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Course description:

Despite the extraordinary diversity and variety of the peoples, languages, and cultures found in the immense continent of Africa, people tend to think of “Africa” as a kind of unified space.  People who live in the continent’s fifty-four countries may refer to themselves as “African.”  A person’s ability to claim “African” as a meaningful identity, or to be labeled as such, however, is a product of history.  “Africa” as a place and object of identity has grown out of a variety of historical processes including the spread of Islam from the Middle East and into the African continent, the transatlantic and trans-Saharan slave trades and their legacies, exploration and travel writing, missionary activity, colonialism, modern day Africanist scholarship, and contemporary news media and aid policies, to name just a few.  As people throughout history have sought to establish their own identities, to determine who belonged to a community or group and who was an outsider, they have defined themselves against others with whom they came into contact.  Thus, visits to the continent of Africa by explorers, traders, and ultimately colonizers from across the ocean, and the body of knowledge amassed and passed on by these visitors, contributed to the process which has aptly been described as “The Invention of Africa.”  Residents of the continent of Africa adopted the term, imbuing it with local significance and using it for their own ends.
The history of the emergence of “Africa” as a cultural and historical space, and “African” as an identity cannot be separated from histories of race and racism.  Prior to the abolition of slavery, for example, whites in the Americas often based justifications of poor treatment of slaves on misconceived notions of African primitivism.  And white colonialists in Africa sometimes turned to stereotypes derived from slave societies to explain behavior that they did not understand.  “Black” and “Africa” became linked.
This course will focus on the concept of “Africa” as developed by black thinkers, writers and artists in from the late eighteenth century to the present.  We will deal primarily with the significance of Africa for blacks in the Atlantic diaspora, and will consider works by a number of individuals from the West African region as well.  Although the geographic space covered by the course is limited to what has been called the “Black Atlantic,” this space corresponds to much of the scholarship on the African diaspora.  After a brief theoretical introduction, the course will address a series of themes and one or more individuals whose work exemplified each of these themes.  We will learn about and reflect on ways in which enslaved Africans referred to Africa, plans for ‘regeneration’ of the continent espoused by black intellectuals in the nineteenth century, well-known movements such as Pan-Africanism and Negritude, and twentieth-century phenomena such as reggae music and heritage tourism.  Weekly readings will include primary sources and related scholarly articles or book chapters.  Our discussion of each theme will be guided by the following questions:  1. How did the author/artist portray Africa?  On what was this portrayal based, and how accurate was it?  2. Why was Africa significant to the author/artist?  3.  To what extent has Africa become a symbol?  What does it symbolize?  What are potential risks/benefits associated with this symbolism?
Course Objectives

· You will be able to define terms including “diaspora,” “Black nationalism,” “Pan-Africanism,” and “Negritude.”

· You will learn about the complex historical and contemporary relationships between Africans and members of the African diaspora.

· You will be able to concisely summarize the principal arguments of articles and books.

· You will analyze primary sources orally and in writing.

· You will write an original research paper containing a strong historical argument supported by a variety of secondary texts and primary sources.

Course format
The course will be discussion driven, and will demand leadership and participation from each student. You should complete each week’s readings before each class meeting; this facilitates discussion and helps you learn the material.  Please bring the assigned texts to the class session in which they are discussed.  Each week’s class meeting will begin with short presentations by a small group of students.  In addition, I will give brief lectures from time to time to provide historical context for the day’s readings.
Required Texts:  The books listed below are required for the course and are available for purchase in the campus bookstore.  Other course readings are available through Blackboard/WebCT or electronic/print reserves.

· James Campbell, Middle Passages:  African American Journeys to Africa, 1878-2005 (New York:  Penguin Press, 2006).
· Aimé Césaire, Notebook of a Return to the Native Land, ed. and trans. Annette Smith and Clayton Eshleman (Middletown, CT:  Wesleyan University Press, 2001).

· Richard Wright, Three Books from Exile: Black Power; The Color Curtain; and White Man, Listen! (New York:  Harper Perennial Modern Classics, 2008).

