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This course explores the Gilded Age and Progressive Era and the periods of American history that came immediately before and after. The last decades of the nineteenth century and first decades of the twentieth century were times of dramatic change in the social structure, cultural life, intellectual temper, economy, and world influence of the United States. The United States made a critical transition from a nation that was largely agrarian, rural, and relatively ethnically homogenous to one that was industrial, urban, and ethnically diverse.  We will study the changing class structure, the shifting role of government, the creation of modern culture, the diversification of society, and the transformation of relations between sexes and among races.  We will focus on the impact of broad social patterns on the nature of daily life, including work, family, education, and leisure.  We will also consider the fierce resistance to massive social and cultural change and discuss the bitter disputes over the future of the United States that characterized this exciting period of optimism and frustration.  In this class we will examine the ways in which modern American society and culture are rooted in the profound transformations that occurred at the last turn of the century.

The course combines lectures, discussions, in-class writing, small group work, and audio-visual presentations.  You will be expected to incorporate all of these materials into tests and written assignments.

Attendance is mandatory.  Please contact me in advance if you must be absent.  More than one unexcused absence will result in an automatic reduction of your final grade of one grade point per absence (e.g., from B+ to B).

Required Texts
Willa Cather, O Pioneers!
Colin Calloway, ed., Our Hearts Fell to the Ground: Plains Indian Views of How the West Was Lost
Rebecca Edwards, New Spirits: Americans in the Gilded Age, 1865-1905
Leon Fink, ed., Major Problems in the Gilded Age and the Progressive Era 2nd EDITION
Lewis L. Gould, America in the Progressive Era, 1890-1914
James Marten, ed., Childhood and Child Welfare in the Progressive Era: A Brief History with Documents
Jacqueline Jones Royster, ed., Southern Horrors and Other Writings: The Anti-Lynching Campaign of Ida B. Wells, 1892-1900

Assignments and Class Requirements
As an upper-level course, this class requires a serious commitment of time and energy.  We will work especially hard on sharpening critical reading skills.  The best way to approach the reading is to keep up with the syllabus.  You are expected to complete each day’s reading before coming to class.  Please bring the appropriate book(s) to class with you.  During most class meetings there will be exercises based on the readings, ranging from document analysis to role-playing activities.  There will also be regular pop quizzes.   
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You will write three short primary source papers for this class.  The first paper is due on Wednesday, September 30.  For this paper you will answer in 3-4 typed pages any of the questions for consideration at the back of Our Hearts Fell to the Ground, the document collection we will be reading about Native Americans’ view of “losing” the West.  The second paper will be based either on Willa Cather’s novel O Pioneers! (due Monday, November 2) OR Southern Horrors, Ida B. Wells’s anti-lynching writings (due Wednesday, November 23).  You may choose which of these books you prefer to write about.  These papers should be 4-5 typed pages and are due on the days we discuss the books in class.  On the final exam you will answer an essay question on the book about which you have not already written a paper.  In the third paper (due Wednesday, December 9) you will answer in 3-4 typed pages any of the questions for consideration at the back of Childhood and Child Welfare in the Progressive Era, the document collection we will be reading about children and youth during the early twentieth century.  We will discuss all these assignments in further detail.  

We will discuss all of these assignments in further detail.  If you have problems with an assignment, please talk to me before it is due.  You must hand in all assignments to receive a passing grade for this course.  Plagiarism of any kind constitutes grounds for immediate failure.  

Participation in classroom discussion and in-class activities will form an important part of your grade.

There will be a final exam for this course, date TBA.

Your final grade will be based on the following plan:

Participation and in-class activities			10%
Calloway paper		 			15%
Cather/Royster paper	 				20%
Marten paper						15%
Quizzes						15%
Final exam						25%

Course Schedule (subject to change)
The reading assignments listed for each date should be completed before class that day. When no reading assignment is listed, we will be doing a special activity in class.


W 9/2		Introduction to course

W 9/9		New Spirits, Introduction, Chapters 1-2

M 9/14	New Spirits, Chapter 3

W 9/16	New Spirits, Chapter 4

M 9/21	New Spirits, Chapter 5

W 9/23	New Spirits, Chapter 6

M 9/28	no class–Yom Kippur

W 9/30	Our Hearts Fell to the Ground

3-4 page paper due

M 10/5	New Spirits, Chapter 7

W 10/7	New Spirits, Chapter 8

M 10/12	New Spirits, Chapter 9

W 10/14	New Spirits, Chapter 10

M 10/19	New Spirits, Chapter 11, Epilogue

W 10/21	America in the Progressive Era, Chapters 1-2

M 10/26	America in the Progressive Era, Chapters 2-4

W 10/28	America in the Progressive Era, Chapter 5

M 11/2	O Pioneers!
4-5 page paper option due

W 11/4	Major Problems, Chapter 12, “Progressivism: Roots of Reform,” documents and McCormick essay

M 11/9	Major Problems, Chapter 13, “Progressivism: Foundations for a New American State,” documents and Foner essay

W 11/11	Major Problems, Chapter 5, “Rise of the Industrial City: New Places, New Peoples,” documents and Bodnar essay

M 11/16	Major Problems, Chapter 11, “Consumer Culture and Commercialized Leisure,” documents and Barth essay

W 11/18	film: Mr. Sears’s Catalog

M 11/23	Southern Horrors
4-5 page paper option due

W 11/25	Major Problems, Chapter 8, “Professionalism and the Use of New Knowledge,” documents and Muncy essay

M 11/30	Major Problems, Chapter 9, “The Language of Empire,” documents and Kennedy essay

W 12/2	Major Problems, Chapter 15, “America and the Great War,” documents and Link essay

M 12/7	film: America and Lewis Hine

W 12/9	Children and Childhood Welfare in the Progressive Era
3-4 page paper due

M 12/14	Conclusion of course






