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PURPOSE:

This is the capstone course offered by the History Department.  It is designed so that a student can demonstrate that he or she has acquired the skills that a history major would be expected to achieve during the study for a baccalaureate degree.  These include an understanding of the events and attitudes of the past as well as their effect and uses, and an ability to gather material from a variety of sources, to evaluate and analyze the findings, to organize the data in an appropriate and coherent manner, to see things in a historical context, and to present the results in effective oral and written form.


Your assignment in this course is more than just to prepare a long research report.  The extensive and proper use of primary sources, where available, is required, and a degree of originality in your analysis is expected.  The final product should be thorough and thoughtful.  Your paper represents your main grade in this course.  Therefore, your work to prepare the paper should be extensive, and since each student will be largely working independently, although under my supervision, the motivation and effort must come largely from you.  However, I am here to assist you in any way that I can.


Students are permitted to choose their own research topics within the parameters set by the instructor.  However, all work must be approved at each step of the procedure-- topic selection, thesis proposal, preliminary bibliography, outline, completed written paper, and oral report. 


Guidelines and deadlines will be strictly observed.  Preliminary assignments that are submitted late will be penalized by the loss of one-half a letter grade on the final paper for each late occurrence, and final papers that are submitted late will not be accept at all; you will receive an “F” in the course.  No incomplete grades will be allowed except in cases of extreme emergency.


If you have a disability or problem that may have an impact on your work in this course, please contact me so that I can assist you.  Students also need to provide documentation of their condition to the Academic Success Center in Savitz Hall in order to receive official University services and accommodations.   

TEXTBOOKS AND MATERIALS:
Paterson, Thomas G., J. Garry Clifford, Shane J. Maddock, Deborah Kisatsky, and Kenneth J. Hagan, A History of American Foreign Relations, Vol. 2, since 1895, 6th ed. Houghton Mifflin: New York, 2005.

Rampolla, Mary Lynn.  A Pocket Guide to Writing in History.  6th ed.  Bedford/St. Martin’s: New York, 2009.

University of Chicago Style: Citing Internet Sources

           http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/cite7.html 

        Exhaustive documentation on citing internet sources using Chicago style

           http://www.press.uchicago.edu/Misc/Chicago/cmosfaq/cmosfaq.html
        The Chicago Manual of Style, 15th edition, Q and A

RefWorks is a program available on the list of databases of the Campbell Library.  It will place 
bibliographical items in any format desired, including University of Chicago style.   There also is a full 
copy of the Chicago Manual of Style in the Campbell Library and in the History 
Department, Robinson 
Hall.  

SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS:

You are expected to report frequently on your progress.  I expect to hear from each of you on the state of your work at least once per week, either in person, by phone, or by e-mail.  I keep records on every contact between us.  I generally will be available for personal consultation during my regular office hours as well as during the period scheduled for the seminar but when no group classes will be held.  Other meeting times can also be arranged by appointment.   You are encouraged, however, to call in advance if you are coming in.  In addition, occasionally there will be scheduled individual meetings in which you should report on your work and review problems.  Please feel free to contact me by e-mail any time.  I usually check my e-mail daily.

Note that in some of the classes we will meet as a group and in others you will meet individually with me.  In group meetings, we will often compare work and give suggestions to one another.  This means that every student must keep up with the pace of the assignments and come to class prepared to review his/her progress and problems.  You will be graded only on your competed research paper and on your final oral report so do not hesitate to discuss any preliminary difficulties you may have.   We can each learn from and help each other.


Note:  Any preliminary materials (proposal with thesis, bibliography, and/or outline) that are submitted after the due date will be penalized one-half a letter grade from the final, completed paper.  If you are asked to resubmit any preliminary materials for additions or corrections, you will have one week to do so.  Again, resubmissions that are later than that will be penalized an additional one-half a letter grade on the final paper.

