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Specific Course Objectives:

American History from colonial times to 1865 is a daunting study in both scope and complexity. In an effort to preserve the complexity, this course will narrow the scope to four main themes.  They are:

1. The evolution and meaning of American political, social, and economic rights.



2. The development American ideas and institutions.



3. The economic transformation from mercantilist colony to early 



industrialization.



4. The global context of American foreign policy.

Particular attention will be paid to the ways in which people negotiate their lives amid the economic and ideological constraints of the times. While the format of the class necessitates a certain periodization for lectures and readings, the four main themes will provide a framework upon which they rest.  The course will be generally chronological, but each lecture will address a broad, general topic.

Required Readings:

The reading assignments are noted in the Daily Class Schedule. These assignments are relatively short, but the material is dense and therefore, should be read by the assigned dates. Failure to keep up with the reading will result in an immense burden just prior to the exams and cannot be “crammed” easily. 

Alan Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation Vol. I:  To 1877 5th Edition (New York:  McGraw Hill,  2006) ISBN:  978-0-07-330701-5

Benjamin Franklin ,The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, Charles W. Eliot (ed) (Dodo Press, 2006) ISBN 978-14065005511
Harriet Ann Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, Written By Herself, Lydia Maria Child (ed.) ISBN 978-1406510010
Policies - Attendance: Believing that the interaction between the instructor and the students provides the best learning environment, daily attendance is required for a successful completion of this class. Examination questions will oftentimes be discussed at length during class time and quizzes may not be made up (if you need to miss a quiz, there are two dropped from the final evaluation).
Woody Allen says that most of success is simply “showing-up.”

Students should come to office hours when they have questions regarding course material or assignments. 

Policies - Academic Dishonesty:
Academic dishonesty is not tolerated at Rowan University. Such behavior threatens the integrity of other students and the institution itself. Consequently, there is zero tolerance for cheating or plagiarizing. Students who cheat in History 150 can expect to fail that assignment (with no make-up) and will be reported to the Dean of Students for further disciplinary action. Plagiarizing on the written assignments (taking someone’s words for your own) will receive a zero (and no make-up).  Such infractions are subject to specific sanctions. Please review the Rowan University catalog pages on “Academic Policies and Procedures.” Rowan University has a license agreement with Turnitin to help prevent student plagiarism. As part of this course I will be using Turnitin at my discretion to determine the originality of your work. If your work is submitted to Turnitin, it will be stored in the Turnitin database. You have the right to refuse either to submit your work to Turnitin or to have the university do so; availing yourself of this right will not negatively impact your success in this course. If you do not wish to use Turnitin you must notify me by e-mail within two weeks of today’s date. If you object to the use of Turnitin I will use other procedures to assess originality.

Policies – Behavior:
Students are expected to behave in an appropriate manner that is respectful of the subject matter and their fellow students. Consequently, no beepers, cell phones or casual chit-chat are allowed. Students who engage in the above behavior may be asked to leave the room. (This instructor may grant a one-time-only permission for a cell phone in an emergency situation.)

Evaluation: Grades will be based on the students’ ability to explain historical events. This will place emphasis on both clarity and logical development.

1.
There will be two examinations during the semester.  Each exam will consist of a short answer and essay format. It is expected that each student will take the exam at the expected time with his/her class. Under special circumstances, with prior approval of this instructor, a make-up exam may be scheduled. Warning !! Make-up exams are by nature more difficult than the in-class exam.   Final exams may NOT be made up because final grades are due to the registrar 48 hours after the final. 

2.
There will be twelve simple quizzes on the Brinkley book. Each quiz will be worth ten points and I will drop the two worst grades in my final evaluation. Quizzes can not be made up. 

3. 
Assignments – Critical Review
Students are required to read an additional book of their own choosing, but with instructor approval. The subject must be about American history and coincide with the time frame of this class (up to1865). Students must then write a 3-4 page critical review assessing the quality of the author’s argument. Their analysis must answer the following:  1) What is the author’s argument?  2) How does the author defend that argument? What evidence does he provide? 3) What is the quality of those sources? 4) Is the argument, therefore a valid one? It must be typed and quotations must be cited. All papers must conform to a standard academic style sheet (MLA. CMS, APA). Extensive errors in mechanics or format will be penalized. The due date is variable either November 11th or November 16th. Each will be considered late any time after its respective due date. The papers will go down one grade for each tardy week. 

