American Intellectual History 

Prof. Emily Blanck

Tuesday 10:50-1:30

Rob 323

OFFICE: Robinson Hall, 215E
Phone: 256-4500x3994

Office Hours: Mon & Tue 1:30-2:30 
Email: blancke@rowan.edu
This course, American Intellectual History, covers the history of ideas in the United States.  This type of history has had a troubled place in the popular consciousness of Americans because Americans tend to be suspicious of intellectuals and ideas.  Americans, highly empirical beings, tend to believe that they live their lives not according to fashionable ideas, but according to the needs that they have.  If there are any ideas that shape their behavior and values, Americans tend to believe that they are universal, unchanging ideas that do not need stroking by intellectual elites.  Perhaps most cherished of these unchanging, universal ideas is freedom.  Freedom, however, is an idea, an intellectual construction, and in the United States it has changed and varies greatly by the perception of individuals.  All classes of Americans, however, have shaped these changing meanings of freedom, including intellectuals, slaves, entrepreneurs, politicians, women, young soldiers, and the youth.  This class will explore intellectual history by showing the evolution of two concepts: First, Americas’ conflicted relationship with ideas; and second, our shaping and reshaping of the meaning of freedom.  

Objectives  This class will trace trends in American ideas of the intellectual and freedom but will also improve students’ abilities to read and discuss texts critically and give students practice researching as they evaluate an individual in American intellectual history.

EVALUATION
Quizzes (20%) Since reading is a priority for this course, there will be no exams, only weekly quizzes on the reading.  The readings by William Goetzmann are optional.   On those weeks with Goetzmann readings, the quiz will have extra credit questions to reward those readers.  One quiz grade may be dropped.  


Flow Chart (10%) By the end of the semester, each student will create a flow chart of 1860-1960 that documents the evolution of the idea of freedom.  We will do an example chart for the first half of the class.  Ideas from the first half should continue onto this chart.  
Participation and Attendance  (20%) All students will be required to attend and actively participate in class.  Your participation grade will be multiplied by the percentage of classes attended.  If you leave or join half-way through a class, that will be counted as half of an absence.  Students who attend every class (100% attendance including no excused absences) will get a perfect score on their lowest quiz grade as a reward.  
PROJECT: All aspects of this project should be submitted online on WEB CT before class begins. (50% of final grade (Percentages below are the breakdown of the 50%)) 

 Part One: Choose an Individual Each student will choose one intellectual to study for the semester.  All parts of the project will draw from this individual.  Two students may not do the same individual. (10%)

Part Two: Preliminary Bibliography  Students must submit a list of 10 scholarly books or articles (secondary sources) and 5 primary sources that shed light on the life and ideas of the chosen individual.  This list should be in proper bibliographic format according to the Chicago Manual of Style.  (15%)

Part Three: Annotated Bibliography Students must turn in an annotated bibliography of the 5 most important scholarly books or articles (secondary sources) and 2 primary sources.  Each source should have one substantial paragraph describing the source’s usefulness in understanding ideas of freedom and the individual’s role as an intellectual in society.  (30%)

Part Four:  Presentations Each student will give a two or three minute presentation on their individual.  The presentation should tell the class briefly about the individuals’ ideas. A handout about your individual should also be submitted to me one week in advance to pass out to class. (15%)
Part Five: Final Exam During the final exam period, each student will answer one question, in a long essay about his or her individual.  The answer should be thorough, well-thought out and show that the student read and can use those primary and secondary sources on their annotated bibliography.  (30%)

Policy Statements
Plagiarism: Plagiarism in all forms will NOT be tolerated.  "If you are pressed for time or lacking in ideas, be advised that plagiarism is your worst option.  While a poor but honest paper gets you an F [on that paper], a plagiarized paper gets you an F in the entire course, as well as any penalties that may be imposed” by the University.
  Please indicate that you are familiar with plagiarism by signing that you have read the sheet: "The Use of Sources in Writing Research Papers," which is available on the History Department website.   I will not grade your papers without your signature. 

Turnitin.com According to the proposed University policy on turnitin.com.  

Rowan University has a licensing agreement with Turnitin, an online service to help prevent student plagiarism. As part of this course I will be using Turnitin at my discretion to determine the originality of your work. If your work is submitted to Turnitin, it will be stored in the Turnitin database. You have the right to refuse either to submit your work to Turnitin or have the university do so; availing yourself of this right will not negatively impact your success in the course.

If you do not wish to use Turnitin you must notify me by e-mail within two weeks of today’s date. If you object to the use of Turnitin I will use other procedures to assess originality.   Assignments on the Course Schedule are required to be turned in to the program are labeled Turnitin.com in bold.

Citations  Citations and bibliographies must be in the Turabian, Chicago Manual of Style format.  
Late Papers, Absences : Late work on the project will be docked one half a letter grade per day (+/-).  Quizzes cannot be made up, except in instances of an officially excused absence (Sickness, death in the family, etc…), at which time an alternative assignment will be offered.

Email Accounts/Blackboard  I will periodically send emails to the class.  I will use your Rowan email account.  If you do not read the Rowan account, please set up a forward command on your Rowan account to the account you use most frequently. If you normally do not use email, please learn how to use the Rowan email system.  Likewise, this course will use Blackboard extensively; please be comfortable with using it.  In particular, you must learn how to ATTACH FILES to Blackboard with a document in MS Word or .rtf format. 
READINGS:

Eric Foner, The Story of American Freedom (1998)

William Goetzmann, Beyond the Revolution  (2009) OPTIONAL 
Emily Blanck, Bibliobase, Readings in Intellectual History (2008)  THIS IS AVAILABLE ON ELECTRONIC AND REGULAR RESERVE. 
John Chalburg, Emma Goldman  (1991)

Other readings will be available on Blackboard. 
Please bring readings or excellent notes to the readings to class every class session.  We will refer back to specific points in the text.  

