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                     COLONIAL NORTH AMERICA, 1500-1775
Course Description:

This is an upper division, topics course that will cover the early colonial experience of Europeans in the Americas from Columbus' first voyage to the maturation of Euro-American societies in the mid-eighteenth century. The course will cover white/Indian relations; the establishment of European settlement and English culture; political and social development of the colonies; slavery, work, and labor in the Atlantic economy; regional, racial, and ethnic diversity; and Indian and imperial wars.  This will entail not only an investigation of the differences among Europeans in their conquest and colonization of the Americas but also the experiences of Native Americans before and after Europeans arrived.  The interactions of European settlers with Native Americans and later enslaved Africans, and the creation of a multi-racial world, will be a major focus of the course. 

Required Books:

Colin G. Calloway, The World Turned Upside Down:  Indian Voices from Early America (St. Martin’s Press, 2004).

Jill Lepore, Encounters in the New World:  A History in Documents (Oxford University Press, 2000).

Gary Nash, Red, White, and Black:  The Peoples of Early America 5th Edition (Prentice Hall, 2006).

Brett Rushforth and Paul Mapp, Colonial North America and the Atlantic World:  A History in Documents (Prentice Hall, 2009).

Betty Wood, Slavery in Colonial America, 1619-1776 (Rowman and Littlefield, 2005). 

Course Requirements:

1. Class Participation.  Students will be graded on their participation in class discussions, both in small and large groups and in-class exercises.  This is worth 20% of the final grade.

2. Group Discussions.  Working in teams, students will lead one class discussion based on the assigned readings.  This is worth 15% of the final grade.  

3. Research Paper.  Detailed instructions on this assignment will be forthcoming.  This is worth 20% of the final grade.

4. Mid-term Exam.  The mid-term will be an essay exam on material from the texts, lectures, and discussions.  This is worth 20% of the final grade. 

5. Final Exam.  The final will be an essay exam on material from the texts, lectures, and discussions.  This is worth 25% of the final grade.

Attendance Policy
Class attendance is required and will be taken into consideration when determining the final grade. Frequent, unexplained absences (three or more) will result in a reduction in your final grade.  If you miss class, you are responsible for the material covered that day.  All excused absences must be substantiated with documentation.  Chronic lateness for no legitimate reason can also affect your final grade.  
All students are expected to come to class having completed the reading and ready to take part in thoughtful and substantive discussions of the materials.  Students are encouraged to share intellectual views and discuss freely the ideas and principles of the course materials.  This course seeks to create a comfortable learning environment where all views can be explored and students treat each other with respect.  

Academic Integrity Policy
All direct quotations, factual information, and material that are not common knowledge should be cited correctly, i.e., all citations should be listed as footnotes or endnotes and not as parenthetical references.  Please follow the Chicago Manual of Style guidelines for proper citation.   Students who plagiarize any part of their written work will receive an “F” for the course and their academic misconduct will be reported to the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and to the Provost of the university.  The Academic Integrity Policy can be found in the Student Information Guide:  www.rowan.edu/studentaffairs.infoguide.

Disability Policy
Disability Statement from the Faculty/Staff Handbook:

“Your academic success is important.  If you have a documented disability that may have an impact on your work in this class, please contact me.  Students must provide documentation of their disability to the Academic Success Center in order to receive official University services and accommodations.  The Academic Success Center can be reached at 856-256-4234.  The Center is located on the 3rd floor of Savitz Hall.  The staff is available to answer questions regarding accommodations or assist you in your pursuit of accommodations.  We look forward to working with you to meet your learning goals.”

Course Outline, Assignments, and Deadlines:

9/2

Introductions
9/9

The Americas Before Contact



 Read Nash, ch. 1; Rushforth/Mapp ch. 1; Lepore, intro and ch. 1
 DISCUSSION


9/16  

Europeans, Indians, and Colonization


  
Read Calloway, ch. 1; Rushforth/Mapp, ch. 2; Lepore ch. 2 and 4 

             
DISCUSSION

9/23

Spanish America
              
Read Nash ch. 2, Rushforth/Mapp, ch. 3 and 4; Lepore, ch. 3

              
DISCUSSION  

SUBMIT 2 PAPER TOPICS

9/30

French America


  
Read Rushforth/Mapp, ch. 5 and 16



DISCUSSION

10/7
 
British America
              
Read Nash, ch. 3, Rushforth/Mapp, ch. 6 and 7; Lepore, ch. 5

              
DISCUSSION

10/14       
The New England Way

              
Read Nash, ch. 4; Rushforth/Mapp, ch. 8 and 9; Lepore, ch. 7

              
DISCUSSION

10/21
  
The Caribbean Connection
              
Read Nash, ch. 5; Rushfort/Mapp, ch. 10 and 11
   
  
DISCUSSION


  
PRELIMINARY BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE

10/28     
Slavery in the New World


  
Read Nash, ch. 6; Lepore, ch. 6; Wood, chs. 1-5

 
DISCUSSION      

11/4
  
MIDTERM EXAM
11/11

The Middle Colonies


Read Rushforth/Mapp, ch. 12 and 14

 
DISCUSSION

11/18  
 
Ethnic, Racial and Religious Diversity

             
Read Nash, ch. 7 and 8; Rushforth/Mapp, ch. 13 and 15; Wood, ch. 6 and 7
             
DISCUSSION
11/25    
NO CLASS 

12/2       
Encounters in the Backcountry


 
Read Nash, ch. 9; Rushforth/Mapp, ch. 18; Calloway, ch. 2, 3, and 4

             
DISCUSSION 
12/9 
 
The Challenges of Empire

             
Read Nash, ch. 10 and 12; Rushforth/Mapp, ch. 17 and 19 

 
RESEARCH PAPER DUE

12/16    
FINAL EXAM:  5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
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