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READ THESE GUIDE CAREFULLY
Introduction

As its title indicates, this course deals with the method, procedures and ideas used by historians as part of their work.  It is designed to show how the discipline of history has been practiced by other historians and to give students practical experience in the research and writing of their own history papers.  


Students are expected to read and become familiar with the assigned material before the class, to attend class sessions regularly and on time, and to participate in all class discussions.  Education is a cooperative activity that can only occur properly if you take part fully.  Therefore, failure to take part adequately in class sessions and discussions and to be prepared each time definitely will affect your final grade.

Goals


Students in this course will learn to:

· Use the library and Internet effectively to conduct historical research.
· Read secondary sources critically and evaluate websites.

· Analyze images and written and oral primary courses.

· Use source materials ethically and include proper citations in all written work.

· Become familiar with a variety of theoretical approaches to history.

· Recognize the range of possible interpretations in history and to think like a historian.

· Write abstracts of books and articles, a book review, a film review, a research proposal, and research paper.

Attendance


Regular attendance in class is mandatory.  A sign-in attendance sheet will be passed around at the start of class; and it is your responsibility to see that your name appears on that sheet.  You are allowed one class absence for any reason during the semester without incurring a penalty, and it is not necessary to submit an excuse.   However, each additional missed class will cost you one half a letter grade from your final average and generally no excuse will be acceptable.  Since emergencies, illnesses, and other unexpected circumstances sometimes arise, you would be wise not to waste your excused absence.

Assignments Due Date

The work in this class is extensive and it is writing intensive.  Plan to spend at least 6-8 hours a week outside of class on your assignments and reading. 


Grammar, punctuation, and writing style all count.  Be sure to proofread all submissions.  If you have trouble with your writing, please consult the Writing Lab in Room 132A Bozarth Hall or the Writing Lab Outpost in the Multimedia/Resource Room, first floor, Campbell Library for help right away.


All assignments must be completed at the time scheduled unless you present a verifiable and acceptable emergency excuse, such as a physician’s note.  If not, you automatically will receive a grade of “0” for the missed work.  It is your responsibility to find out any assignments you may have missed so you will be prepared and can hand in any written assignments.  Even if you are absent for any reason, you still are required to hand in all written assignments at the scheduled time.  If you cannot get to class, email me the assignment before class time.  If the assignment is not received promptly, it will cost you points from your final average.  Final research papers will not be accepted late at all, and you will receive a zero for the assignment.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism in all forms will NOT be tolerated.  Even if you are pressed for time or lack ideas, plagiarism is not acceptable under any circumstances.  A plagiarized assignment or paper will result in a failing grade for the entire course and you will be reported to the university administration for possibly more severe consequences.    


Turnitin.com

Rowan University has a licensing agreement with Turnitin.com, an online service to help prevent plagiarism.  As part of this course I will use Turnitin to determine the originality of your work.  If your work is submitted to Turnitin, it will be stored in the Turnitin database.  You have the right to refuse either to submit your work to Turnitin, and it will not affect your success in this course to do so.  But if you do not wish to use Turnitin, you must notify me in writing or by email within two weeks of the start of this course and your reasons for doing so.  I will then use other procedures to assess the originality of your submitted work.


You will first need to register in Turnitin.com, following the simple steps online. .    Below is the information that you will need to enroll when you access the website.  Please enroll by the end of September.at the latest.


Class name: Historical Methods 1



Class ID: 2796902


Class enrollment password: lbkress1


Evaluation


10%   Library assignment


  5%   Article abstract


15%   Book analysis


15%   Film analysis


10%   Term paper proposal and thesis

10%   Annotated bibliography of term paper

10%   Preliminary outline of term paper

25%   Completed term paper

If you have a disability or any other problems that may have an impact on your work in this course, please contact me so that I can assist you.  Students also need to provide documentation of their condition to the Center for Academic Success in Savitz Hall in order to receive official University services and accommodations.

Final grades will not be posted and cannot be obtained directly from the History Department or from me over the telephone or by e-mail.   Therefore, please do not contact me for individual final grades.  However, you can get them from the Registrar by the Student Banner System on the web.  See the printed Schedule of Courses for details.  If you feel that an error has been made, contact me at the beginning of the spring semester.
TEXTBOOKS


Furay, Conal, and Michael Salevouris. The Methods and Skills of History: A Practical Guide, 2nd ed.  Harlan Davidson: Wheeling, IL, 2000. 


Rampolla, Mary Lynn.  A Pocket Guide to Writing History, 6th ed.  Bedford/ St. Martin’s: New York: 2010.


