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READ THIS SYLLABUS CAREFULLY FOR IT CONTAINS

COURSE GOALS, REQUIREMENTS, AND ASSIGNMENTS
COURSE SCOPE AND GOALS:


This course covers American history from the beginning of human settlement to the end of the US Civil War in 1865.  The purposes of the course are:

1. To become familiar with the events, persons and ideas of the American past.

2. To be able to analyze those events, people and concepts in a historical context in order to determine their significance of American international development.

3. To learn about historical materials and methods in order to understand how historians and other scholars student the past.

4. To become familiar with some of the theories and interpretations by which some historians have seen broad patterns in the past.

ROWAN SEMINAR:  


However, since you are in a section of Rowan 101, the seminar designed for first year students, your section of this course will have additional goals.  Among them are:


1.   To develop learning techniques and skills.


2.   To strengthen writing and critical thinking skills.


3.   To develop library research skills.


4.   To reinforce the value of cooperative learning.

5.   To recognize and strengthen the integrative nature of knowledge and learning in general education; in order words, to show the connections between different subjects, knowledge, and understanding.
REQUIREMENTS, EXAMINATIONS, AND GRADING PROCEDURES:


Grading in this course is based on two midterm examinations, each worth about 30% of your semester grade, and a final exam, worth about 40%.  Most exams will consist of three sections: multiple choice questions (20% of the test points), the identification of names or terms along with their historical significance and their approximate time of action (30%), and broad essays (50%).  You will be allowed to make a choice from a list of questions presented in the last two sections.  Small quizzes and other assignments may also be given and can add points to or subtract points from your semester grade.   The midterms and quizzes will not be cumulative in their content, but the final examination may include essay questions that will require a knowledge and interpretation of materials from earlier parts of the course.  A library exercise will be assigned, and it is worth up to +4 points added to your final average.   Extra credit is also available, and it is worth, depending on the quality of your work, up to +3 points added to the final average of your exams.  You will find the extra credit exercise posted online. 
Guides to assist you with your study of the textbook materials are posted online.  In addition, you should review the materials provided by the publisher of the Brinkley text and available on the Internet.  Pay particular attention to the interactive multiple choice questions because some of them may be used in your class examinations.  


All examinations, quizzes, and other assignments must be completed at the time scheduled unless you present a verifiable and acceptable emergency excuse, such as a physician’s note.  If not, you automatically will receive a grade of “0” for the missed work.  It is your responsibility to find out any assignments you may have missed so you will be prepared and can hand in any written assignments that are due in the next class session you attend.


Students are expected to read and become familiar with the assigned material before the class, to attend class sessions regularly and on time, and to participate in all class discussions.  Education is a cooperative activity that can only occur properly if you take part fully.  Therefore, failure to take part adequately in class sessions and discussions and to be prepared each time will definitely affect your final grade.


Regular attendance in class is absolutely necessary.  A sign-in attendance sheet will be passed around at the start of class; and it is your responsibility to see that your name appears on that sheet.  You are allowed two class absences without penalty during the course of the semester, and no excuse for either of the two is necessary.  However, each additional missed class will cost you one point from your grade average and generally no excuse will be acceptable.  Since emergencies, illnesses, and other unexpected circumstances sometimes arise, you would be wise not to waste your excused absences.


If you have a disability or any other problems that may have an impact on your work in this course, please contact me so that I can assist you..  Students also need to provide documentation of their condition to the Center for Academic Success in Savitz Hall in order to receive official University services and accommodations.


Final grades will not be posted and cannot be obtained directly from the History Department or from me over the telephone or by e-mail.   Therefore, please do not contact me for individual final grades.  However, you can get them from the Registrar by the Student Banner System on the web.  See the printed Schedule of Courses for details.  If you provide me a self-addressed and stamped 9 ½” x 4” standard business-sized envelop at the time of the final examination, I will mail your graded bluebook along with your semester grade.  Alternatively, if you provide me a stamped addressed postal card, I will send out just your final exam grade and your semester grade.  If you feel that an error has been made, contact me at the beginning of the spring semester.
TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER MATERIALS:

1.   Brinkley, Alan.  American History: A Survey.  Volume 1.  Thirteenth ed.  McGraw-Hill: New York, 
2009.

2.   American History:  A Survey website:  

American History: A Survey website:  
" 
http://www.mhhe.com/brinkley13


Student Resources: On Line Learning Center.
 
For each online chapter, pay particular attention to the sections on Main Themes. Learning Objectives,, and Quizzes, esp. the multiple choice and essay questions.  Some of these questions may appear on your examinations.

