, the complex will have two shorter courses of about 2 miles sarade
each. And he says a daily rental is costing the club about $17,000 a day --
more than other tracks they use.
MORE BLOGS
But Minkin, who has a 1977 Porsche 911 set up for racing, said that it's South Jersey Life
still an exciting development for car enthusiasts. . = 'Paint the Township
Pink’

It's closer to Philadelphia than the Pocono Raceway, and he noted, "It
appears it's going to be a superior road course to Pocono."
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Track organizers say well-heeled sports car enthusiasts could fly into the o CLration ol

Millville Municipal Airport next to the facility, stay at a condo for the Scouting’ with Pitman.

weekend and take spins in their sports cars, which could be garaged at Troop 55

the raceway. 5 = Looking for ladies in
Mantua

For those without private jets, the track is within a three hour-drive of

New York, Philadelphia and Washington for those who follow the speed

limits.

o = Meetings for Monday

o = Picture-Perfect Pets

Patrons can buy memberships, just like at country clubs: $5,000 to join MORE ENTRIES »
and $2,400 a year.

The builders are also hoping the tracks will be used for testing by car
makers and the cart track becomes the centerpiece of corporate team-
building retreats.

Millville has suffered as southern New Jersey's glassmaking industry
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evolved over the last 30 years, from a huge employer that makes bottles
for Budweiser to a smaller one that largely serves the specialized glass
needs of the pharmaceutical industry.

The city has had some success attracting new manufacturers. And it has
used loans and grants to lure artists into town. The result is a downtown
that's gone from half-vacant to surprisingly active.

Mayor Quinn said drivers, race fans and their families can help the
stabilized downtown becoming a booming one.

"We need to get more feet on the street," he said.

A Rowan University study that found the track could have about 1,500
jobs on-site and create about 4,500 elsewhere in the region and
eventually add more than $200 million a year to the region's economy.

Quinn said he understood the potential of the racing complex after he
visited Virginia International Raceway.

"Any time there is an event at VIR, our hotels are at or near capacity and
so are our restaurants,” said Jeff Reed, Danville's assistant director of
economic development.

On the Net:
Thunderbolt Raceway
Virginia International Raceway
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