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Course Objectives:
     This course is designed to give students a thorough understanding of the major historical events, individuals, ideas, and developments of Western Civilization from its beginnings to 1660.  It traces the evolution of Western culture from the Stone Age through the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648), with an emphasis on the medieval and early modern periods.  The course also introduces the student to the principles, practices, and methodology of historical analysis, enhancing the students’ capacity to deal with difficult texts, through weekly readings and by using both primary and secondary source.  Students will also develop the ability to communicate, in both oral and written format, through class discussion and written assignments.
Required text:
     Kagan, Donald, et al. The Western Heritage (10th edition).
     Cantor, Norman F. In the Wake of the Plague: The Black Death and the World It Made.
Class Requirements:
     There will be two major exams, including a midterm and a final exam, and a research paper of at least 8-10 pages.  Brief quizzes and a written assignment will be utilized throughout the semester and concentrating on the reading/documents and the supplementary reading.  The grading breakdown is as follows:

Midterm Exam     = 30%
Final Exam           = 30%

Research Paper    = 25%

Class Assignments= 15%

 & Participation
Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism:
     Any form of academic dishonesty, cheating, or plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any student found to be in violation of Rowan University’s policies on cheating/plagiarism will be punished accordingly.  The History department’s statement on plagiarism may be found at www.rowan.edu/history/plagiarism.html. 

Office Hours:
     I will be available immediately before/after class and in the History Department offices on the second floor of Robinson Hall at approximately 10:45am.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns.
Course schedule:
September 2    Introduction and overview of the class.
S 7   (Labor Day No classes)
S 9 Kagan 11-31; Doc.11; Great Flood 12-13.
S 14 Kagan 33-46; Doc. 41.
S 16 Kagan 46-59; Greek Athletics 51; Greek strategy… 56-57;

S 21 Kagan  61-78; Athenian Democracy 68-69; Doc.71.

S 23 Kagan 78-95; Docs. 78-79 and 85.

S 28 Kagan 97-112;  Docs. 105,  112.
S 30 Kagan 112-127; Doc. 117. 

October 5 Kagan 129-149; Docs. 140, 141, 144, 146.

O 7 Kagan 149-169; Docs. 157, 164-169.

O 12 Kagan 170-185; Docs. 180-181.
O 14 Kagan 185-200.
 O 19 Kagan 202-214; Docs. 212-213.

O 21 Kagan 214-226;  Midterm Review.

October 26 Mid Term Exam Chapters 1-7
O 28 Kagan 227-242; Cantor Chapters 1-3.

November 2 Kagan 242-256; Cantor chs. 4-5.

N 4 Kagan 257-268; Cantor chs. 6-8.

N 9 Kagan 268-279; Cantor chs. 9-10.

N 11 Kagan 281-296; Docs. 288, 290-291.

 N 16 Kagan 296-311; Doc. 308.
N 18 Kagan 313-328; Docs. 322-323.

N 23 Kagan 328-343; Doc. 340.

N 25 Kagan 345-358.
N 30 Kagan 358-370.
December 2 Kagan 371-388; Research Paper Due.
D 7 Kagan 388-405; Docs. 389, 399.

D 9 Kagan 407-420; Doc. 420.

D 14 Kagan 420-432    Final Exam Review.
December 15 – 19 Finals Week   Final Exam TBA.