Course requirements
1. Group Presentation.  One time this semester, you will work with a group on an in-class presentation of approximately 5-10 minutes.  You will need to meet with your group outside of class to prepare for your presentation.  Group presentations will occur throughout the semester, and only one group will present in a given week.  We will determine group assignments and develop a presentation schedule on the first day of class.  Group presentations consist of three parts:  1. Presenters should begin by reviewing the main points of the previous week’s readings and discussion.  2. They should then discuss the current week’s readings, addressing questions such as:  How do this week’s readings differ from last week’s readings?  How are they similar?  How do we explain these similarities or differences?  Are there other linkages between the readings?  3. Presenters should conclude by raising one or more questions for discussion by the whole class.
2. Two 3-page papers, due October 12 and November 30.  These papers will not require additional reading or outside research and should be based only on class readings and discussion.  You will be required to think critically about the readings we have done so far and to place them in conversation with each other.  Thorough reading and comprehension of all assigned texts along with regular class attendance will best prepare you to perform well on these papers.  I will provide a paper topic one week before each due date.

3.  A 1-page research paper proposal, due October 26.  You must meet with the instructor during the week of October 12 before choosing your topic for what will become a 12-page research paper.  The proposal should describe what you plan to research and what you hope/expect to find.  You should include a preliminary bibliography of 8-10 sources (at least 2 of these should be primary sources).
4.  A 12-page research paper, due December 14.  This paper should address a theme related to the class; you may want to develop one of the course’s weekly themes in more detail or write about a theme of your own.  Your paper must be based on a mixture of primary and secondary sources.  Be sure to construct an argument based on the sources that you have read and to present evidence to prove your argument.

5.  Class attendance and participation.  I expect each of you to attend class and to contribute regularly to discussions.  As a courtesy to those around you, please turn off your cell phones before entering the classroom.  Our classroom community values diversity of opinions and experience, and seeks to create a comfortable and respectful environment for the exchange of ideas.
The course requirements count toward your final grade as follows:
Group presentation: 5%



Research proposal and meeting with instructor: 5%
First 3-page paper: 15%



12-page research paper: 40%
Second 3-page paper: 15%


Class attendance and participation: 20%

Course polices

Since this seminar meets only once per week, attendance at all class sessions is mandatory.  If you must miss class for an illness, school athletic event, or family emergency, please contact me by email in advance of your absence.  Absences for the above reasons are considered excused, and you will have an opportunity to make up work.  Unexcused absences will result in a participation grade of 0 for the day.  In addition, repeated lateness may also affect your grade.  

You must turn in all work on the date and time indicated on the syllabus.  Late submissions of work will result in the loss of one letter grade step per day (for example, from B to B- the first day past the due date, then from B- to C+ the second day, and so on).

Ethics and Academic Honesty

The University values and expects academic and personal integrity.  Ethical violations include cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, academic misconduct (including reuse of assignments).  To avoid plagiarism, you must properly cite direct quotations, paraphrased information, and facts that are not widely known.  Please use footnotes or endnotes following the Chicago Manual of Style.  For more information on Rowan’s Academic Integrity Policies, see the Student Information Guide, available at:  www.rowan.edu/studentaffairs/infoguide   

Classroom Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

This statement on disabilities is from the Faculty/Staff Handbook:  “Your academic success is important.  If you have a documented disability that may have an impact on your work in this class, please contact me.  Students must provide documentation of their disability to the Academic Success Center in order to receive official University services and accommodations.  The Academic Success Center can be reached at 856-256-4234.  The Center is located on the 3rd floor of Savitz Hall.  The staff is available to answer questions regarding accommodations or assist you in your pursuit of accommodations.  We look forward to working with you to meet your learning goals.”
Course Schedule and Reading Assignments
1
September 7:  No Class, Labor Day 
2
September 14:  Introduction and Course Overview; Defining the Terms of the Debate

· Colin Palmer, “Defining and Studying the Modern African Diaspora,” The Journal of Negro History 85, no. 1/2 (2000):  27-32. Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/2649097 
· Kim Butler, “Defining Diaspora, Refining a Discourse,” Diaspora vol. 10, no. 2 (2001), 189-219. http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=7534131&site=ehost-live
· Paul Tiyambe Zeleza, “The Inventions of African Identities and Languages: The Discursive and Developmental Implications,” in Selected Proceedings of the 36th Annual Conference on African Linguistics, ed. Olaoba F. Arasanyin and Michael A. Pemberton, 14-26. Somerville, MA: Cascadilla Proceedings Project, 2006. Available at www.lingref.com document #1402.

