United States History to 1865, 05150, Section 13, CRN 40133, Fall 2009
Prof. Armiger

Class meets: T/R, 12:15 pm - 1:30 pm, Education 2103, 9/1/09 - 12/19/2009
Email: armiger@rowan.edu
Course website: http://www.udel.edu/History/armiger/hist05150 
Email is the best way to contact me. Please identify yourself fully and include your contact information in your emails.

Office Phone: 856-625-9973

Office Hours: T/R, 9:00-10:30 am in the History Department, 2nd floor, Robinson Hall. I am also available to meet by appointment.
Course Description 
In this course we will study the history of the American nation beginning with an overview of the Americas, pre-Columbian contact, and concluding with the Civil War, the defining moment that cemented the union and charted the course for our modern, industrial society. Through lecture and discussion, aided by the use of text and primary source documents, we will examine critical themes in the American narrative, including, but not limited to, regional differences that shaped colonial identities; contested visions of the young nation’s political and economic destiny; the paradoxes of liberty and freedom; and the concept of an exceptional American identity. Expect that we will touch upon the more traditional themes of politics, economy and society, but that weight will also be given to issues such as social life, culture, class, labor, race, gender, ethnicity and technology.

Required Texts
1. Roark, et al, The American Promise: A Compact History, Volume I to 1877, Third Edition, ISBN: 0312448414, ISBN-13: 9780312448417 (textbook) 

2. Johnson, Michael, Reading the American Past, Volume I to 1877, Fourth Edition, ISBN: 031245967X, ISBN-13: 9780312459673 (reader)

These books can be found packaged together at the Rowan University Bookstore; or you can find them online at sites like Amazon or Textbooks.com. If you buy online, ensure that you are getting the correct editions with the correct ISBNs. There is also a companion website to the website at: http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/roarkcompact3e/
Assignments and Percentages

Historic Site Paper…10%

First Exam…20%

Second exam…20%

Third exam…20%

Source paper…25%

Discussion/participation…5%
Percentages are subject to change at instructor’s discretion.
Grading Scale
A
94-100

A-
90-93

B+
87-89


B
84-86

B-
80-83

C+       77-79

C 
74-76

C-
70-73

D+
67-69
D
64-66

D-
60-63

F 
59 and below

Grading Rubric

A grade of “A” will be awarded for outstanding work; “B” is awarded for solid, better than average work; “C” is awarded for work that is merely average or satisfactory, but shows no distinction or serious effort; “D” is awarded for work that is substandard and seriously flawed; and “F” is for work that is unacceptable. 
Expectations and Etiquette                               

· Attendance is vital to your successful completion of the course. A significant amount of absences may be grounds for a reduction of a student’s grade. If I have an unexpected absence, then I will notify the class via email.
· Professionalism and integrity are expected at all times. Students should complete all assigned readings, participate in the classroom and engage with the material. Participation and discussion factor into your course grade. 
· All readings are expected to be completed before coming to class the day on which they are assigned. Ensure that you are aware of the daily and the week-long reading assignments, as well as the material specifically noted for discussion. 

· It is your responsibility to check you university email account on a regular basis or to have your university email forwarded to the email account you use regularly. Please check the course webpage to download the syllabus and assignments.

· The study of history requires careful reading, critical thinking, and analysis. From the subject matter and documents studied in the course, you will become better-versed in the basic skills of historical inquiry, historical argumentation, historical synthesis, and historical interpretation. You will be able to determine, analyze, and make arguments for cause and effect, change and continuity, periodization, context and comparison over time.

· Unless otherwise noted, all papers must be in twelve-point font, Times New Roman, double-spaced and with 1 inch margins. Citations must follow either the parenthetical citation form (MLA) or the footnote/endnote citation style (Chicago Manual of Style or Turabian). All papers should include a bibliography or works cited page. 
 
· Extensions will not be granted in this class, except in extreme mitigating circumstances. Extra credit will not be granted in this class.
· Make use of my office hours and/or my email.  If you are unclear about material and/or an assignment, please see me. Do not wait until the last few weeks or the last few days of the course to discuss urgent or critical problems. Communication is essential to a successful and productive course experience.
·  Please turn your cell phones off or place them on vibrate. No IPods, mp3 players, etc., are allowed in class and absolutely no text messaging. Text messaging during class time is grounds for being asked to leave the room. Laptops may be used in class, but only for note-taking purposes. If you are found using a laptop for other means during class time, you may be asked to turn it off. 
· Please exercise common courtesy at all times. Finally, when emailing the instructor, please identify yourself fully, including first and last name, as well as contact information. Be professional in all that you do!

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism      

“All members of the Rowan community are responsible for understanding what constitutes academic dishonesty; upholding academic integrity standards and encouraging others to do likewise; and knowing the procedures, rights and obligations involved in the Academic Integrity Policy. Academic dishonesty, in any form, will not be tolerated. Students who commit an act of academic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary sanctions up to and including expulsion from the university.”
· Please familiarize yourself with the Rowan University policies on academic honesty and plagiarism, available on the web at: http://www.rowan.edu/provost/policies/documents/AcademicIntegrityPolicyandRAIVForm_000.pdf
· If a student is caught cheating or plagiarizing, the assignment will receive a zero and further action may be taken.
Course Schedule and Weekly Reading Assignments
SECTION ONE: THE ANCIENT AND COLONIAL AMERICAS

