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THESIS AND PROPOSAL CONSTRUCTION

THESIS


Historical essay and term paper writing is based upon the thesis.  A thesis is a statement, an argument or a controversy that will be presented by the writer.  The thesis is, in effect, your position, your particular interpretation, your way of seeing a problem. Begin with a question that you will investigate. The writer should demonstrate originality and critical thinking by showing what the question is asking, and why it is important.  You own informed perspective is what matters.  Many students ask whether the “thesis” is not just their “opinion” of a historical question.  A thesis is indeed a “point of view,” or “perspective,” but of a particular sort: it is based onto only on belief but on a logical and systematic argument supported by evidence.  The truism that we each have “our own opinions” misses the point.  A good critical paper acknowledges that many perspectives are possible on any question, yet demonstrates the validity or correctness of the writer’s own view.

THESIS AND EVIDENCE

To make a good argument, you must have both a strong central thesis and plausible evidence; the two are interdependent and support each other.  Some historians have compared the historian’s craft to assembling and presenting a case before a jury.  A strong statement of thesis needs evidence or it will convince no one.  Equally, quotes, dates, and lists of details mean nothing by themselves.  Your task is both to select the important “facts” and to present them in a reasonable, persuasive, and systematic manner that defends your position.  To support your argument, you should also be competent in using footnotes and creating bibliographies for our work; neither is difficult, and both are requirements for truly professional scholarship.  The footnote is a way of demonstrating the author’s thesis against the evidence.  In effect, it is a way of saying:  “If you don’t accept my thesis, you can check the evidence yourself.”  If the reader is unclear about your argument, he or she may very well go back and check how you are suing your original sources.  By keeping your notes accurate, your argument will always be rooted in concrete evidence of the past that the reader can verify.

PROPOSAL

The paper proposal should contain the following items:

1. The topic and title of your proposed paper

2. Your proposed thesis.  Remember, this is what you proposed to prove, not what you want to investigate or study.

3. Your reasons for selecting that topic

4. How or by what method or procedure you will go about proving your thesis..

5. The types of materials you will use to prove your thesis, including some samples of specific titles. 

The proposal should be approximately one or two pages in length, double spaced typed.  You name and email address should be at the top.

Be sure to see more details about how to prepare a proper proposal, which is on the syllabus for this course.

