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Course Description
This course offers a survey of African history from the distant past to around 1800 C.E. and is structured around important themes and instructive case studies.  The class does not attempt a complete, chronological account of Africa’s vast and varied past.  Such an approach would merely overwhelm learners with unfamiliar names of people and places.  Instead, each week’s class addresses a general theme such as agriculture, urbanism, trade, Islam, or slavery.  Textbook readings help to explain the larger context of the theme, while primary sources, specialized texts, and occasional films focus on specific events or sites.  Lectures will highlight various case studies and will demonstrate their significance within broader processes of historical change.
Throughout the course, our primary focus will be the inventiveness and accomplishments of Africans as they interacted with their changing environments, with other African groups, and with people from other parts of the world.  We will situate Africa within its longstanding global connections, and you may be surprised to learn about the variety of ways in which Africans have exchanged with, borrowed from, and contributed to the wider world.

Course Objectives

· You will come to appreciate the geographical, cultural, linguistic, environmental, and historical diversity of the continent of Africa.

· You will be able to explain some of the historical processes leading to the “invention” of Africa.
· You will learn about early Africa’s interactions with the wider world and its place in global history.

· You will think, write, and speak critically about scholarly articles and books.

· You will become familiar with a wide variety of primary sources and innovative methods used in African history.
Course Format
The course will consist of a mixture of lecture and discussion.  Generally, on Tuesdays I will offer somewhat structured lectures which will involve images, occasional film clips, and (most importantly) dialog with all of you.  On Thursdays, we will engage in focused discussions of the week’s readings.  From time to time, I will need to lecture during part of Thursday’s class as well.  I expect you to finish reading all assigned texts before our Tuesday meetings.
Required Texts:  The books listed below are required for the course and are available for purchase in the campus bookstore.  Other course readings have been placed on reserve (electronic or print, as indicated below) or on Blackboard/WebCT.

· Christopher Ehret, The Civilizations of Africa:  A History to 1800 (Charlottesville:  University Press of Virginia, 2002).
· D.T. Niane, Sundiata:  An Epic of Old Mali, rev. ed. (Harlow, England:  Pearson Longman, 2006).

· David Northrup, Africa’s Discovery of Europe, 1450-1850, 2nd ed. (Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 2009).
Course requirements
1.  Map Quizzes, 9/10 and 9/24, in class.  Knowledge of Africa’s geography is crucial to understanding its history.  Map quizzes come very early in the semester, so I recommend beginning to study for them right away.  On 9/10, you will need to label Africa’s most significant geographic features (rivers, mountain ranges, deserts, etc).  I will give you a list of features to study.  The map you must label in the quiz will have the relevant geographic features drawn in; you will only need to identify them.  On 9/24, I will ask you to label the modern countries of Africa on a blank political map (which will include borders).  

2.  In-class midterm examination, 10/6.  This will test your understanding of material covered in the readings, lectures, and classroom discussions.  The exam will include short-answer type questions as well as one or more essay questions.  We will review material for the exam and discuss its format in more detail later in the semester.

3.  4-5 page paper, due 11/17 in class.  These papers will not require additional reading or outside research and should be based only on class readings, lectures, and discussions.  You will be required to think critically about the readings we have done so far and to place them in conversation with each other.  Thorough reading and comprehension of all assigned texts along with regular class attendance will best prepare you to perform well on these papers.  I will distribute a list of proposed paper topics two weeks before the due date, and you will need to choose one of these topics.

4.  In-class final exam, date TBA.  The examination will take place during exam week at our assigned time and location.  It will be cumulative, though it will focus more heavily on material presented later in the semester.  Like the midterm, the final will involve a variety of types of questions, including short-answer and essay.  I will hold at least one exam review session at the end of the semester.

5.  Class attendance and participation.  I expect each of you to attend class and to contribute regularly to discussions.  As a courtesy to those around you, please turn off your cell phones before entering the classroom.  Our classroom community values diversity of opinions and experience, and seeks to create a comfortable and respectful environment for the exchange of ideas.

The course requirements count toward your final grade as follows:

Two Map Quizzes:  10%





Final Examination:  25%
Midterm Examination:  20%




Participation and Attendance:  20%


4-5 page paper:  25%
Course polices

Regular attendance is required and expected, and I do keep track.  If you must miss class for an illness, school athletic event, or family emergency, please contact me by email in advance of your absence.  Absences for the above reasons are considered excused, and you will have an opportunity to make up work.  Unexcused absences will result in a participation grade of 0 for the day.  In addition, repeated lateness may also affect your grade.  