Wilson, Norman J. History in Crisis? Recent Directions in Historiography, 2nd ed. Pearson/Prentice Hall: Upper Saddle River, NJ. 2005.


Winkler, Allan. Home Front USA, 2nd ed. Harlan Davidson: Wheeling, IL, 2000.
ASSIGNMENTS
September 14:  
Introduction:  What Is History and What Is Its Value

Historiography lecture



Read: Wilson. Chapters 1-3 


Read: Rampolla, Chapter 1 (pp.1-5)



Read: Furay, Chapter 1  




 Do exercise, Chap 1, Set A ex 1 

Discussion of library assignment, which will be due in the next class.


Read: Furay, Chapter 6

September 21:  
Historiography; Theses, and Abstracts

Library Assignment due today


Discussion of historiography



Read: Wilson, Chapter 4;  


Read: Furay, Chapter 13  



Read: Furay, Chapter 2




Prepare: Furay exercises Chap. 2, Set A ex. 2, Set B ex 3


Discussion of abstract of articles.  An abstract is an abbreviated, accurate representation 


of the contents of a document that should enable readers to identify the basic 


content of a document quickly and accurately, to determine the argument that the 


writer makes and to determine relevance of the subject.

Assignment:



Select an article from any scholarly historical journal that deals with American 


history.  Then write a one page abstract of the article based on question listed in 


Furay, pp. 115-117, Set A, ex 2..  It will be due in the next class.   Be sure first to 


submit it to Turnitin.com. 

Also, by the next class create for yourself a Turnitin account.  See instructions above. 

September 28: 
No Class Today
October 5:  
Evidence and Causation in History; Book Reviews

Abstract of a scholarly article is due today


Discussion of the use of evidence and the issue of bias and prejudice.  



Read: Furay, Chapter 3, 4


            
Prepare: Chapter 3, Set A, ex 1; Chapter 4, Set A, ex. 1, 2.
Discussion of a book analysis, which will be due in the next class.  Be sure first to submit 
it to Turnitin.com.

Read: Furay, Chapter 7 



Read: entire Winkler book
October 12: 
Secondary Sources, Reviews, and Analyses

Book review and analysis is due today


Discussion of secondary sources


Read: Rampolla, pp. 14-17, 25-33


Discussion of term paper proposal, which will be due in the next class.  Be sure first to 
submit 
it to Turnitin.com.
October 19: 
Paper Mechanics: Footnotes, Endnotes, Bibliographies, Writing Styles

Term paper proposal is due today.  

Discussion of University of Chicago style for footnotes and bibliographies


Read: Furay, Chapter 12, pp. 214-216; 


Read: Rampolla, pp. 101-133.


An annotated bibliography will be due in the next class. 
October 26: 
Evaluating Primary Sources

Preliminary annotated bibliography is due today

Discussion of primary sources, including electronic ones 



Read: Furay, Chapter 9, pp 143-158  



Prepare exercises on pp. 150-152, Set A, ex 1, 2.


Read: Rampolla, pp. 6-13, 17-24
November 2: 
Academic Honesty; Film Reviews

Discussion of plagiarism and academic honesty



Read: Rampolla, Chapter 6;

  
Discussion of historical film review, which will be due in the next class.  Be sure first to 
submit it to Turnitin.com. 


Read: Furay, Chapter 8 pp. 131-138; 


Read: Rampolla, pp. 33-36.

November 9: 
History: Marxism, Annales Tradition, Post Modernism, Gender History Etc.

Film review due today. 


Read: Wilson, Chapters 4 (again), 5, 7.  


Discussion of term paper outline, which will be due in the next class.


Read: Furay, Chapter 12, pp. 207-217. 



Prepare Set B, ex 1, 2.


Read: Rampolla, pp. 86-87

November 16: 
Oral History

Term paper outline is due today; 


Discussion of oral history uses and techniques


Furay, Chapter 10, pp. 169-173, and appendix B, pp. 263-266.

Assignment:



With careful reference to Furay, pp. 172-173, think of a prominent individual 


who might be interesting to interview to find out information for your paper topic 


and type out a list of at least 10 good questions you would ask him/her.



Then think of ordinary people who might have relevant information for your topic 

and type a list of at least 10 other good questions you ask to help you with your 


topic.  It will be due in the next class.  Be sure to put your name, date, and email


address and your term paper title and thesis statement at the top.
November 23: 
Student Appointments

Oral history assignment is due today

Individual appointments scheduled to discuss your term paper.
November 30: 
Student Appointments

Individual scheduled appointments continued.
December 7: 
Student Oral Reports on Their Papers

Term paper is due in class today.  Be sure first to submit it to Turnitin.com .
December 14: 
Term Papers returned with appointments

Finals week begin December 15
