African American History to 1865 

(HIST 05376)

Professor Chanelle Rose 
Fall 2009
Room: Robinson Hall, 204



Office: Robinson Hall, 216L

TR: 10:50 -12:05 p.m.
Office hours: TR: 12:30-1:00 p.m. and by appointment.

Phone: 865.256.4500, x3963
Email: rosec@rowan.edu               

Purpose of Course

The purpose of this course is twofold. First, it is an introduction to some of the major themes and debates in African American history. We will focus on these themes during the periods that cover pre-colonial West African society, the trans-Atlantic slave trade, the Revolutionary War, the abolitionist movement, and the Civil War. As we move through time, we will explore African retention, the origins of slavery, black protest traditions, resistance, and the development of African American culture, Particular attention will be focused on how race, religion, gender, class, ethnicity, and region shaped the African American experience and “peculiar” institution. Students will be asked to ponder how the significance of race and shifting status of enslaved Africans became the acid test for American democracy. We will also adopt a transnational perspective demonstrating how global events influenced this marginalized group while emphasizing the larger socio-economic and political currents taking place in the domestic sphere. Second, this course is designed to improve students’ critical thinking skills and enhance their understanding of how historians construct their arguments. To this end, the readings focus on secondary sources (essays written by historians) and primary sources (materials written at the time). 
Design of Course
The class will include a combination of lectures and discussion. In addition to the required text, we will use film, music, oral histories, and other historical resources to broaden our discussion of the weekly assigned readings. Students should come prepared to engage in a lively and informed discussion each week. 
Required Reading Available at the Campus Bookstore:

Brown, Elsa Barkley, Thomas C. Holt. Major Problems in African American History, Volume 1 From Slavery to Freedom, 1619-1877: Documents and Essays. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2000. ISBN: 0669249912

Andrews, Williams and Henry Louis Gates (eds.).  Slave Narratives. New York: Library of America, 2000. ISBN: 0585282285

Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin (New York: Viking Press, 1982) ISBN: 0940450011

	


Yacovone, Donald. Freedom’s Journey: African American Voices of the Civil War. Chicago: Lawrence Hill Books, 2004. ISBN: 1556525117   

Weekly Assignments

The assignment for each week is included in the course outline in the syllabus. The readings from Major Problems in African American History contain two parts. One section contains essays written by historians on the topic for that week. The other section is a series of documents produced by people who lived during the particular time. These writings address some aspect of the theme(s) in the historians’ essays. You are allowed to miss two weekly assignments, but additional missed assignments will affect your grade. 
Read Both Sections Carefully and Follow These Instructions

For the homework, take one page of notes on the documents. You may want to take more notes for yourself. In the first paragraph of your notes, discuss the essays by historians, or “secondary sources.” State only the thesis or argument advanced by the author(s). One paragraph should be sufficient. 

In the second paragraph of your notes, evaluate the documents or “primary sources.” After closely reading and thinking about the sources, ask if the evidence upholds the argument(s) of the historian(s). Does a particular author convince you? Why? Do you think the evidence upholds no author? What do you think the evidence offers instead? Suggest a possible argument. Could you combine different arguments to create your own synthesis, based on the sources? Write down your ideas, stating the argument the evidence upholds and whether that argument is your own, a synthesis, or if it belongs to a specific author. 

Attendance and Participation
Regular attendance in class is absolutely necessary.  A sign-in attendance sheet will be passed around at the start of class; and it is your responsibility to see that your name appears on that sheet.  During the course of the semester, you are permitted two unexcused absences without penalty. However, each additional missed class will cost you one point from your grade average, and generally no excuse will be acceptable.  Since emergencies and unexpected circumstances sometimes arise, you would be wise not to waste your excused absences.

Your academic success is important. If you have a documented disability that may have an impact upon your work in this class, please contact me. Students must provide documentation of their disability to the Academic Success Center in order to receive official University services and accommodations. The Academic Success Center can be reached at 856-256-4234. The Center is located on the 3rd floor of Savitz Hall. The staff is available to answer questions regarding accommodations or assist you in your pursuit of accommodations. We look forward to working with you to meet your learning goals.
Weekly Assignments are due on Thursdays
Grading
Weekly Writing Assignment



15%

Class Participation/Attendance


15%

First paper (2-3 pages)



15%

Second paper (3-5 pages)



20%

Final paper (5-7 pages)



35%
Late papers will be penalized one third of a grade for each day they are late. 

 No papers will be accepted via email
COURSE OUTLINE

Week 1 

1 September 
Introduction to the Struggle for African-American History
 & the Social Construction of Race
3 September 

Major Problems in African-American History, pp. 1-34

Film: Excerpts from Race: The Power of an Illusion Episode Three: “The House We Live In” (2003). Molefi Asante, “Afrocentricity,” in Marable Manning, ed. Let Nobody Turn Us Around: Voices of Resistance, Reform, and Renewal (Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2000), pp. 577-587 (Weekly assignment and summary of Asante reading due).
Week 2

8 September 

The Contested Legacy of Africa  
10 September 
John Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom: A History of African Americans (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1994), pp. 1-26. (Summary of readings due) 
Film: Basil Davidson, Africa I: Different But Equal (1984).
Week 3

15 September 
The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade

17 September 
Readings: Major Problems in African American History, pp.36-81. 

The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano or Gustavus Vassa, The African. Written by Himself. (1789).   
Week 4

22 September 
The Origins of Slavery and Racism in North America
Film: Slavery and the Making of America (2005).
24 September 
Major Problems in African American History, pp.82-108.
Week 5

29 September 
Slavery & Colonial North America (1619-1763)
1 October 

Major Problems in African American History, pp.157-194.
Week 6

6 October 
African Americans, the American Revolution and the Constitution
8 October 
Major Problems in African American History pp.115-125 and 140-156.
Gary B. Nash, “Black Americans in a White Republic,” Race and Revolution (Madison: Madison House, 1990), pp. 56-117. 
1st paper due!
Week 7

13 October 
Northern Slavery & Emancipation
15 October  

Narrative of Sojourner Truth, A Northern Slave, pp.575-646.
Week 8

20 October 

Film: Africans in America: Brotherly Love (1998).
Free Blacks in the North and South

22 October 

John Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom: A History of African Americans, pp.148-170.
Week 9 

27 October 
Slave Culture 
29 October 

Major Problems in African-American History, pp. 110-114, 127 -140, 195-244.

Week 10

3 November  

Election Day! (No classes). 

5 November 

Sex, Gender, and the Peculiar Institution
Major Problems in African American History, pp. 245-277.
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, pp. 751-788, 799-809, 840-850.
Week 11

10 November 

Slavery and Resistance

12 November 

The Confessions of Nat Turner, The Leader of the Late Insurrections in Southampton, VA (pp.245-265) and Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave, pp. 320-334 and 350-362.
Second paper due!
Week 12

17 November 

The Black Intellectual Tradition
19 November
Reading: Richard Newman, Patrick Rael and Phillip Lapsansky, eds., Pamphlets of Protest: An Anthology of Early African American Protest Literature, 1790-1860. pp. 90-110, 156-159, 198-213, 226-239, 254-261.
Week 13

24 November 

The Abolitionist Movement 
Reading: Stowe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin pp.1-520.
26 November 

Thanksgiving recess!

Week 14

1 December 

The Civil War – Two Parts: The Road to War and Slavery
Freedom’s Journey: African American Voices of the Civil War. pp. 71-74, 90-106.
3 December 

Freedom’s Journey: African American Voices of the Civil War. pp. 152-167, 169-181, 182-192, 350-353, 517.
Final paper due on Thursday December 17, 2009!
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