ADVISING HANDBOOK FOR ENGLISH MAJORS OR MINORS

How Do I Declare English as My Major or Minor?

To declare English as a major or minor, fill out the appropriate paperwork at the Center for Academic Advising & Exploration (CAAdE) Center in Savitz Hall (www.rowan.edu/advising).  In the English Department, fill out our information sheet for your file and find out who your advisor will be.  You will have an opportunity to meet with your advisor at least once a semester (usually October and March), during the registration period for the following semester.  CAAdE provides advising for freshmen in the English department.
English majors complete 36 semester hours in English; English minors complete 24 semester hours in English.  To graduate, English majors must earn a total of 121 credits, with a minimum GPA of 2.00 overall and 2.00 in the major.  Students pursuing Elementary Education certification or Secondary Education certification should check with advisors in the College of Education to determine credit requirements and minimum GPA requirements.

Who Are the English Faculty?

Dr. Nathan R. Carb (B.A., College of William and Mary; M.A. and Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania) specializes in British literature.  He regularly teaches modern European drama and Shakespeare I and II.

Dr. Tanya Clark (B.A., Clark Atlanta University; M.A., University of Rhode Island; Ph.D. Temple University) specializes in nineteenth-century American literature, nineteenth- and twentieth-century African-American literature, and women’s studies.
Dr. Joseph Coulombe (B.A., University of St. Thomas; M.A., University of Minnesota; Ph.D., University of Delaware) specializes in American Realism and Naturalism, along with Native American literature.
Dr. William Friend (B.A., College of the Holy Cross; M.A., Syracuse University; Ph.D., University of Washington) is an Americanist specializing in poetry.  Several of his own poems have been published in literary journals.
Dr. Afrodesia McCannon (B.A., Oberlin College; M.A. and Ph.D., University of California, Berkeley) is a comparative literature specialist with particular interests in the medieval period and nineteenth-century American literature.  She also enjoys teaching World Literature. 

Dr. Catherine Parrish (B.A., Chatham College; M.A. and Ph.D., University of Virginia) is an Americanist specializing in the American Renaissance.  She also enjoys teaching World Literature and Asian Literature.

Dr. Barbara Patrick (B.A., M.A., and Ph.D., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill) is primarily an Americanist, with interests in both British and American literature of the twentieth century and special interests in American women’s writing.

Dr. Lee Talley (B.A., Cornell University; M.A. and Ph.D., Princeton University) has interests in both British and American literature, specializing in Victorian literature and children’s literature.
Dr. Timothy Viator (B.A. and M.A., University of Louisiana; Ph.D., Auburn University) specializes in British literature of the Renaissance, Restoration, and eighteenth century, with a particular interest in drama (of all periods), comedy, and Latino literature.

Dr. Cindy Vitto (B.A., Susquehanna University; M.A., Duke University; Ph.D., Rice University) teaches early British literature, specializing in medieval literature.  She also teaches American English Grammar on a regular basis.

As an English Major, Which Track Am I On?
Every English major is on one of three curriculum tracks:  B.A. in English (liberal arts degree), B.A. in English with a B.A. in Education (dual major – Elementary Education certification), or B.A. in English with a B.A. in Education (subject matter – Secondary Education certification).  Each track has its own requirements.  Students pursuing teacher certification must confer each semester with their advisors in the College of Education to ensure that they are meeting certification requirements and taking courses in the proper sequence.
No matter which track you are on, English major requirements are basically the same.  All English majors must take the following courses:


Literary Studies (foundation course and prerequisite for Seminar I)


British Literature to Romanticism (offered only in the fall)


British Literature Since Romanticism (offered only in the spring)


US Literature to Realism (offered only in the fall)


US Literature Since Realism (offered only in the spring)


Shakespeare I (normally offered only in the fall)


English Seminar I (should be taken junior year or fall semester of senior year;



prerequisite for Seminar II)


English Seminar II (should be taken during senior year)

In addition to the above courses, students seeking teacher certification must take American English Grammar, a 200-level English elective, and two 300- or 400-level English electives.

Liberal arts English majors (not seeking teacher certification) must take two 200-level English elective and two 300- or 400-level English electives.

NOTE:  

1. Students who wish to take fewer or no 200-level electives may fulfill elective requirements with courses at the 300 or 400 level.

2. The fifth digit in the nine-digit course number indicates course level.  Modern American Poetry, for example, with a course number of 150232701, is an elective at the 300 level.  

3. Courses preceded by a dollar sign in the schedule are general education courses.  English majors should NOT take these courses unless required to do so for other purposes—as is the case with Readings in World Literature, a general education course required for secondary teaching certification at Rowan.

4. Seminars are limited to twelve students who meet with their professor around the 

conference table in Bunce 349.  Professors offer seminars on topics of their choice, usually reflecting their current research interests.  Seminar topics are posted on the department’s bulletin board during each registration period so that students may select a seminar based on their interest in particular topics.  We have offered seminars recently on Native American Literature, Literary Theory, Science Fiction, the Arthurian Legend, and the Holocaust. 

5. Consult English program guides for additional information about general education requirements and suggested course sequences.

What Is Required to Minor in English?
In addition to maintaining a 2.0 GPA, students who minor in English must complete the following course requirements:


Literary Studies (foundation course)


One of the following survey sequences:



US Literature to Realism and US Literature Since Realism



OR

British Literature to Romanticism and British Literature Since Romanticism


One of the following:

Readings in British Literature (for students who completed the US

 Literature survey courses)

OR

Readings in US Literature (for students who completed the British Literature survey courses)


Shakespeare I


English Seminar I


100- or 200-level English elective designated as multicultural/global


300- or 400-level English elective

What Policies Should I Be Aware Of?
1. A student may not attempt a course more than twice without going through an appeals process.  Be aware that withdrawing from a course after the drop/add period constitutes one attempt.

2. If you stop attending a class, you must withdraw officially or you will receive an F for the course.  In addition, you must withdraw before the final four weeks of the semester or you will need a Dean’s signature (requiring documentation of extraordinary circumstances).

3. If you receive a grade of “incomplete” for a course, the “I” becomes an automatic “F” if the work is not completed and graded before the end of the next 15-week semester.

4. You must earn a grade of C- or better in English major courses.

5. English majors cannot take courses in the major on a pass / no credit basis.  Courses outside the major may be taken on a pass / no credit basis.  Each semester, the Registrar publishes a list of approved P / NC courses in the course schedule.

6. The English Department may accept up to four courses (12 credits) in the major for transfer students.  Once a student has matriculated, however, the department will not accept transfer credits in the major.  Matriculated students may take general education courses at other institutions but should obtain the signature of their advisor and the department chair beforehand.  Note that courses transferred from other institutions are not figured into the GPA.

7. Check the bulletin board outside the English Department on a regular basis for important information, and also check your Rowan e-mail for announcements from the English Department.

Contact Information:
Dr. Catherine Parrish, Chair 
856-256-4324

parrish@rowan.edu
Theresa Craig, English Department Secretary

856-256-4065

craig@rowan.edu
