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Rowan University

20th CENTURY SPAIN
Dr. Isabelle Rohr

Spring 2009
M/W-145-300pm, Robinson 323
Course Description and Objectives: 

The loss of the remnants of its old empire, a devastating civil war, two dictatorships and an “exemplary” transition to democracy have characterized Spain’s history in the twentieth century. Using a combination of primary and secondary sources, novels and films, this course surveys this defining period of contemporary Spanish history –a post-imperial Spain, adjusting with difficulty to a new European identity. The course will look not only “top-down” at Spain’s political tensions and economic contradictions, but also “bottom-up” at the social and cultural fragmentation of the Peninsula during this period. Main topics covered include: the loss of empire and crisis of the old regime; Basque and Catalan nationalisms, industrialization and the making of the working class; anti-clericalism, social reform and mass mobilization in the 1930s; the course of the Civil War as well as its international dimensions; state and society under the rule of General Franco; the processes of social, economic and cultural change, which precipitated the crisis of the dictatorship and Spain’s transition to democracy.

This course has three main goals:

· to deepen your understanding of Spain’s history in the twentieth century, investigating particular areas of interest

· to provide you with a detailed familiarity with the central historical interpretations on key topics.
· to challenge you to develop your skills at reading, writing, discussing, and analyzing both primary and secondary sources
Course Format: 

The course will utilize lecture and seminar format. In general, the lecture will take place on Monday and the seminar on Wednesday but there will be weeks when we will have seminars on Monday. In the seminar you will engage in class discussions and group exercises such as primary sources analysis.
Required Materials: 

Alvarez Junco and Shubert, Adrian (eds.) Spanish History Since 1808 (London: Hodder Arnold, 2000)

Helen Graham, The Spanish Civil War: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005): 

John Hooper, The New Spaniards (London: Penguin, 2006)

All other readings are available through the Library’s website or will be e-mailed to you
Grading: 

Your grade will be based on the following:
1. Class participation. You are expected to attend all class meetings and to complete the readings by the date assigned. Participation in the discussions of these readings is an essential part of the course. Readings must be completed for the assigned day and you should have spent some time thinking about the readings. Class participation is worth 20% of your final grade 

2. Weekly Quizzes. With only occasional exceptions, a quiz will be given at the beginning of every seminar. The questions will be about the most important information and ideas from the reading. You can drop your lowest score, Quizzes are worth 20% of your final grade
3. Mid-term: It will take place on Monday March 2. The mid- exam will consist of one essay question (you will have a choice from two) and a primary source analysis. The mid-term is worth 25% of your final grade.
4. Research Paper (10-12 double-spaced typed pages). You can either write a historiographical essay on any topic covered in class or you can write an analysis of the impact of the Spanish civil war on a particular individual or a group of individuals. The individual you choose may or may not be Spanish, but will have been affected in some way or another by the conflict in Spain. In choosing your subject, make sure that you can find writing, memoirs, observations or some form of written or artistic production that was made by the subject and which in some way indicates their involvement in, or response to

the Spanish civil war. 

In summary, your task is to:
1) choose a subject
2) read about her/him and what this individual wrote or produced about SCW
3) discover what others have said about this person & the issues concerned
4) come up with your own assessment of what you think was the significance of the Spanish civil war in your subject’s life.
The internet could be useful for this project in leading you to other sources. For example the website for ALBA, the Archive of the American Abraham Lincoln Brigade in the International Brigades is very useful. It also includes links to other sites. I will also e-mail you a list of a few individuals who might be good subjects to research. You will need to submit a proposal by March 23. The Research Paper is worth 35% of your final grade 
Please note that late  papers will be penalized at the rate of one-third a letter grade per day (from A to A-, B+ to B, etc.). 

In addition class attendance is required and will be taken into consideration when determining the final grade.  The first two absences will not adversely affect your grade.  After that, you will be docked a half of a letter grade for each absence. Excused absences will be only granted on the basis of an official note from a physician or a Rowan’s official such as a coach, a professor, a counselor etc
	Material Covered 
	Week/Date
	Homework (Take notes on listed chapters)

	PRIVATE
Introduction



	Week 1
Jan.21
	Read: 

(Chapter 6 of Alvarez Junco/Shubert


	The Disaster of 1898 and the End of the Restoration System


	Week 2
Jan.26/28
	 Read: 

(Chapters 7,8 of Alvarez Junco/Shubert


	The Dictatorship of Primo de Rivera (1923-1930)
	Week 3
Feb.2/4

	Read:
(Chapter 13, Alvarez Junco/Shubert 

(Schlomo Ben Ami, "The Dictatorship of Primo de Rivera: a political reassessment," Journal of Contemporary History vol. 12, 1977

	The Second Republic (i): Democratic reform and its enemies (1931-33)


	Week 4
Feb 9/11

	Read:
 (Chapter 2 Francisco Romero Salvado, The Spanish Civil War (London: Palgrave, 2005), pp.27-49

(Frances Lannon, “The Political Debate within Catholicism”, in Graham/Labanyi (eds) Spanish Cultural Studies: An Introduction (New York: OUP, 1995)



	 The Second Republic (ii): Polarisation and crisis (1934-36)

	Week 5 
Feb 16/18


	Read: 
(Francisco Romero Salvado, The Spanish Civil War, pp.49-59

( Paul Preston, “Spain's October Revolution and the Rightist Grasp for Power”, Journal of Contemporary History, Vol. 10, No. 4 (Oct., 1975), pp. 555-578 



	The Spanish Civil War (1) 1936-1939
	Week 6
Feb 23/25


	Read: 
( Graham, Chapters 2,3,5

	International Dimension of the Spanish Civil War/The Abraham Lincoln Brigade
	Week 7
March 2/4
	In-Class Mid-term (March 2)
Movie The Good Fight


	The Victory of the Nationalists and Franco’s New State

	Week 8
March 9/13

	Read: 
( Graham, Chapter 4 and 6
(Chapter 16 Junco/Shubert, 


	Movie: Pan’s Labyrinth
	Week 9
March 23/25

	Detailed Research Proposal Due  (March 23)
Movie  +Discussion

Read:

(Paul Julian Smith, “Pan’s Labyrinth” , Film Quarterly, Summer 2007
( Graham, Chapter 6


	Franco and the International Situation: From World War II to the Cold War (1939-1959)
	Week 10
March 30/April 1
	Read: 
(Paul Preston, “General Franco Reassessed: Inertia and Risk, World War and Cold War 1939-1953,” International Journal of Iberian Studies, No. 1, Vol. 1, Spring 1988.
(Antonio Cazorla, “Surviving Franco’s peace: Spanish opinion during the Second World War,” European History Quarterly vol. 32, 2002, pp. 391-411

	Economic Modernization and the Ebbing of the Dictatorship 1959-1975

	Week 11
April 6/8 

	Read: 
(Chapter 17 Alvarez Junco/Shubert

(Chapter 1 Hooper

	The Transition to Democracy (1975-1978)
	Week 12
April 13/15

	Read: 
(Chapter 2 Hooper
(Chapter 19 Alvarez Junco/Shubert

	The Consolidation of Democracy (1978-1982)
	Week 13
April 20/22

	Read: 
(Chapter 3 Hooper
(Walther Bernecker, “Monarchy and Democracy: The Political Role of King Juan Carlos in the Spanish Transition,” Journal of Contemporary History, Vol. 33, 1998

	The Socialists in Power
	Week 14
April 27/29

	Read: 
(Chapters 4,5 Hooper



	Basque and Catalan Nationalism
	Week 15
May 4/6

	Read:

(Chapters 26-28 Hooper

Research Paper due (May 6)