3.   McClellan, Jim R.  Historical Movements: Changing Interpretations of America’s Past.  Volume 1.  The 
Pre-Columbian Period Through the Civil War.   Second ed.  Dushkin/McGraw-Hill: New York, 
NY, 2000. 
4.    The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences will offer a series of workshops during the semester to 
acquaint Rowan Seminar students with the services and facilities offered by the university.  A 
special sheet listing the subject, time and place of each of these workshops will be posted.  All 
Rowan seminar students are required to attend at least one workshop of your choosing and submit 
to Dr. Kress a one page summary of what you learned.   You must attend the workshop in person.  
If you wish to attend more than one workshop, you can earn +1 point of extra credit for each 
additional workshop and written submission. The credit will be added to your final course average 
at the end of the semester.  Any and all workshop submissions must be completed by November 
30.  Failure to submit at least one write-up will result in -2 points subtracted from your course 
average.
5.     A sheet giving instructions for an additional extra credit exercise worth up to +3 points added to your 
course average at the end of the semester is posted on the course website.  It involves reading one 
extra book.
READING ASSIGNMENTS:  (Each Roman numeral corresponds to a week of classes.)


Caution:  Please pace your study with the assignments listed for each week, about a chapter or so per time, and do not confine your reading to the rate of the material covered in class.  In the classroom, we will spend more time on some subjects and chapters than others, especially in the first part of the course. However, for the examinations you will be tested on all the required material indicated on this syllabus as well as the material covered in class.

I.
Introduction:  The Old World Encounters the New



Brinkley, Chapter 1 


American History: A Survey website:  
" 
http://www.mhhe.com/brinkley13e




Student Resources: On Line Learning Center for Chapter 1.

McClellan, Chapters 1, 2, 3

II  
Early Colonies



Brinkley, Chapter 2



American History: A Survey website:  
" 
http://www.mhhe.com/brinkley13e





Student Resources: On Line Learning Center for Chapter 2.


McClellan, Chapters 4, 5


There will be no class on Monday, September 28.
III.
Developed Colonial Society


.
Brinkley, Chapter 3



American History: A Survey website:  
" 
http://www.mhhe.com/brinkley13e





Student Resources: On Line Learning Center for Chapter 3.


McClellan, Chapters 7, 8

IV.
Increased Colonial Tensions



Brinkley, Chapter 4
" 
http://www.mhhe.com/brinkley13e




American History: A Survey website:  

Student Resources: On Line Learning Center for Chapter 4.


McClellan, Chapters 9, 10

V.
The American Revolution



Brinkley, Chapter 5, and the Declaration of Independence, pp. A-9 to A-11 



American History: A Survey website:  
" 
http://www.mhhe.com/brinkley13e





Student Resources: On Line Learning Center for Chapter 5.


McClellan, Chapters 13, 14

VI.
MIDTERM EXAMINATION:  October 19.

Constitution and New Republic



Brinkley, Chapter 6, and the Constitution of 1787, pp. A-12 to A21 



American History: A Survey website:  
" 
http://www.mhhe.com/brinkley13e





Student Resources: On Line Learning Center for Chapter 6.


McClellan, Chapter 15

VII.
Early Presidencies



Brinkley, Chapter 7



American History: A Survey website: 
" 
http://www.mhhe.com/brinkley13e





Student Resources: On Line Learning Center for Chapter 7.


McClellan, Chapter 16

VIII.
National Growth and Early Expansionism



Brinkley, Chapter 8



American History: A Survey website:  
" 
http://www.mhhe.com/brinkley13e





Student Resources: On Line Learning Center for Chapter 8.


McClellan, Chapters 17, 18

IX,
LIBRARY EXERCISE:  Due November 2 (Late work will not be accepted.)
Jacksonian Democracy



Brinkley, Chapter 9



American History: A Survey website:  
" 
http://www.mhhe.com/brinkley13e





Student Resources: On Line Learning Center for Chapter 9.


McClellan, Chapter 21

X.
Economic Growth and Reforms



Brinkley, Chapters 10, 12



American History: A Survey website:  
" 
http://www.mhhe.com/brinkley13e





Student Resources: On Line Learning Center for Chapter 10, 12
McClellan, Chapters 18, 20, 24
XI.
MIDTERM EXAMINATION:  November 23
Slavery and Internal Antagonism



Brinkley, Chapter 11



American History: A Survey website:  
" 
http://www.mhhe.com/brinkley13e





Student Resources: On Line Learning Center for Chapter 11.


McClellan, Chapters 7 (review), 19

.
XII.
Mexican War and Later Expansionism



Brinkley, Chapter 13 (pp. 342-354)



American History: A Survey website:  
" 
http://www.mhhe.com/brinkley13e





Student Resources: On Line Learning Center for Chapter 13.


McClellan, Chapters 22, 23

XIII.      ALL EXTRA CREDIT EXERCISES: Due on November 30. Late work will not be accepted


Road to Session



Brinkley, Chapter 13 (pp. 355-369)



American History: A Survey website:  
" 
http://www.mhhe.com/brinkley13e





Student Resources: On Line Learning Center for Chapter 13.


McClellan, Chapter 26

XIV.
Civil War



Brinkley, Chapter 14



American History: A Survey website:  
" 
http://www.mhhe.com/brinkley13e





Student Resources: On Line Learning Center for Chapter 14.


McClellan, Chapters 27, 28

XV.
FINAL EXAMINATION: Finals week begins December 15