·  [in class] Film:  African American Lives, episode 4:  “Beyond the Middle Passage” (2006).
3
September 21:  Slave Narratives and the Idea of Africa

· Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano or Gustavus Vassa the African (1789), excerpts available at:  http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~wldciv/world_civ_reader/world_civ_reader_2/equiano.html 

· Vincent Carretta, ed. , Unchained voices : an anthology of Black authors in the English-speaking world of the eighteenth century (Lexington:  University Press of Kentucky, 1996), 32-58 (“James Albert Ukawsaw Gronniosaw”) and 142-144 (“Belinda”). [e-reserve]
· James Sidbury, Becoming African in America:  Race and Nation in the Early Black Atlantic (Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 2007), ch. 2 (p. 39-66). [e-reserve]
· Campbell, Middle Passages, Introduction and Prologue
4
September 28:  Return to Africa:  Sierra Leone and Liberia
· Liberian letters:  “Introduction to Liberian Letters” available at:  http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/subjects/liberia/intro.html and all six of “Samson Ceasar's letters to David S. Haselden and Henry F. Westfall, 1834-1835” available at:   http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/subjects/liberia/samson.html  You may choose to read these letters in their original English or in modernized form; simply click on the relevant links.

· Campbell, Middle Passages, chapters 1 and 3.
5
October 5:  Black Missionaries and Church Leaders
· Alexander Crummell, The future of Africa:  Being addresses, sermons, etc., etc., delivered in the Republic of Liberia (New York:  Charles Scribner, 1862; reprint, New York:  Negro Universities Press, 1969), 213-225 (stop at “Palm Oil”), 231-248 (stop at “We have another…”), 257-262 (stop at “I turn…”), 278-281 (begin at “But it is time…” and read to end).  Available as a Googlebook at:  http://books.google.com/books?id=2W0qAAAAYAAJ&source=gbs_navlinks_s 

· Mojola Agbebi, “Inaugural Sermon:  Delivered at the Celebration of the First Anniversary of the “African Church,” Lagos, West Africa, December 21, 1902,” in Ideologies of Liberation in Black Africa, 1856-1970:  Documents on Modern African Political Thought from Colonial Times to the Present, ed. J. Ayo Langley (London:  Rex Collings, 1979), 72-77.  Available at:  http://www.blackpast.org/?q=1902-rev-mojola-agbebi-inaugural-sermon 
· Campbell, Middle Passages, chapter 4.

6
October 12:  “Black Internationalism” and the Harlem Renaissance 

Note:  First 3-page paper due today in class

Meetings with instructor regarding research paper throughout this week

· Langston Hughes, The Collected Poems of Langston Hughes, ed. Arnold Rampersad (New York:  Vintage Books, 1995), poems listed below.

· “The Negro Speaks of Rivers,” 23

· “Negro,” 24

· “Call of Ethiopia,” 184

· “Let America be America Again,” 189-191

· “Africa” and “Envoy to Africa,” 441

· Brent Hayes Edwards, “Langston Hughes and the Futures of Diaspora,” American Literary History 19, no. 3 (2007):  689-711.  http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/american_literary_history/v019/19.3edwards.pdf 
· Jennifer Anne Boittin, “In Black and White:  Gender, Race Relations, and the Nardal Sisters in Interwar Paris,” French Colonial History 6 (2005):  120-135.  http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/french_colonial_history/v006/6.1boittin.pdf 
· Campbell, Middle Passages, chapter 5 
7
October 19:  Pan-Africanism Part 1:  Marcus Garvey and W.E.B. Du Bois
· Marcus Garvey, Philosophy and Opinions of Marcus Garvey, or Africa for the Africans, ed. Amy Jacques Garvey (Dover, MA:  Majority Press, 1986), selections. [print reserve:  E185.97.G3 A2492]
· Volume 1

· “The True Solution of the Negro Problem-1922,” 52-53

· “Africa for the Africans,” 68-72

· Volume 2

· “The Principles of the Universal Negro Improvement Association,” 93-100

· “Declaration of Rights of the Negro Peoples of the World,” 135-143
· W.E.B. Du Bois, A W.E.B. Du Bois Reader (New York:  Macmillan, 1971), selections.  [print reserve:  E185.D84]
· “Of Africa:  Autobiographical,” 4-7
· “What is Civilization:  Africa’s Answer,” 202-210

· “Realities in Africa,” 228-241

· “Pan-Africanism:  A Mission in My Life,” 241-251 

· Campbell, Middle Passages, chapter 6.
8
October 26:  Negritude and Cesaire
Note:  1-page research paper proposal due today in class
· Aimé Césaire, Notebook of a Return to the Native Land, ed. and trans. Annette Smith and Clayton Eshleman (Middletown, CT:  Wesleyan University Press, 2001).  Be sure to read the introduction by André Breton.
· Léopold Sédar Senghor, poetry selections in Modern Poetry from Africa, ed. Gerald Moore and Ulli Beier (Baltimore:  Penguin Books, 1968).  [print reserve:  PL8013.E5M6]
· “Paris in the Snow,” 50-51

· “Night of Sine,” 48-49

· “All Day Long,” 55
· Peter S. Thompson , “Negritude and a New Africa: An Update,” Research in African Literatures 33, no. 4 (2002):  143-153.  Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/3820504 
9
November 2:  Richard Wright

· Campbell, Middle Passages, chapter 7.

