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This course intends to provide students with the fundamental skills necessary to be a successful researcher in the field of history. The course will cover the skills of finding, reading and analyzing primary sources and secondary scholarship; structuring critiques for the purpose of investigating original research questions; and conducting investigations within theoretically informed paradigms toward understanding past societies and peoples.
The first half of the course will be dedicated to the skills of research and writing, utilizing a case study as a combined effort of the class: law and society in the early empires of China. It was in this era that the traditions of historiography were born in China, and from which numerous bamboo documents (many of which are now in translation) have survived. This case study will allow the class to progress through the stages of research together, the skills of which are then to be applied to individual student research projects. We will progress through systematic reading and critiquing of historians’ writings and primary sources related to this case study, as well as those related to your own research. We will then utilize these analyses to construct, support and present arguments. Alongside these steps, each student will propose a new research project based upon a topic of their choice and within the realm of the case study of this course – law, governing and society. In the remainder of the semester, the students will focus on writing their own research paper based on analyses of primary documents and in the format of a submission to a scholarly journal.
EVALUATION
Participation and Attendance  (20%) All students will be required to attend and actively participate in class.  Participation grade will be based on attendance, participation in discussion and completion of presentations as required in the assignments. Several handouts for homework assignments and concepts covered in class will be distributed during the course, given in class and posted on Blackboard.  If you miss the presentations portions of the class due to tardiness or complete absence, this will count against the total grade.

Homework (35%) Each student will keep a digital research notebook and a hard copy notebook of outlines, abstracts and reviews written during the course of the class. The research notebook assignments are denoted by the square sign (■) and worth 25% of the final grade. The other homework assignments, marked by the circle sign ((), are worth 10% (2 each), and those marked by an asterisk (*) must be printed out for class and turned into the Blackboard site for your section. You may complete two late homework assignments by week 8 without penalty.  In addition, each student must complete a plagiarism certification.  
Research Project : All aspects of this project should be submitted online on WEB CT before class begins (45% of final grade) 

Each student will complete a 15 page original research paper on an aspect law, governing and society from a region and period of their choice (and the instructor’s approval). This assignment is preceded and accompanied by a digital research notebook containing work steps that are important to writing a research paper.  The research paper will consist of three stages: the rough draft(s) (15%), the presentation based on peer review(s) (5%) and the final draft (25%).  The rough and final drafts must be submitted through Turnitin.com.

Blackboard  This course will use Blackboard extensively; please be comfortable with using it.  In particular, you must learn how to ATTACH FILES to Blackboard.
Course Texts

Martha Howell and Walter Prevenier. 2001. From Reliable Sources: An Introduction to Historical Methods. Cornell University.

Mark Edward Lewis. 2007. The Early Chinese Empires – Qin and Han. Harvard University.

William Kelleher Storey. 2008. Writing History: A Guide for Students. Oxford University.

Anna Green and Kathleen Troup. 1999. Houses of History. New York University.

Reserve Readings are accessible at the Library or on Blackboard.  

Course Schedule

1. Introduction: History and Research

i. course structure, skills and responsibilities; general concepts and case studies: Storey (1-5); 
Howell (1-16); Lewis Introduction (1-4)

ii. sources and searching (*session at Library): Storey (6-24); Howell (17-27)
2. Sources of Historical Knowledge

i. sources of history: Storey (25-31); Howell (43-68)



( Library Assignment, Lewis bibliography summary



■ research topic (include three introductory secondary sources)

ii. contextualizing historical inquiries: Lewis Geography of Empire (5-29)


( outline of Lewis book (themes, chapters, resources)
3. Reading Sources

i. gathering information (proper uses & citations): Storey (33-51); Lewis Law (227-252);



primary source - the Yu shu letter of Shuihudi [handout]


( abstract of Lewis Law (with “further readings” list)


ii. framing research inquiry: Green The empiricists (1-14), The Annales (87-97) 


■ research question (what kind of sources will you draw from?)

4. Theory and Applications

i. Marxism and historical sociology: Green Marxist historians (33-43), Historical Sociology (110-120), 


Structural Analysis of Social Revolutions (121-140) 


( citations exercise and plagiarism sheet

ii. integrative historical research: Howell (88-109); Goodrich A Marxist Perspective – In Perspective


■ secondary source bibliography
5. Analyzing Sources

i. analytical approaches: Green Quantitative History (141-150), The Household (151-171)

ii. “social lives” of sources and their uses : Howell (43-68); Hulsewé 1985 Introduction (1-13)



■ primary source bibliography
6. Primary Sources

i. making inferences: Howell (69-87); Storey (53-67)


■ outline a primary source

ii. synthesizing primary sources: Shuihudi documents translated in Hulsewé 1985 (article groups 


A and D, to be divided among class participants)


( * summarize content of Qin law documents (assigned sections)
7. Secondary Sources and Historical Scholarship

i. reconstructing the past: Green Anthropology and ethnohistory (172-182); Darnton The Great Cat 



Massacre


■ review a secondary source which utilizes the previously outlined primary source

ii. scholarly discussion: one article (Kudō 1990; McLeod and Yates 1981; Nylan 2000; Turner 



1993; Weld 2000; Yamada 1990; Yates 1987, 1988, 1995, 2009)



