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THE HOLOCAUST

Course Description and Objectives: 

Using primary sources produced by the Nazi regime between 1933 and 1945 and by Jewish victims as well as secondary sources and documentary films, this course surveys the destruction of the European Jews during the Second World War.
After exploring the history of European antisemitism before the war, the course then examines the origins and implementation of the Holocaust from the perspectives of both perpetrators and victims. It will also evaluate the response of governments, and populations of several European countries that were under Nazi occupation, as well as the policies of the United States, Great Britain and the Christian churches. Finally, the course will examine the trials of the Nazi war criminals. Lastly, it will discuss the question of holocaust denial.
This course has three main goals:

· to deepen your understanding of the history of the Holocaust, investigating particular areas of interest

· to provide you with a detailed familiarity with the historiography of key topics and the general theories in the field of fascism studies
· to challenge you to develop your skills at reading, writing, discussing, and analyzing both primary and secondary sources

Required Materials: 

Raul Hilberg, The Destruction of the European Jews (1985)

Chaim Kaplan, The Scroll of Agony: The Warsaw Diary of Chaim Kaplan (1999)

Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz (1996)

Donald Niewyk, The Holocaust: Problems and Perspectives of Interpretation (2003) 

Leni Yahil, The Holocaust: The Fate of European Jewry 1932-1945 (1990)
All other readings will either be e-mailed to you or will be on reserve in the Library
Course Format:

The course will be conducted largely as a seminar style class.  Seminar format means that discussions rather than lectures will constitute the major part of the course. There will be no formal lecture although I will provide guidelines and material to help you understand the readings and I will direct the discussions towards a thorough understanding of the topics. To do well, you must keep up with the extensive readings and prepare in advance to discuss and reflect on issues contained in them. To help you prepare for these discussions, I will occasionally provide “focus questions” for you to concentrate on while completing the readings. Please note that the workload for this course is heavy.
Grading: 

Your grade will be based on the following

1/ Class participation. You are expected to attend all class meetings and to complete the readings by the date assigned. Class participation is worth 25% of your final grade 
Please note that class attendance is required and will be taken into consideration when determining the final grade.  The first two absences will not adversely affect your grade. After that, I will reduce your final grade by one level for each unexplained absence. Thus, a B grade on the paper would be reduced to a B-. Excused absences will be only granted on the basis of an official note from a physician or a Rowan’s official such as a coach, a professor, a counselor etc. 
2/ Unannounced quizzes. There will be unannounced quizzes throughout the semester. The student should be prepared for each and every class as there may be a quiz on any given day. The questions will be about the most important information and ideas from the reading. You can drop your lowest score. The Quizzes are worth 15% of your final grade
3/ Research Paper (8-10 double-spaced typed pages with bibliography and notes). The research paper should explore one aspect of the Holocaust, which we did not cover class and about which you would like to learn more. Topics might include: the history of antisemitism in Germany, the experience of Jews in one particular country, the comparison of the fate of the Jews with that of other groups persecuted by the Nazis, the fate of children during the Holocaust, the attitude of neutral countries during the Holocaust, the Soviet Union and the Holocaust. A proposal is due on October 8th. Please also include a preliminary bibliography, indicating which books, articles, and/or documents you will be using for your paper. This paper is worth 20% of your final grade. It is due on November 24th.
4/The Mid-term will be taken on October 20th. It will consist of one essay question (you will be given a choice of two) and five identifications (you will be given a choice of seven). The Mid-term is worth 20% of your final grade.
4/ Final exam will be taken during the last day of class, December 10th.  It will follow a similar format as the mid-term and will cover the material from after the mid-term. The Final exam is worth 20% of your final grade
	Material Covered 
	Week/Date
	Homework (Take notes on listed chapters)

	PRIVATE
Introduction
Documentary “The Longest Hatred”
	Sept. 1
	

	Origins of the Holocaust

	Sept. 3
	Hilberg, Chapt 1

Niewyck, pp.12-24


	The development of Nazi antisemitism and Jews in pre-war Germany
	Sept.8
	Yahil, Chapter 2
Niewyck p.39-47 (end of first paragraph)


	Nazi Germany and the Jews in the 1930s
	Sept. 10

	Hilberg, Chapter 2 

	Kristallnacht 
	Sept. 15
	Yahil, pp. 109-116

Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair, pp. 119-144

Primary Sources: 

