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BOOK SELECTION:


To receive extra credit, you must read one extra book.  You select the book, but it must meet the following criteria:


1.  It must be a history book that pertains to the subject and period of the course you are taking; that is, the book must be about some aspect of American history that occurred from the beginning to 1865. 


2.  It can be any type of American history:  a monographic studies of particular past events;  a historical review of a problem, situation, or institution; or a biography of an individual who was prominent during the years covered by the course.  You will get more credit if you select a book that is challenging rather than one that is simple.  

3.   It must each be written by a single author or perhaps jointly by two authors, but an edited works is not allowed.  An edited work is one in which the authors have assembled the works and writings of a variety of other people so that each chapter or section is written by someone else.  Similarly, a compilation of primary source documents is not acceptable.

4.   It must be a book prepared by a legitimate historian, that is, by a person who is not directly involved in the historical events themselves but are trying to inform the reader about the past.  No first person accounts are allowed.  Try to select a work written some time after the event is over so that they will have historical perspective. 


5.  Biographies are acceptable, but autobiographies are not.  The reason is that an author cannot impartially judge himself or herself and this would not be a historian’s work but a first person account or a primary source. 


6.   Do not pick a novel, even a historical novel, because novels are, by definition, fiction.   


7.   Do not select a picture book although the book can contain a few pictures or supplemental materials.  


8.    Do not choose a children’s book or juvenile literature.


9.   It must not be a book that you have read before for any course or for your personal enjoyment.


10.  The minimum book length is 150 pages.


11.  You can obtain the book from any source you choose, including any college or university library, a public library, a bookstore, or the personal collections of your friends or relatives.


12.  If you are unsure what book may be adequate, there are sections at the end of each chapter in the Brinkley  textbook called " For Further Reference” and “Bibliography” that can guide you. 


13.  The book must have my personal approval.  I would like actually to see the book you have selected before you begin work.  Bring it to class and show it to me before you read it. 

REPORT ANALYSIS:


Prepare a three-page, double-spaced typed paper directed to answering the questions, "Is the book that you have selected a good history book or a bad history book, and why do you think so?” Your paper should not be longer than three pages.  Be sure to include a bibliography listing the author, title, publisher, and place and date of publication for the book you have selected.  


1.  Do not write a summary of the book’s contents chapter by chapter.  I trust your word that you have read it completely, and you do not have to prove it to me.


2.  I am not interested for this report in your personal opinion of the subject matter.  It is not important whether you think that the individual, institution, or event covered in the book was good or bad.  Your task is to decide whether the author wrote a good boos on that subject, one that meets proper historical standards and contains a good analysis of the subject.  In other words, you are reviewing the quality of the author’s work, not the subject on which he or she is writing.


3.  In preparing your analysis, you might consider the following points:



A.  What is the author’s goal, and what does he or she hope to accomplish by writing the book?  Often you can find this out by reading the preface or introduction.  Do you think the author accomplishes this goal adequately?  Why?



B.  What types of history is it: political, social, economic, cultural, etc.?  Does it have a narrative, descriptive, or analytical approach, or a combination or all of them?  How is the book organized, chronologically or thematically?  Do you feel that the author’s approach to the subject is adequate?  Why or why not?



C.  Does the author adequately cover the topic along with its key ideas and arguments?  What areas or topics does he or she leave out that you feel should be included?  What is included that you feel could be left out because it does not contribute to an understanding of the topic or because it is repetitious?



D.   What is the strongest part or aspect of the book?  What is the weakest?  Why do you think so?



E.  What contribution does the author make to our understanding of the subject?  Does it advance historical scholarship by bringing out new information or approaching the subject in a new way, or does it merely repeat information or views that is easily available elsewhere?  If you have no prior knowledge of the subject, you may wish to compare the book with what is covered in this course’s textbooks and in class.



F.  What are the author’s personal opinions or interpretations of the subject?  You may have to read carefully to determine this.  Does he or she support these views with sound reasoning and evidence?  Are there any points that are not adequately proven?  Does the author have any biases?  How do you know?



G.  What kinds of sources does the author use to obtain information for the book?  This usually can be determined by the bibliographies or footnotes it contains.  Remember, primary sources are best, but they may not always be available.  Do you feel the sources used are adequate to gain the best possible insight into the subject matter?  Are there other sources or types of materials that should have been consulted and were not?



H.   Who is the intended audience for the book: beginners, scholars, or another group?  Why do you think so?  Does the author write adequately for these readers?



I.   Review the author’s style.  Is the book well written?  If so, explain how.  If not, tell in what ways?



J.  Your writing style is important, too.   Grammar, punctuation, and spelling all count.  Proofread your work carefully.



L.  It is unimportant to the credit you will receive whether the author really did write a good history or not.  You are not personally responsible for the author’s works.  In other words, it could be a good book and you can receive no credit, or a bad book and you can receive full credit, or something in between.  You will be judged only on how well you have analyzed the situation, why you have come to your conclusions, and how well you can support your views.

CREDIT AWARDED:


This extra credit report is worth up to +3 points added on to your average of tests, quizzes, and written work at the end of the semester.    That means it can count substantially and affect your final grade.  The actual amount of credit that you will receive depends on the nature of the book you select and the quality of the report you submit.  Picking a short and easy book is not adequate.  Moreover, you cannot appraise a book merely by looking at its externals, such as the introduction, chapter titles, and bibliography.  You must read it carefully and completely.  I am looking for a thoughtful and well-expressed analysis of the author’s approach and the book’s contents.


Only one report is allowed per student. 

DUE DATE:  November 30.

You can hand in the report before that date, but late work will not be accepted at all.

