Western Civilization Since 1660

HIST 101.02
Anthony Nardini

MW 10.50—12.05 PM
3110 Education Hall
Fall 2009

Course Objectives

This course is designed to give students a broad understanding of the major historical developments and events occurring in Western Civilization from the mid-17th century to the present.  Students will be challenged to recognize these developments within the context of modern life and critically evaluate their historical significance.  Emphasis will be placed on a variety of themes, as the breadth of content will allow for multiple approaches and considerations.  Both primary and secondary sources, along with literary works, will be consulted, allowing for greater analysis and interpretation of history.  

Required Texts

Edgar E. Knoebel, ed. Classics of Western Thought, Vol. III: The Modern World, 4th ed.
Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness. Penguin Books.

Albert Camus, The Fall. Vintage Books.

Thomas H. Greer and Gavin Lewis.  A Brief History of the Modern World: Volume I1, since 

1300, 9th ed. (optional text)

Class Requirements

There will be one (1) mid-term exam, one (1) take-home exam, and a final exam, along with an analytical essay (3-4 pgs.) based on either Conrad or Camus.  Students are expected to consistently attend class, participate, and complete reading assignments, or their grades will reflect their lack of effort.  Weekly/bi-weekly quizzes or written assignments pertaining to readings may be given to assess students’ comprehension.

The grading breakdown:

Mid-Term Exam=20%

Take-Home Exam=15%

Analytical Essay=20%

Final Exam=20%

Class Participation/Quizzes/Assignments=25%

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty

Plagiarism and any form of academic dishonesty (cheating, collusion) will not be tolerated.  If any student is found to be in violation of the University’s policies on plagiarism and cheating they will be punished accordingly.  The History Department’s statement on plagiarism can be found at http://www.rowan.edu/history/plagiarism.html
Office Hours

I will be available before and after class for students who have any questions or problems.  If these times do not work, speak with me for an appointment or e-mail me at Nardini@rowan.edu.  Do not hesitate to speak with me if there are any issues or problems concerning the class. 

Your academic success is important. If you have a documented disability that may have an impact upon your work in this class, please contact me. Students must provide documentation of their disability to the Academic Success Center in order to receive official University services and accommodations. The Academic Success Center can be reached at 856-256-4234. The Center is located on the 3rd floor of Savitz Hall, Glassboro Campus. The staff is available to answer questions regarding accommodations or assist you in your pursuit of accommodations. They look forward to working with you to meet your learning goals.
Course Schedule

2 Sept.

Introduction and Overview of Class
7 Sept.

NO CLASS—Labor Day

9 Sept.

The Discipline of History; Modernity and Western Civilization

Excerpts from “Inaugural Lecture on the Study of History, 1906,” Lord Acton, found at: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1906acton.html 

“How to Read a Primary Source,” found at http://www.bowdoin.edu/writing-guides/primaries.htm
Summary of Immanuel Wallerstein, The Modern World System: Capitalist Agriculture and the Origins of the European World Economy in the Sixteenth Century, found at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/wallerstein.html
14 Sept.

Foundations of the Early Modern Period: The Scientific Revolution



Knoebel: 1-19, 20-30

16 Sept.

Science Applied: Human Nature and the Organization of Society


Knoebel: 31-42, 59-82


“On Social Order and Absolute Monarchy,” Jean Domat, found at: 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1687domat.html
21 Sept.

The Enlightenment: Progress and the Future


Knoebel: 154-165, 141-153
23 Sept.

The Enlightenment cont’d.
Knoebel: 178-201, 166-177; excerpt from Voltaire, “Patrie,” found at 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1752voltaire.html
28 Sept.

The Ancien Regime and the French Revolution


Knoebel: 131-140


Excerpts from “What is the Third Estate?” Abbé Sieyes, found at:



http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/sieyes.html 

Excerpts from The Social Contract, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, found at:



http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/Rousesau-soccon.html
30 Sept. 

The French Revolution, cont’d.


Knoebel: 202-220


The Levée en Masse, 23 Aug. 1793, found at:



http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1793levee.html
5 Oct.

Europe Reordered: The Early 19th Century


Knoebel: 338-349
Excerpts from The Philosophy of the Manufacturers, Andrew Ure, found 

at: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1835ure.html
Excerpts from The Condition of the Working-Class in England in 1844, Friedrich Engels, found at:

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1844engels.html
Begin Conrad, Heart of Darkness
7 Oct.