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES
Bibliobase readings refer to the number of the document, not the page number.  Likewise, in Foner the number refers to the chapters due that week.  All Goetzmann readings are optional and will have an extra credit quiz question to reward those students who read it.  Each part of the project is placed by its due date in italics.  All readings will be covered in the quiz every week.  

	Date
	Topic
	Reading and Assignments

	9/1
	Introduction to Course
	

	9/8
	What is Intellectual History? What is Freedom?: An intellectual discussion
	Foner, Introduction; Goetzmann, Introduction, Chapter 1

	9/15
	Colonial and Revolutionary Period
	Foner, Chapter 1; Goetzmann, Chapter 2; Bibliobase, 1-7, 9

Part One due

	9/22
	Constitutional and Early Republic Period
	Goetzmann, Chapter 3; Bibliobase 11-16

	9/29
	American Slavery
	Foner, Chapter 2; Bibliobase, 10; David Walker, Frederick Douglass, George Fitzhugh 

	10/6
	Capitalism and the New Nation
	Foner, Chapter 3-4; Goetzmann, Chapter 5; Bibliobase, 16, 17, 18; O’Sullivan, Skidmore
Part Two due

	10/13
	Romanticism, Transcendentalism and Freedom for Women
	Bibliobase 8, 19-24, 26, 27,  31; Whitman, Stanton; Goetzmann, Chapter 16

	10/20
	Civil War and New Freedom for Blacks
	Foner, Chapter 5; Goetzmann, Chapter 15, 19; Bibliobase 25, 29; Washington, Anderson

	10/27
	Populism, Progressivism and Pragmatism

NO CLASS 11/3 
	Foner, Chapter 6-7; Hofstadter, 14; Bibliobase 28,30, 32, 33, 34Part Three due

	11/10
	 Emma Goldman and the idea of Anarchism 
	Chalberg, Emma Goldman

	11/17
	Struggle of Civil Rights
	Foner, 8, 9, 12; Bibliobase 35, 36, 39

	11/24
	WWII and the Cold War
	Foner, 10, 11;

	12/1
	Conservative Freedom and Music
	Foner 13; Bibliobase 38 Part four handout due.

	12/8
	Presentations
	Part Four presentations

	12/15
	Final Exam 12:30-2:30
	(Part Five)


SOME POSSIBLE SUBJECTS FOR PROJECT

Abigail Adams, first lady

Alaine Locke, Harlem Renaissance writer

Albert Einstein, scientist

Alexander Hamilton, first Secretary of Treasury

Andrew Carnegie, businessman

Ann Bradstreet, Puritan writer

Ann Hutchinson, Puritan dissenter

Anna Julia Cooper, early black feminist

Ayn Rand, philosopher

Benjamin Franklin, writer, politician

Betty Friedan, white feminist

Black Elk, Sioux leader

Bob Dylan, singer

Brigham Young, Mormon leader

C. C. Brigham, scientist/psychologist

C. Wright Mills, sociologist, Marxist

Cesar Chavez, Chicano leader

Chaim Potok, Jewish writer

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, writer

Charles, Pierce, philosopher

Cotton Mather, Puritan Theologian

David Boaz, libertarian leader

Edmund Wilson, scientist, writer

Eldridge Cleaver, black panther, writer

Eleanor Roosevelt, first lady

Emily Dickinson, poet

Eric Williams, historian, marxist

Francis Perkins, first female cabinet member

Franklin Delano Roosevelt, president

George Bancroft, historian

Gerda Lerner, historian

Geronomo, Apache leader

Henry Adams, economist

Henry David Thoreau, philosopher

Herbert David Croly, economist 

Howard Zinn, historian, activist

Ida Wells Burnet, writer, activist

James Baldwin, writer

James Madison, architect of Constitution

James Weldon Johnson, writer/poet

Jane Addams, social reformer

John Adams, second president


John C. Calhoun, Southern thinker and Senator

John Dewey, philosopher

John Humphrey Noyes, reformer

John Marshall, Supreme Court Justice

John Maynard Keynes, economist

John Muir, environmentalist

John Quincy Adams, “most intelligent” president

John Ross, Cherokee leader

Langston Hughes, poet

Learning Hand, Jurist

Lionel Trilling, literary critic

Louis Brandeis, Supreme Court Justice

Louisa McCord, Southern writer

Marcus Garvey, black activist

Margaret Fuller, writer, Transcendentalist

Margaret Mead, anthropologist

Maria Stewart, lecturer

Martin Delany, polymath

Mary Church Terrell, lecturer/feminist

Mary McCarthy, writer

Mercy Otis Warren, pamphlet writer

Milton Friedman, conservative economist

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Supreme Court Justice

Paul Broca, scientist/phrenologist

Pontiac / Obwandiyag, Delaware leader
Reies Lopez Tijerina, Chicano activist

Reinhold Neibuhr, Theologian

Roger Williams, Puritan dissenter

Ronald Takaki, historian

Samuel Gompers, Labor Leader 

Sitting Bull, Lakota Chief

Stephen Jay Gould, biologist

Thomas Jefferson, polymath

Thomas Kuhn, philosopher of science

Thorsten Veblen, social critic

William Ellison, writer

William James, philosopher

Woodrow Wilson, president

Woody Guthrie, singer

� Hyman Rubin, "History 131: United States History, Colonial to 1877" (Syllabus: Emory University, Spring 1997), p. 2.  





