	SEMINAR IN AMERICAN IMMIGRATION 
	AND ETHNIC HISTORY
	Dr. Melissa Klapper         klapper@rowan.edu     x3982
	Rowan University, Fall 2009    T 1:45–4:30

This seminar is the culmination of your career as a history major at Rowan.  In completing this course, you will have the opportunity to put to use the historical research and writing skills you have developed over the past few years.  You will select a topic, implement a research design, gather material from a variety of repositories, evaluate and analyze primary sources, and complete a coherent, extensively documented, and well-written paper of 25-30 pages.  The process will include writing a research proposal, annotated bibliography, outline, and rough draft as well as making an oral presentation of your findings.  You will share your work with your peers along the way.

The overall topic for this seminar is American immigration and ethnic history.  We will begin the semester by reading, as a group, the book Natives and Strangers: A Multicultural History of Americans, which will provide an overview of the field.  During the first few class meetings, we will discuss this book and the major historiographic issues of the field.  You should begin thinking about a specific topic for your seminar paper as soon as possible.  Any ethnic group or time period is acceptable.  You may choose to focus on a specific ethnic group at a specific time, a particular issue related to immigration in general, or a comparison among various groups.  For instance, such topics as the participation of Jews or Germans in the American Revolution or Civil War, the differences between men’s and women’s process of acculturation among post-1965 South American immigrants, or a comparison of Ellis Island and Angel Island, the major ports of entry at the turn of the last century, would all yield fruitful research projects.  Choose a focused topic about which you can make a historical argument, as your seminar paper must have a thesis based on primary source research.

Course Texts
Leonard Dinnerstein, Roger L. Nichols, and David M. Reimers, Natives and Strangers: A Multicultural History of Americans 5th edition
Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History 6th edition

Course Requirements
Read the syllabus carefully.  It is your responsibility to attend all scheduled meetings of the seminar, report to the instructor as required, and meet all deadlines.  All students must provide the instructor with email addresses and check their email regularly.  

Turn in two typed copies of all submitted work.  Students will not receive credit for work submitted late.



4

Seminar papers are the result of an entire semester’s worth of work.  They cannot be written at the last minute.  You should expect to spend at least six to eight hours a week throughout the semester locating sources, conducting research, reading, writing, and revising.

You are expected to base the bulk of your paper on primary source documents.  Keep this in mind when choosing a topic by making sure to locate relevant primary sources before deciding on a research project.  You will need to use all the primary and secondary sources available at the Rowan library and through Rowan’s extensive electronic databases.  You should also expect to use books and scholarly articles from other libraries through interlibrary loan.  Internet and database research will help you find books and articles available at other libraries, but keep in mind that interlibrary loans may take a while to arrive on campus.  Given the limitations of Rowan’s library, expect to travel to other regional libraries, such as the Free Library of Philadelphia, the University of Pennsylvania library, and the Princeton library.  You will be required to visit either the Historical Society of Pennsylvania or the Philadelphia branch of the National Archives at least once.

The seminar papers should be 25-30 pages in length, written according to the style and format in Rampolla’s A Pocket Guide to Writing in History.  All students will be required to sign a pledge stating that they understand what plagiarism is and that they will not plagiarize any part of their paper.  Students who plagiarize any part of their papers will fail the course and be reported to the dean and the provost.

Rowan University has a licensing agreement with Turnitin, an online service to help prevent student plagiarism.  As part of this course, I will be using Turnitin at my discretion to determine the originality of your work.  If your work is submitted to Turnitin, it will be stored in the Turnitin database.  You have the right to refuse either to submit your work to Turnitin or have the university do so; availing yourself of this right will not negatively impact your success in the course.  If you do not wish to use Turnitin, you must notify me by email within two weeks of today’s date.  If you object to the use of Turnitin, I will use other procedures to assess originality.

You will need to first enroll in Turnitin, following the simple steps on the website, and then enroll in this class.  Below is the information you need to enroll in our class.  Please make sure you are enrolled by the time we have our second session of class on September 8.

Turnitin	Class Name: Seminar Fall 2009
Class ID: 2780977
Class Enrollment Password: seminarklap

Course Evaluation
Class Meetings, Individual Consultations, and Reports (10%)

Students must attend all class meetings and scheduled individual consultations.  You should come to each class meeting prepared to report on your progress.  For every week when there is no class meeting or individual consultation scheduled, you must submit an email report (several paragraphs discussing the progress of your research) by 5 pm on Tuesday.  You will turn in a written report of your visit to either the Historical Society of Pennsylvania or the Philadelphia branch of the National Archives on October 13.  This report must include proof of your visit to the archive and at least one typed page discussing your visit.

Annotated Bibliography (10%) October 20
The annotated bibliography must follow the guidelines in Rampolla.  You will choose ten bibliography items, of which at least half must be primary sources and no more than two may be internet sources, to annotate.  Following each annotation, note where you located the source.  Accompanying the annotated bibliography should be a paragraph-length assessment of the state of your research to date.

Research Proposal (10%) October 27
The research proposal must follow the guidelines distributed in class.  The proposal will discuss the topic you have chosen.  It should situate your research within the scholarly research in the field.  It must include a preliminary thesis and pose research questions.  The proposal should also indicate how you plan to approach your thesis and how you will use the primary source documents to make your argument.

Thesis Statement and Outline (10%) November 17
The thesis should clearly state your argument in one sentence.  The outline should be tightly organized and give a detailed picture of the structure of your paper in 2-3 pages.  

Rough Draft (15%) November 24
The rough draft should be a full-length draft of the seminar paper.  It must include all necessary documentation.  Final papers will not be accepted from students who do not turn in rough drafts.  Your grade will be based both on your own draft and your peer review of another student’s rough draft.

Final Paper (40%) December 15
The final paper should be 25-30 pages typed, double-spaced with 1 inch margins.  The pages should be numbered.  Papers will be evaluated for their clarity, organization, research, use of primary sources, documentation, and writing style.  The final bibliography should be divided into primary and secondary sources and alphabetized within each section.  

Oral Presentation (5%) finals week   TBA
The oral presentations should include your thesis and summarize your major findings and conclusions.

Course Schedule
* denotes class meeting
all written work must be turned in by 5 pm Tuesday unless otherwise noted
*9/1		Introduction to course 
Review of citation format
Anti-plagiarism pledge

*9/8		Natives and Strangers, Preface and Chapters 1-3
Rowan library and electronic databases orientation

*9/15		Natives and Strangers, Chapters 4-7
Brainstorming session
three possible topics due

*9/22		Natives and Strangers, Chapters 8-11 and Afterword
Note-taking strategies
Visiting an archive
final topic due

9/29		Email progress report due by 5 pm

10/6		Mandatory individual consultations

*10/13	Historiography of immigration and ethnic history
Brainstorming session
written report on archive visit due

10/20		Optional individual consultation or Email progress report due by 5 pm	
annotated bibliography due

*10/27	Peer review of research proposals
research proposal due (2 copies)

11/3		no class–Election Day	

11/10		Email progress report due by 5 pm

11/17		Mandatory individual consultations
thesis statements and outlines due

11/24		rough drafts due by 5 pm (2 copies)

*12/1		peer review of rough drafts

12/8		Email progress report due by 5 pm

*12/15	Oral presentations–exact time to be announced
final papers due						