· Wright, Black Power, all of Part 1 and Part 2, chapters 7-19.
10
November 9:  Richard Wright, continued
· Finish Wright, Black Power
11
November 16:  Frantz Fanon
· Frantz Fanon, “On National Culture,” in Colonial Discourse and Post-Colonial Theory:  A Reader, ed. Patrick Williams and Laura Chrisman (New York:  Columbia University Press, 1994), 36-52.  [e-reserve]
· Kwame Anthony Appiah, In My Father’s House, Africa in the Philosophy of Culture (New York:  Oxford University Press, 1992), ch. 3, “Topologies of Nativism,” (pgs. 47-72).  [e-reserve]
· Derek Wright, “Fanon and Africa: A Retrospect,” Journal of Modern African Studies  24, no. 4 (1986):  679-689.  Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/161245 

12
November 23:  Pan-Africanism and African Nationalism in the Era of Independence
· Nnamdi Azikiwe, “The Future of Pan-Africanism,” in Ideologies of Liberation in Black Africa, 1856-1970:  Documents on Modern African Political Thought from Colonial Times to the Present, ed. J. Ayo Langley (London:  Rex Collings, 1979), 301-327.  [e-reserve]
· Kwame Nkrumah, Africa Must Unite (New York: International Publishers, 1970), 132-149.  [e-reserve]
· Horace Campbell, “Pan-Africanism and African Liberation,” in Imagining Home:  Class, Culture, and Nationalism in the African Diaspora, ed. Sidney J. Lemelle and Robin D.G. Kelley (London:  Verso, 1994), 285-307.
13
November 30:  African Americans and Africa in the Era of Independence

Note:  Second 3-page paper due today in class
· Malcolm X, Malcolm X Speaks:  Selected Speeches and Statements, ed. George Breitman (New York:  Grove Weidenfeld, 1990), selections.  [e-reserve]
· Ch. 5, “Letters from Abroad,” 58-63.

· Ch. 7, “Appeal to African Heads of State,” 72-87.

· Kevin Gaines, “Malcolm X in Ghana,” in American Africans in Ghana: Black Expatriates and the Civil Rights Era (Chapel Hill:  University of North Carolina Press, 2006), 179-209.  [e-reserve]
· Campbell, Middle Passages, chapter 8. 
14
December 7:  Transnational Music and Popular Culture 
· Cheryl L. Keyes, “At the Crossroads: Rap Music and Its African Nexus,” Ethnomusicology, vol. 40, no. 2 (1996):  223-248.  Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/852060 
· Brent Hayes Edwards, “Crossroads Republic,” Transition 13, no. 3, issue 97 (2007):  94-118.  http://muse.jhu.edu/login?uri=/journals/transition/v013/13.3.edwards.pdf 
· [In class] Music listening selections by John Lee Hooker, Ali Farka Toure, Bob Marley, Alpha Blondy, Tiken Jah Fakoly, Fela Kuti, Youssou Ndour, Lauryn Hill, Talib Kweli, Positive Black Soul, and others.

15
December 14:  Memory, Media, and the Idea of Africa in the Contemporary African Diaspora

Note:  12-page research paper due today in class
· Lynne Duke, “An African American Woman,” in Mandela, Mobutu, and Me:  A Newswoman’s African Journey (New York:  Doubleday, 2003), 241-257. [e-reserve]
· Sandra L. Richards, “What is to be Remembered?  Tourism to Ghana’s Slave Castle-Dungeons,” Theatre Journal 57, no. 4 (2005):  617-637. http://muse.jhu.edu/login?uri=/journals/theatre_journal/v057/57.4richards.pdf 
· Campbell, Middle Passages, chapter 9
· [in class] Film: Diaspora Conversations:  From Goree to Dogon, dir. Manthia Diawara (2000, 47 min.).
1