4.
Assignments – Group Discussions

At four different times during the semester, there will be assigned topics for group discussion. The groups may have up to 4 members and will be given a series of questions. Students will then discuss these topics, present their findings to the class and hand-in their written notes. The group grade will be evaluated by the thoroughness of the notes and presentation. These are worth 15 points each.  (Students who are absent and want credit must write a one-page paper on the day’s topic.) The dates are: Sept 23, Oct 5, Nov 23 and Dec 9.
5.
Extra Credit:  From time to time there may be appropriate lectures on campus. I will notify you what lectures will permit extra credit. A student would receive 10 points for attending this lecture and writing a short paragraph on its content. I have worksheets for 2 extra credit movies and there may be appropriate tv shows for students to watch for credit. A student may do this up to an additional 20 points for the semester.

Final grades will be calculated in the following manner:

Critical review



100 points

ten quizzes at 10 pts each

100 points

Group Discussions at 15 pts each
  60 points

Mid-term exam (Oct 12th & 14th)
120 points

450-500 points = A

Final exam (week of Dec 15th)
120 points

400-449 points = B









350-399 points = C






500 points

300-349 points = D











299-below        = F

Daily Class Schedule: (subject to change)
9/2
Introduction


Syllabus

9/7
QUIZ on syllabus

Red, White and Black – First Settlements


Rdg: Brinkley Chap 1

9/9
Early Settlement – Puritans and Natives


Rdg:  Brinkley Chap 2

9/14
QUIZ Chaps 1 & 2

Early Settlement – The South


Origins of slavery


Rdg:  Brinkley Chap 3

9/16
Slavery


Witches in Salem

Rdg:  Brinkley Chap 3

9/21
QUIZ Chap 3

Awakenings & Enlightenment


Rdg: Brinkley Chap 4

9/23
Group Discussions

Colonial Society – Economics and Empire


Rdg: Brinkley Chap 4

9/29
American Revolution – Stirrings of Revolt
Rdg:  Brinkley Chap 4

9/30
QUIZ Chap 4

American Revolution – War & Society

A New Government – Articles of Confederation


Rdg: Brinkley Chap 5


        Autobiography of Ben Franklin

10/5
QUIZ Chap 5


Group Discussions
A New Government – The Constitution

Rdg:  Brinkley Chap 6


         Autobiography of Ben Franklin

10/7
QUIZ Chap 6


Extra-credit for first half is due

A New Government – Federalists and Republicans


Prep session for mid-term


Study for mid-term

10/12
 MID-TERM EXAM

 Short Answer  & Franklin Essays
10/14
MID-TERM EXAM



Lecture Essay – lectures and readings from 9/2
10/19
Early Republic – Jeffersonian America

Rdg:  Brinkley Chap 7

10/21
QUIZ Chap 7


Jeffersonian America

Rdg:  Brinkley Chap 8
10/26
Early Republic – War and Nationalism


Rdg:  Brinkley Chap 8
10/28
QUIZ Chap 8

Jacksonian America


Rdg:  Brinkley Chap 9

11/2
Jacksonian America


Rdg: Brinkley Chap 10
11/4
Jacksonian America

Rdg:  Brinkley Chap 10
11/9
QUIZ Chaps 9 & 10


Industrial Revolution Early Industry


Rdg:  Brinkley Chap 11
11/11
CRITICAL REVIEWS DUE – FIRST WAVE

Industrial Revolution – Commerce and Courts

Rdg:  Brinkley Chap 11

11/16
CRITICAL REVIEWS DUE – FINAL WAVE
Industrial Revolution – Labor and Class


Rdg: Brinkley Chap 11

11/18
Cotton, Slavery & the Old South


Rdg:  Brinkley Chap 12

11/23 
Group Discussions 
Cotton, Slavery & the Old South

Rdg: Brinkley Chap 12
11/25
 American Society – Culture & Reform

Rdg: Brinkley Chap 12
11/30
QUIZ Chap 11 & 12
Impending Crisis – Expansion & War

Rdg: Brinkley Chap 13

         Harriet Jacobs

12/2
Impending Crisis – 1850s


Rdg: Brinkley Chap 13


         Harriet Jacobs

12/7
QUIZ Chaps 13

Impending Crisis - Succession


Rdg: Brinkley Chap 14


         Harriet Jacobs

12/9 
QUIZ Chap 14


All assignments and extra-credit due


Group discussions

Civil War – Society


Rdg: Harriet Jacobs
12/14
Civil War – Military Campaigns

Prep session for final


Study for final 

12/TBA
FINAL EXAM 


Lectures and readings from 10/20