You must turn in all work on the date and time indicated on the syllabus.  Late submissions of work will result in the loss of one letter grade step per day (for example, from B to B- the first day past the due date, then from B- to C+ the second day, and so on).

Ethics and Academic Honesty

The University values and expects academic and personal integrity.  Ethical violations include cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, academic misconduct (including reuse of assignments).  To avoid plagiarism, you must properly cite direct quotations, paraphrased information, and facts that are not widely known.  Please use footnotes or endnotes following the Chicago Manual of Style.  For more information on Rowan’s Academic Integrity Policies, see the Student Information Guide, available at:  www.rowan.edu/studentaffairs/infoguide   

Classroom Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

This statement on disabilities is from the Faculty/Staff Handbook:  “Your academic success is important.  If you have a documented disability that may have an impact on your work in this class, please contact me.  Students must provide documentation of their disability to the Academic Success Center in order to receive official University services and accommodations.  The Academic Success Center can be reached at 856-256-4234.  The Center is located on the 3rd floor of Savitz Hall.  The staff is available to answer questions regarding accommodations or assist you in your pursuit of accommodations.  We look forward to working with you to meet your learning goals.”

Course Schedule and Reading Assignments

1
Introduction, Overview, Geography
September 1:  Introduction to the course; Why and how do we study Africa?; What do we already “know” about Africa?

September 3:  What do we already “know”? Part 2; Geography and climate in African history

Reading:

· Curtis Keim, “How We Learn,” in Mistaking Africa:  Curiosities and Inventions of the American Mind, 2nd ed. (Philadelphia:  Westview Press, 2009), 15-32. [e-reserve]
2
Origin Stories and Evolution

September 8:  Lecture—Human origins and African traditions of origin  

September 10:  First Map Quiz—geographic features of Africa; Discussion

Readings: 
· Ulli Beier, ed., The Origin of Life and Death:  African Creation Myths (London:  Heinemann, 1966), “Death and the Creator” (p. 3-6) and “The Revolt Against God” (p. 18-22). [e-reserve]
· Ann Gibbons, “Modern Men Trace Ancestry to African Migrants,” Science 292, no. 5519 (May 11, 2001):  1051-1052. Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/3083624
· John Noble Wilford, “A Different Take on Human Origins,” New York Times, 7 March 2002.  http://www.nytimes.com/2002/03/07/us/a-different-take-on-human-origins.html?scp=4&sq=human+origins+africa&st=nyt 

· Ehret, ch. 1
Film:  Basil Davidson, Africa: A Voyage of Discovery, Program 2 - "Mastering a Continent" (1984)
3
The Development of Pastoralism and Agriculture
September 15:  Lecture—Food production and community:  From gathering and hunting to farming and herding

September 17:  Discussion

Reading:
· M. A. Sowunmi , “The Beginnings of Agriculture in West Africa: Botanical Evidence,”  Current Anthropology, 26, no. 1 (1985):  127-129.  Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/2743005  
· Ehret, ch. 2 (read 26-35 and 55-58, skim 35-55) and ch. 3 (read all)

4
Technology, Trade, and Early Urbanism

September 22:  Lecture—Jenne-Jeno:  Society and Economy

September 24:  Second Map Quiz—modern countries of Africa; Discussion

Reading:
· Roderick J. McIntosh, "Clustered Cities of the Middle Niger:  Alternative Routes to Authority in Prehistory," in Africa's Urban Past , ed. David M. Anderson and Richard Rathbone. (James Currey and Heinemann, 2000), 19-34.  [e-reserve]
· Ehret, 159-192, 227-235

5
Northeast Africa to 1500


September 29:  Lecture—Axum (Aksum) and the Ethiopian Highlands; Midterm Review

October 1:  Discussion  

Reading:

· Stanley Burstein, ed., Ancient African Civilizations:  Kush and Axum (Princeton:  Markus Wiener Publishers, 1998), 77-100. [e-reserve]
· Ehret, 208-221, 291-309

Film:  Henry Louis Gates, Jr., The Wonders of the African World, Episode 4--"The Holy Land" (1999)
6
Islam

October 6:  In-Class Midterm Examination 

October 8:  Lecture—Islam, Africa, and the World; Discussion
Reading:
· Ibn Battuta’s description of Mali.  Ibn Battuta, Ibn Battuta in Black Africa,ed. Said Hamdun and Noel King (Princeton:  Markus Wiener Publishers, 1994), 34-48. [e-reserve]

· Al-Bakri, in Medieval West Africa:  Views from Arab Scholars and Merchants, ed. Nehemia Levtzion and Jay Spaulding (Princeton:  Markus Wiener Publishers, 2003), 9-22. [e-reserve]