( * abstract of assigned article (and present abstract)
8. Formulating an Argument

i. disciplines of research: Howell (119-150); Storey (69-73)

ii. class presentations


■ research proposal
9. Presenting an Argument

i. defining terms: Lewis Writing and Authority in Early Imperial China (Introduction)

ii. building an argument: Storey (75-87)



■ annotated bibliography
10. [Individual Meetings]



■ paper outline
11. Comparative Scholarship

i. comparative scholarship: Turner Law and Punishment in the Formation of Empire

ii. class presentations: Storey (75-87)



■ book review 
12. The Review Process


■ rough draft due to peer reviewer and professor 
13. History in Film (in class discussion)

“The Emperor and the Assassin” (Jingke ci Qinwang)

“Hero” (Yingxiong)



■ analysis of peer draft 
14. Narrating the Past


■ presentation of research

Research Notebook

This notebook will be a virtual notebook on Blackboard.  Each step must be turned in on Blackboard.  They must be turned in no later than one week after the due date or no credit will be given.  Each assignment is worth 2 points, except the proposal, which is worth 5.  The completed notebook is worth 25 percent of the final grade. 

1. Propose a research topic. Choose an argument or thesis proposed by a scholar in a secondary source.  Write about it in at least two long (over 4 sentences) paragraphs: one describing the overall argument, one explaining the specific argument, and why this argument deserves further investigation.  

2. Develop a main research question for your paper based on your initial reading of at least one introductory secondary source.  Revise your list of possible sources. 
3. Do a secondary source bibliography around your source and topic idea.  The bibliography should have at least 15 book sources and 5 article-length sources.  No websites, unless there is a published version of the text off-line.  You must use Chicago Manual of Style citation format for all assignments in this class.

4. Do a primary source bibliography.  Find at least 10 primary sources that would help your source more fully support your research idea.
5. Outline one primary source realted to your topic of research. Narrate the life or “geneology” of the source, detail the creator(s) and purpose of the source at the time of its creation. Summarize the uses of this source, emphasizing its strengths and weaknesses. Does this source provide pertinent evidence or arguments for your topic?
6. Review an article (2 pages) of secondary scholarship that makes use of the primary source(s) you read for the previous exercise. What is the thesis of the article? To which portions of the primary source(s) does the author makie reference and how does this relate to the author’s argument?
7. Write a final proposal, 5-7 pages.  The proposal should include:

· Paper’s Thesis

· Explanation of how the paper will argue the thesis. 

· Evaluation of primary sources available.

· Historiography, to explain why the paper is original. 

· Tell why the paper is important..

· Assure the reader that your project can be accomplished

8. Create an annotated bibliography. Create a better bibliography than the first ones and combine primary and secondary sources. Choose the most important secondary (10, including at least two of our common readings) and primary (5, including your main source) and show that you’ve read them with a brief summary and explain how they will support your paper, as specifically as possible.  The paragraph should be at least five sentences long.  

9. Write a book review of the most important secondary source (outside our class readings; see attached sources list) for your paper.  The review should be between 900-1200 words and should summarize the book and evaluate its strengths and weaknesses.  You will present your book to the class. 

10. Paper outline. Write a detailed outline of the paper.  The outline should include the thesis and each paragraph with specific evidence that you plan to use to support the thesis. 
11. Analysis of peer draft. This one page critique should focus on the five main points for which you were responsible in the initial proposal, and emphasize issues of content more than writing style.
Readings

Bielenstein, Hans. (1987). Chinese Historical Demography AD 2-1982. Bulletin of the Museum of Far Eastern 

Antiquities 59.
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Manuscript Production in Early China. Journal of East Asian Archaeology 4:143-181.

Kudō Motō. 1990. The Ch’in Bamboo Strip Book of Divination (Rishu) and Ch’in Legalism. Acta Asiatica no.58, p.24-37.
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_____. 2006. The Government of the Qin and Han Empires, 221 BCE – 220 CE. Hacket Publishing.
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the Feng-chen shih. Harvard Journal Of Asiatic Studies 41.1: 111-163.

Nylan, Michael. 2000. Textual Authority in Pre-Han and Han. Early China 25: 205-258. 
Turner, Karen. 1993. War, Punishment and the Law of Nature in Early Chinese Concepts of the State. Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 53.2: 285-324. 
_____. 2009. Law and Punishment in the Formation of Empire. In Rome and China: Comparative Perspectives on Ancient World Empires, ed. Walter Scheidel, 52-82. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Weld Susan. 2000. Chu Law in Action: Legal Documents from Tomb 2 at Baoshan. In Defining Chu: Image and Reality in Ancient China, eds. Constance A. Cook and John S. Major, 77-97.Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press. 

Yamada Katsuyoshi. 1990. Offices and Officials of Works, Markets and Lands in the Ch’in Dynasty. Acta Asiatica no.58, p.1-23.

Yates, Robin D.S. 1987. Social Status in the Ch’in: Evidence from the Yunmeng Legal Documents. Part One: Commoners. Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies vol.47 no.1, p.197-237. 
_____. 1988. New Light on Ancient Military Texts: Notes on Their Nature and Evolution, and the 
Development of Military Specialization in Warring States China. T’oung Pao 74.4-5:212-248.

_____. 1995. State Control of Bureaucrats Under the Qin: Techniques and Procedures. Early China 
no.20, p.331-365.
_____. 2009. Law and the Military in Early China. In Military Culture in Imperial China, ed. Nicola Di Cosmo, 23-44. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.