Students must attend all class meetings and come to each scheduled meeting with appropriate documentation on your progress.  Attendance will be taken, and failure to participate will affect your final grade.  You are allowed one absence for any reason whatsoever; beyond that and your grade also will be affected.  Students must also submit e-mailed progress reports (several paragraphs discussing the progress of your research) as scheduled. .I expect that you will contact me individually in person or by phone or e-mail every week that we do not meet as a class.   I keep a record of all student correspondence so I can see who has been keeping in touch with me and who has not.  Absence from more than one class meeting or failure to contact me directly in weeks without class meetings will lower your grade by one-half letter grade for each additional absence.

Since most of you will be working on similar subjects, I encourage you to contact one another regularly by either by e-mail or telephone to discuss information, ideas, and problems.  You will find that you can help each other a lot.   In addition, you should review one another’s work by sending attachments of preliminary work.

            September 2: Class.  Introduction

            September 9: Class.  Introduction and Discussion

Reading: Paterson, Chapter 1-2. Also review the chapters in any good U.S. History II or Western Civilization II textbook on the United States and the world in the period in which you intend to investigate.

            September 16: Class. Paper Discussion

            September 23: Class.   Paper Proposal and Thesis due this day



       Reading:  Paterson, Chapters 3-4

 PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS



 You should submit your proposed topic in written form along with your preliminary goals. The formal proposal should be double-spaced typed, approximately one or two pages in length.  


Each proposal should include the following points: 

1. A tentative title.  The tile should indicate the topic and your topic should be very specific.   Also indicate in your title the dates covered by your study.

2. In your write-up, consider the social, cultural, and other aspects of the inter-country relations as well as 
political and economic ones.  Explain in your proposal why you chose that country and that period.  Tell 
why you think they are significant and important.

3.    Explain what approach to the subject you wish to take in your paper (e.g.: a broad discussion, a focus 

       on a particular issue within a five year period, a study of a personality in action, etc.)?   Whatever you 
 
       choose, you should do so in the context of your overall 5 year review of US foreign relations with a 

       selected country.  Remember, your paper is supposed to be explanatory and analytical.  I do not want a 
 
       strictly narrative history. Explain in your proposal how your paper will be different from most existing 

       works on the subject?



4.  Tell what you would like to show?  Your purpose is to prove something, not merely to investigate and 
 
     find out something.  Exactly what will be your thesis statement?  Remember the lessons on how to 
 
     prepare thesis statements from the Historical Methods course.  Also see the statements on theses on the 

     separate Seminar Paper Proposal sheet online.  Underline your thesis statement in your proposal so it is 
 
     very clear.  Be very exact in your wording.  Once we agree on a thesis, it will constitute a contract 
 
     between us and your final paper will be judged on how well your covered your thesis.  Therefore, the 
 
     exact wording of your thesis is very important.


5.  What types of primary sources that you know are available will you use to undertake your study?  Don’t      
      just say books and articles.  Be more specific.  Can you obtain them? Where are they located?  Do some 
      research and investigations before you write up the proposal.   


There is a lot of information available on almost any topic you choose, far more than you think, so it is 
important to narrow your focus so you will not be overwhelmed.  Another significant consideration is 
access to primary sources.  Be sure that you can find and use them.  Also, remember that this paper is to be 
analytical, not just narrative.  In other words, do not just investigate and 
report chronologically on 
what happened, but explain and evaluate why and how it occurred and what was its relationship to other 
aspects of American foreign relations in the same period. Your preliminary proposal submission should 
reflect on all of these points.



This means that you are going to have to read widely at the begining of the course.  Your textbook 
is a good place to start.  The selection of an 
appropriate topic 
and a good thesis is often the hardest part of 
this course.  You have to know something about the topic in order to select it.



Be sure to put your name and e-mail address at the top of your proposal and keep a copy for 
yourself.  When the proposal is returned to you, keep it along with my comments to submit and attach as an 
appendix on the back of your completed seminar paper.  



If, due to extraordinary circumstances, you cannot get to class today, be sure to e-mail your paper 
proposal to me by class time or it would be counted as late and you will be penalized by the loss of one-half 
a letter grade on your final paper.


September 30:   No Group Class.  Individual discussions and consultation


October 7:   Class.  Discussion of methods and sources for bibliographies



     Reading, Paterson, Chapters 5-6


October 14:   Class.  Group discussion on methods. Oral progress reports.