· David Robinson, Muslim Societies in African History (Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 2004), chapters 3 and 4. [print reserve:  BP64.A1 R63 2004]
7
West Africa to 1500

October 13:  Lecture—Islam, Trade, and West African States

October 15:  Discussion

Readings

· Niane, Sundiata, entire book
· Ehret, 309-329
8
East Africa to 1500

October 20:  Lecture—Swahili , the East African Coast, and the Indian Ocean System

October 22:  Discussion

Reading:
· “Ibn Battuta:  The East African Coast in 1331” in Documents from the African Past, ed. Robert O. Collins (Princeton:  Markus Wiener Publishers, 2001), 8-14.  [print reserve:  DT1 .D55 2001]
· Mark Horton and John Middleton, The Swahili:  The Social Landscape of a Mercantile Society (Oxford:  Blackwell Publishers, 2000), chapter 5, “The Trading System of the Swahili Coast” (p. 89-114). [e-reserve]
· Ehret, 248-251, 275-285
9
Central and Southern Africa to 1500

October 27:  Lecture—Great Zimbabwe and “Bantu” Societies

October 29:  Discussion

Reading:
· Peter Garlake, “Great Zimbabwe and the Southern African Interior,” in Early Art and Architecture of Africa (Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 2002), 141-166. [e-reserve]
· Ehret, 241-247, 251-275, 370-373
10
Africa and the World, 1500-1800

November 3:  No Class, Election Day

November 5:  Lecture—Cultural, Economic, Social Exchanges 

Reading:

· Alvare II and Alvare III, “Kings of Congo:  Relations between the Kingdom of Congo and the Papacy,” in Documents from the African Past, ed. Robert O. Collins (Princeton:  Markus Wiener Publishers, 2001), 81-88.  [print reserve:  DT1 .D55 2001]
· Northrup, chapter 1
· Ehret, 373-379
11
Political Change and Innovation, 1500-1800

November 10:  Lecture—Jihad in West Africa; The Kingdom of Kongo

November 12:  Discussion


Reading:
· Giovanni Carazzi, “Queen Anna Nzinga,” in Documents from the African Past, ed. Robert O. Collins (Princeton:  Markus Wiener Publishers, 2001), 57-59. [print reserve:  DT1 .D55 2001]
· Sire Abbas Soh, “Abd Al-Qadir in Senegalese Futa,” in Western African History, ed. Robert O. Collins (New York:  M. Wiener Publishers, 1990), 56-61. [e-reserve]
· Northrup, chapter 2
· Ehret, 349-370, 391-404, 445-451
12
Slavery in Africa
November 17:  4-5 page paper due at the beginning of class; Lecture—African Slavery and Slave Trades

November 19:  Discussion
Reading:

· Ehret, 407-438
13
Africa and the Atlantic Trade, part 1

November 24:  Lecture—Slavery and Slave Trades; Discussion 

November 26:  No Class, Thanksgiving

Reading:
· Excerpt from the “Diary of Antera Duke,” in Efik Traders of Old Calabar, ed. Daryll Forde (London:  International African Institute/Oxford University Press, 1956), 27-33. [e-reserve]
· Northrup, chapters 3 and 4
14
Africa and the Atlantic Trade, part 2

December 1:  Lecture—The Transatlantic Slave Trade

December 3


Reading:
·  “Ayuba Suleiman Diallo of Bondu,” in Africa Remembered:  Narratives by West Africans from the Era of the Slave Trade, ed. Philip D. Curtin (Madison:  University of Wisconsin Press, 1967), 17-59. [e-reserve]
· Northrup, chapters 5, 6, and epilogue
Film:  The Language You Cry In (1998)
15
Conclusion and Review
December 8:  Lecture—Europeans in Africa:  Harbingers of Colonial Rule?; Discussion 

December 10:  Review for Final Exam
Reading:

· Mungo Park, Travels in the Interior Districts of Africa:  Performed Under the Direction and Patronage of the African Association in the Years 1795, 1796, and 1797 (London:  W. Bulmer and Co., 1799), 1-3, 15-28, 299-312.  Available at:  http://books.google.com/books?id=7MkTAAAAYAAJ&printsec=titlepage&source=gbs_navlinks_s#v=onepage&q=&f=false  
· Ehret, 438-445
Final Examination:  Date, time, and location TBA
Course Information


Section 1							Section 2


Room:  Robinson 305						Room:  Robinson 102


Time:  Tues/Thurs, 9:25-10:40						Time:  Tues/Thurs, 12:15-1:30
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