Heydrich, “Kristallnacht Order” (1938) @ 
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/Heydrichkristal.html
Hassel, “Kristallnacht” (1938) @ 
Y.S. Herz, "Kristallnacht at the Dinslaken Orphanage," http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/Dinslaken.html


	The Refugee crisis of the 1930s
	Sept.17
	Yahil, pp. 91-104, 117-122
Henry Feingold, The Politics of Rescue, Chapter 2
Primary Source: 

Decisions taken at the Evian Conference on Jewish Refugees

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Holocaust/evian.html

	Documentary “ The Shanghai Ghetto”
	Sept.22
	Yahil, pp. 615-618 

Start Chaim Kaplan, Scroll of Agony (first third)


	Invasion of Poland and Ghettoization
	Sept.24
	Hilberg, Chapter 4

Chaim Kaplan, Scroll of Agony (Second third)

	Life in the Warsaw Ghetto
	Sept.29
	Finish Kaplan, Scroll of Agony (Last third)

	Cooperation in the Ghettos and Labor Camps

Documentary “Chaim Rumkowski and the Jews of Lodz”


	Oct.1
	Yahil, 198-217

Niewyck, 142-148, 163-79



	Resistance in the Ghettos and Labor Camps
	Oct.6
	Yahil, Chapter 17

Niewyck 148-163



	Mass Murder in the East: The mobile killing operations Einsatzgruppen
	Oct.8
	Hilberg, Chapter 4 

Recommended Yahil, chapter 10

 Primary documents on Einsatzgruppen, 1941-42 from Noakes & Pridham,2 483-509 
Paper Proposal Due



	The Final Solution 

	Oct.13
	Yahil, Chapter 12

Browning, "From 'Ethnic Cleansing' to Genocide," 1-25 

Primary Source: 

Göring Order to Heydrich, 31 July 1941, in http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/timeline/order1.html


	Documentary or Film to be announced
	Oct.15
	Revise


	Mid term
	Oct.20
	

	Deportations 
	Oct.22
	Hilberg, chapter 5


	The Extermination Camps
	Oct.27
	Hilberg, chapter 6 

 Yahil, pp. 356-378 



	The Perpretators
	Oct.29
	Hillberg, Chapter 7


	Life in the Concentration camp 
	Nov.5
	Primo Levy (complete)


	Rescuers and Bystanders in Nazi Europe (1):Eastern Europe: the Case of Poland


	Nov.10
	Niewyck, 182-207

Jan  Gross, “Polish-Jewish relations during the war: an Interpretation, “Dissent, January 1987



	Rescuers and Bystanders in Nazi Europe (2): Western Europe

Documentary or Film to be announced


	Nov.12
	Michael  R. Marrus and Robert Paxton: “The Nazis and the Jews in Occupied Western Europe”, Journal of Modern History, 54 (1982)

	The Allied and the Holocaust (1)
	Nov.17
	Hilberg, Chapter 8
Niewyk, 249-259.



	The Allied and the Holocaust (2)

	Nov.19
	Peck, Sarah E. “The Campaign for an American Response to the Nazi Holocaust, 1943-1945.” Journal of Contemporary History, 15, no. 2 (1980): 367-400

Louise London, “British Responses to the Plight of the Jews in Europe, 1933-1945,” M.

Berenbaum and A.J. Peck, eds., The Holocaust and History. 

(1998), 510- 517.

.



	The Churches
	Nov.24
	Pawlikowski, “The Catholic Response to the Holocaust. Institutional Perspectives, in M. Berenbaum and A.J.Peck,eds., Holocaust and History (1998), 551-565.
Niewyk, 249-259.
Research Paper Due



	Aftermath 
	Dec.1
	Bauer Chapt 15

Dalia Ofer, “From Illegal immigrants to Cyprus Detainees 1946-1949”, in M. Berenbaum and A.J.Peck,eds., Holocaust and History (1998), 551-565.


	The Prosecution of Nazi War Criminals 
	Dec.3
	International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg @ http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/article.php?lang=en&ModuleId=10007069
The Search for the Perpetrators

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/article.php?lang=en&ModuleId=10005167
The Eichmann Trial

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/article.php?lang=en&ModuleId=10005179
Steven Rogers, “The Prosecution of Nazi War Criminals from IMT to OSI”



	Holocaust Denial

+Revision
	Dec.8
	Holocaust Denial and Definition
http://www.holocaust-history.org/denial/abc-clio/


	Final Exam
	Dec.10
	