       Reading:  Paterson, Chapters 7-8

Preliminary bibliographies due


BIBLIOGRAPHY INSTRUCTIONS
Put your seminar paper title and thesis statement at the top of your submission along with your name, date, and email address.  While the Internet is increasingly useful, you will have to do far more work in printed sources in order to do an adequate research job for this bibliography.  You also will have to investigate depositories beyond the Rowan campus.  Your submission today should be divided into five sections.  These should include (1) at least four different types of primary sources (not individual documents) that you will use.  Then indicate the particular primary source documents or materials that you will consult in each type.  There also should be listed (2) a minimum of four monographs or books, (3) five scholarly (peer reviewed) journal articles, (4) two articles from popular magazines, and (5) two newspaper articles.  Some materials may fall in more than one category.  The listings do not have to be annotated.  You may also indicate in your bibliography any other special materials that you feel will be helpful for your paper.  Avoid general websites unless they contain the entire text of primary sources.  Do not list your textbook in your bibliography.  Also avoid Wikipedia.

I expect that your final paper will have more sources than these, and I understand that you may make some additions and deletions in the particular sources used when you have studied these preliminary materials more carefully and have prepared your final paper and its bibliography.  See the online file on “Seminar Paper Requirements” for final paper minimums.  

All submissions should be typed and presented in Chicago Manual of Style format   You can use the RefWorks program in the Campbell Library’s databases or various Internet sites to be sure your format is correct.  Also see Rampolla text for correct Chicago style.


When the bibliography is returned to you, be sure to keep it along with my comments to submit as 
an appendix on the back of your completed seminar paper.



If, due to extraordinary circumstances, you cannot get to class today, be sure to e-mail your 
preliminary bibliography to me by class time or it would be counted as late and you will be penalized by 
the loss of one-half a letter grade on your final paper.


October 21: No Class.  Individual appointments and consultations about the bibliography



        Reading: Paterson, Chapters 9-10


October 28:  Class.  Discussion of outlines.  Oral progress reports.


November 4:  Class

Preliminary outlines due


OUTLINE INSTRUCTIONS

Your outline submission should be reasonably detailed, recognizing that some changes may be made in your final paper.  The point is so that I will see if you have covered your topic and thesis properly and thoroughly.

Be sure to begin your outline with your thesis statement stating what you intend to show or prove in the paper.  Put your title and thesis statement on the top of this submission along with your name and email address.  

Every outline should begin with an Introduction in which you tell the reader about your topic and what you intend to show.  However, keep any background on the paper subject to a bare minimum.  You do not need to review the history of the nation or the world in that period.  You can assume that the reader already knows everything that is in the textbook you have been assigned for this course.   Therefore, in your outline stick to the topic itself.   Do not add extraneous information to pad the paper. This should be a topical outline.  Do not write every sentence.  Do not indicate in the outline the research source of the material. 

In addition, your outline should end with a Conclusion, which is not a summary of what you have said before, but is what you personally conclude or deduce or have learned from your findings.   

Follow correct outline style as given in the in the Chicago Manual of Style.  Again, you can make some minor changes in your final paper after you complete all the research, but do not leave out sections from your final paper once your outline has been approved.

When the outline is returned to you, keep it along with my comments to submit as an appendix on the back of your completed seminar paper.  Keep a copy of your submission for yourself.



If, due to extraordinary circumstances, you cannot get to class today, be sure to e-mail your outline
to me by class time or it would be counted as late and you will be penalized by the loss of one-half a 
letter grade on your final paper.

November 11: No Group Class.  Individual appointments and consultations about the outline


November 18: No Class.   Individual appointments and consultations as needed

November 25: Final Papers due.  No late work will be accepted!  Attendance is mandatory in this session.  Arrive for class promptly on this date.  Be sure not to come in late.  No email submissions are allowed.  If your paper is not handed in on time in this class, unless there are emergency circumstances, you will get an “F” for the course.

December 2:  Class.   10 minute Oral Reports.


December 9:  Class.  10 minute Oral Reports


December 15: Finals Week



Graded papers may be picked up and discussed.
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