Europe Reordered, cont’d.
Knoebel 323-337
Excerpts from Materials for the Philosophy of the History of Mankind (1784) Johann Gottfried von Herder, found at: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1784herder-mankind.html
Excerpts from “Addresses to the German Nation,” (1806) Johann Gottlieb Fichte, found at: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1806fichte.html
Excerpts from “On Nationality,” (1852) Giuseppe Mazzini, found at:

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1852mazzini.html
12 Oct.

Tension and Change: Ideologies and Society in late 19th Century


Knoebel: 367-389, 390-404
14 Oct.

Mid-Term Exam
19 Oct.

Imperialism: Theory and Practice in the 19th Century


Knoebel: 577-583


Excerpts from Imperialism, (1902) J. A. Hobson, found at:



http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1902hobson.html


Excerpts from “The Sociology of Imperialism,” (1918) J. A. Schumpeter, 

found at: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1918schumpeter1.html
21 Oct.

Imperialism: Theory and Practice in the 19th Century, cont’d.


Discussion of Conrad, Heart of Darkness

26 Oct.

Science and Technology in the late 19th Century
Knoebel: 350-366; excerpt from Herbert Spencer, “Social Darwinism,” found at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/spencer-darwin.html
28 Oct.

Decline and Fall: The Catastrophe of the Great War



Knoebel: 655-663

Excerpts from the “The Junius Pamphlet” (1916) Rosa Luxemburg, found at: www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1916luxemburg-junius.html


Begin Camus, The Fall
2 Nov.

Shell-Shock: Intellectual Changes in Post-War Europe



Knoebel: 546-559



Excerpts from On European Civilization and the European Mind (1919, 

1922) Paul Valéry, found at: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/valery.html
“On Modern Uncertainty,” (20 July 1932), Bertrand Russell, found at:

http://users.drew.edu/~jlenz/br-hearst-uncertainty.html
4 Nov.

New Ideologies, New Regimes: Russia, Italy, Germany 



Knoebel: 583-596, 597-615



“What is Fascism?” (1932), Benito Mussolini, found at:



http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/mussolini-fascism.html


“The Twenty-Five Points: An Early Nazi Program” (1920), found at:



http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/25points.html
9 Nov.

The Second World War and The Holocaust


“The Horst Wessel Song”, found at:



http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/horstwessel.html


Nuremburg Laws, 1935, found at http://frank.mtsu.edu/~baustin/holo.html


(click on links)



Movie Screening: The Tin Drum (1979) Volker Schlondorff, director.
11 Nov.

The Second World War and The Holocaust, cont’d.



Examples of Nazi Propaganda, found at http://www.ushmm.org/propaganda/
Excerpts from Rudolf Hoess, “Testimony at Nuremburg Trials” (1946), 

found at: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1946hoess.html
16 Nov. 

Post-War Ethos: Existentialism


Knoebel: 616-634


Discussion of Camus, The Fall
18 Nov.
NO CLASS—Work on Take-Home Exam, Analytical Essay

23 Nov.

Existentialism, cont’d.


Discussion of Camus, The Fall


Movie Screening: I ♥Huckabee’s (2004) David O. Russell, director.

Take-Home Exam DUE

25 Nov.

NO CLASS—Thanksgiving Break
30 Nov.

Reordering the West: Europe in the mid-20th Century

“’Iron Curtain’ Speech” (5 March 1946), Winston Churchill, found at:

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/churchill-iron.html; “Soviet Statement, 1956,” found at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1956soviet-coop1.html;

“Brezhnev Doctrine,” found at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1968brezhnev.html; 
Movie Screening: The Battle of Algiers (1965) Gillo Pontecorvo, director.



2 Dec.

The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: Origins and Impact



Excerpts from The Jewish State (1896), Theodor Herzl, found at:



http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1896herzl.html


Movie Screening: Munich (2006), Steven Spielberg, director.



Analytical Essay DUE

7 Dec.

The Fall of Communism and the late 20th Century 



Readings TBA

Movie Screening: Good Bye, Lenin! (2004) Wolfgang Becker, director.

9 Dec.
Society, Globalization and, Terrorism: Present Day Issues


Readings TBA

14 Dec. 

What is Western Civilization?--Final Analysis and Reassessment



Readings TBA

15-19 Dec.
Final Exam

