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  RUSSIA TO 1914

This course focuses on the period of Russian history between the era of Ivan the Terrible and the collapse of the Romanov dynasty during World War I. The course is a survey of political, economic, and social developments in the Russian empire from the time of Peter the Great to the dual revolutions of 1917. The major themes to be treated will include the rise and fall of the Romanov dynasty; the repression of the intelligentsia; the consequences of war over the centuries; state sponsored modernization; the economic ramifications of expansion and imperialism; the evolution of a modern industrial and commercial system and its social consequences; the dilemma of modernization and relative backwardness; the question of Russia as a “developing nation;”  the “peasant problem;” the growth of cities; serfdom and village life; the imperfect nature of peasant emancipation; the peculiar nature of Russian social groupings; the growing role of specialists in the state; diplomacy and Russia’s aspiration to Great Power status.

The course aims to introduce students to some of the debates among scholars about the interpretation of major historical questions and to some of the sources from which our historical knowledge is drawn.  Finally, the course is intended to strengthen students' writing, analytical, and study skills.

You will also have the opportunity to read one of the greatest works of literature ever written, Anna Karenina, by the brilliant Russian author Lev Tol’stoi, the author of War and Peace. Anna Karenina is a chronicle of Russian life and society at all levels in the 19th century. 
Class attendance is required. Class participation is also required. This means having completed the assigned readings and it means answering questions as well as asking questions in class. Do not hesitate to participate in discussions and ask or answer questions.  

Course requirements: 1 map quiz; announced and unannounced quizzes on the readings; one 4-5 page essays on the reading; mid-term exam; final exam; final paper; participation in class discussions.

Basic Text:  James Cracraft, ed., Major Problems in the History of Imperial Russia 

Other Readings:   Leo Tolstoy, Anna Karenina
Plus xeroxed readings to be handed out in class.

1. (September 3) Introduction: Chronology and geography



Reading: Start reading Anna Karenina. It is long.



2. (September 10) Pre-Petrine Russia: Origins of the Russian State




Reading:  Cracraft, 4-20, 37-45.




   Start reading Tol’stoi, Anna Karenina
3. (September 17)  Peter the Great Transforms Russia
                                     Reading: Cracraft, 81-125.




Have read Tol’stoi, Anna Karenina, up to p. 116

4. (September 24)  Enlightened Absolutism: Catherine the Great




Reading: Cracraft, 166-205, 212-220



**Map Quiz in Class** 
5. (October 1)  Reform and revolt, romantic style:  Alexander I and the Decembrists

                                    Reading: Cracraft, 245-49, 256-67


**OCTOBER 5:   **Short Paper due**

6. (October 8) Conservatives and critics:  Nicholas I; the origins of intellectual 

dissent: men of the 1840’s.



Reading:  Cracraft, 268-82, 292-314




Have read Tol’stoi, Anna Karenina up to p. 236
7. (October 15)  Alexander II and the Great Reforms:  Serf society and emancipation.  
Reshaping society and the state: law, military, zemstvo




Reading: Cracraft, 315-358



**MIDTERM DURING FIRST HALF OF CLASS**

8. (October 22) Edges of empire: Expansion and ethnic diversity.

                                    Reading: Have read Tol’stoi, Anna Karenina,  up to p. 437


**QUIZ ON FIRST FOUR PARTS OF ANNA KARENINA**



9. (October 29) Theater of revolution: radicals and public life. Intelligentsia radicalism. 
Populism on trial

                                   Reading: Cracraft, 383-88





Continue reading Anna Karenina, to p. 551.
10. (November 5) Religion, conservatism and the countryside.  Alexander III, 
counter-reform, and Russian nationalism

                                   Reading: Cracraft, 362-383, 389-97.
11. (November 12) Radicalism and Social Change: Witte and industrialization




Reading: Cracraft, 468-79, 528-48.




Continue reading Anna Karenina, to p. 671




**QUIZ ON READING IN CLASS**

12. (November 19) NO CLASS. Professor at Conference.

**COMPLETE ANNA KARENINA DURING THANKSGIVING WEEK**

14. (November 30): The 1905 Revolution: Buildup, climax and aftermath



Reading: Cracraft, 595-611




**TEST ON ANNA KARENINA**
15. (December 7): Parliamentary politics and world war: the crumbling of absolutism




Reading: Cracraft, 619-660




**Final exam during exam week, December 15-19**


**Final Paper due by noon on December 15, in my mailbox in the History Department.  Possible topics to be distributed by me.**