September 1st Weekly Assignment: Roark Ch. 1 & 2 


Course introduction


Pre-contact Americas; European Encounters


Discussion: None this week

Suggested website, the “The Ancient Architects of the Mississippi,” National Park Service Archaeology Program http://www.nps.gov/history/archeology/feature/feature.htm 

September 8th Weekly Assignment: Roark Ch. 3


Spanish Conquest, the Mexica and the Columbian Exchange


British North America and the Southern Colonies


Discussion: Johnson 2-3 and 2-4

Also suggest perusing the “Maps of the Mid-Atlantic Region” at the New York Public Library http://www.nypl.org/research/midatlantic/index.html
September 15th Weekly Assignment: Roark Ch. 4


British North America—New England and the Mid-Atlantic


Anglicization of the Colonies, the New Jersey story

Discussion: Johnson 3-1, 3-4, & 4-3; suggested additional reading of 3-5 & 4.1; Suggested additional readings John Smith’s “The Starving Time,” http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6593; “So we must one…otherwise we shall all be gone shortly,” Narragansett Chief Miantonomi http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6227 

September 22nd Weekly Assignment: Roark Ch. 5 


Colonial America in the 18th Century: Regionalization and Unification

Discussion: The early enlightenment and first great awakening in colonial New Jersey, Phillip Vickers Fithian, read the article, available at: http://www.journalofamericanhistory.org/teaching/2003_09/article.html
September 28th Weekly Assignment: Roark Ch. 6; historic site paper due in class on 

Thursday, October 1st

            The Ties That Bind: The British Empire and Colonial Crisis

Discussion: Johnson 6-2, 6-3 & 6-4

Suggest visiting the “Imperial Struggles” unit of the France in America website http://international.loc.gov/intldl/fiahtml/fiatheme4.html#track1, a joint project of the Library of Congress and the Bibliotheque nationale de France

SECTION TWO: THE MAKING OF AN AMERICAN NATION 

October 6th Weekly Assignment: Roark Ch. 7

First exam on Tuesday the 6th, excludes material assigned for this week


The Age of Revolution; the War for America; the “cockpit of the Revolution”

Discussion: familiarize yourself with New Jersey’s role as the “cockpit of the Revolution;” go to http://www.njhistorypartnership.org/home_page.html, click on the “American Revolution” unit and complete the “What would you do? Washington, Howe, Cornwallis and the New Jersey campaign” interactive activity at the bottom of the page
Possible film segment from Liberty: The American Revolution series
Suggested additional reading, Johnson 7.1, 7.2 & 7.3 

October 13th Weekly Assignment: Roark Ch. 8

The War for America cont’d

Building a Republic: From the “Critical Period” to the Constitution

Discussion: Johnson 8.3 & 8.4; suggested additional reading 8.2

Suggest visiting the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia http://www.constitutioncenter.org/ncc_home_Landing.aspx 
Possible film: A Midwife’s Tale; visit the film website here http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/midwife/ 
October 20th Weekly Assignment: Roark, Ch. 9


The Constitution cont’d; New Jersey’s “Petticoat Electors”


The New Nation Takes Form: The Federalist Period

Discussion: Johnson 9-4; go to http://www.njhistorypartnership.org/home_page.html, click on the “Market Revolution” unit, then SUM, and then complete the “Alexander Hamilton and the SUM” interactive feature, as well as the “Paterson Raceway Tour” feature  

October 27th Weekly Assignment: Roark Ch. 10 


From the Federalist Period to the Jeffersonian Republic


Discussion: Johnson 10.2 & 10.5, suggested addition reading 10.4
November 3rd Weekly Assignment Roark Ch. 11

No class on Tuesday, Nov. 3rd for Election Day

Rough outline, thesis and source choice for final paper due on Thursday, the 5th


The Expanding Republic

Discussion: None this week, but suggest perusing the Morris Canal interactive activity at http://www.njhistorypartnership.org/home_page.html, click on the “Market Revolution” unit, then “Transportation,” then “Morris Canal”

Also suggest additional readings, Johnson 11.3, 11.4 & 11.5

SECTION THREE: THE CRUCIBLE OF WAR

November 10th Weekly Assignment: Roark Ch. 12

Second exam on Tuesday the 10th, excludes material assigned this week


The New West and the Free North

Discussion: Johnson 12.2 & 12.4; read the “Introduction” to Women and Equality in the 19th century here http://chnm.gmu.edu/exploring/19thcentury/womenandequality/index.php 

November 17th Weekly Assignment: Roark Ch. 13 
             The Slave South

             Discussion: Johnson 13.4 & 13.5; suggested additional reading 13.1

             Possible film: Unchained Memories: Slave Narratives

             Suggest perusing the Library of Congress website for the slave narratives recorded by 

             the Federal Writers Project from 1936-1938 (from which Unchained Memories is drawn)


 Find additional resources on American slavery at the PBS website for Slavery and the Making of America http://www.pbs.org/wnet/slavery/ 

November 24th Thanksgiving Recess, no class this week

December 1st Weekly Assignment: Roark Ch. 14


            The House Divided

            Discussion: Johnson 14.1 & 14.3; suggested additional reading 14.2
December 8th Weekly Assignment: Roark, Ch. 15

Source paper due in class on Thursday, December 10th

The Crucible of War
Discussion: Johnson 15.1 & 15.3; visit “Images of the Civil War,” from the Ken Burns The Civil War site and the Library of Congress, and work through the “Telling Details” interactive activity http://www.pbs.org/civilwar/images/ 


Possible film: segments from Ken Burns, The Civil War
December 14th-19th: Final exam time, TBA
Armiger 6

