
This year we are honoring 27 faculty 

members in our 

college that had 

received new or 

continuation of 

external grants 

this year.  They 

represent 10 de-

partments within 

natural sciences, 

humanities, and 

social sciences.  

The studies 

range from pre-

diction of envi-

ronmental stressors, heavy metal con-

tamination in glass beads, enhancing 

education in math, geography, and 

computer science in New Jersey, drug 

abuse treatment, soviet propaganda 

against American groups, and visuali-

zation techniques for flight conflicting 

patterns,  just to name a few.   

The outcomes of these grants not only 

help faculty to advance and inform 

their teaching, but students as well.  This 

year, 4 of our students won the ac-

claimed Gracie Award working with 

our faculty in a grant for conflict resolu-

tion as well as the Rowan University In-

terdisciplinary Media Festival 2008 

award . The research 

done by CLAS faculty 

brings social, intellec-

tual, and technological 

benefits to society at 

large.   

This year, CLAS re-

ceived over $4 million 

dollars in grant money, 

a total record!  These 

extramural funds are 

indispensable in tight 

budget years, allowing 

us to meet some of our 

increasing demands.  

I truly think that our college is making 

Rowan an outstanding academic 

community.  We prepare our students 

well, we value interdisciplinary work, 

and we help them to become life -long 

learners and responsible citizens.  

The gold book can be found on the 

Deanõs web page.  I encourage you to 

congratulate your fellow colleagues 

wishing them more success in the fu-

ture.    

           Dr. Patricia Mosto  

           Associate Dean, LAS  
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Ph.D. in Marine Sci-

ences, University of 

South Carolina, SC, 

1998 

 

B.S. in Biology, Swarth-

more University, PA , 

1991 

Project:   Further studies 

and expansion of an 

ecological model for 

predicting the impacts 

of environmental 

stressors on Johnson's 

seagrass, Halophila john-

sonii 

Sponsor:  Florida Fish & 

Wildlife Conservation 

Commission  

PI: Courtney E. Richmond  

CoPIs: Kamille Hammer-

strom, W. Judson Kenwor-

thy  

Award:   $25,000 

Project:  Characteriza-

tion and Chemistries of 

metal based catalysts  

Sponsor:  Blacklight 

Power, Inc.  

PI: Amos Mugweru  

CoPIs: K. Ramanu-

jachary  

Project:  RUI:Genetic 

Investigation of Bac-

terial Lead Phos-

phate Precipitation  

Sponsor:  National Sci-

ence Foundation  

PI: Gregory Hecht  

Award:  $191,120 

Amos Mugweru  

B i o l o g i c a l  S c i e n c e s 

C h e m i s t r y  &  B i o c h e m i s t r y 

P a g e  2  

G r e g  H e c h t  

Courtney Richmond  

C o l l e g e  o f  L i b e r a l  A r t s  

B.S., Molecular Ge-

netics, University of 

Rochester, 1988;  

 

M.A., Molecular 

Biology, Princeton 

University, 1990;  

 

Ph.D. Molecular Biol-

ogy, Princeton Univer-

sity, 1995. 

BSc: Jomo Kenyatta University, 

Kenya ;  

MS: University of Nairobi, Kenya;  

 PhD: University of Connecticut ;  

Postdoctoral : Pennsylvania State 

University  



M.S. Chemistry, Univer-

sity of Andhra, India 

1978; 

Ph.D.,  Chemistry, Indian 

Institute of Technology, 

India, 1982.  

Project:  Gasification of 

Coal Mining FT synthesis  

Sponsor:  Rowan Univer-

sity 

B.S., Zhejiang Univer-

sity 

 

M.S., Ph.D. Tufts Uni-

versity 

 

Postdoctoral, Harvard 

Medical School   

A m o s  

M u g w e r u  

c o n t i n u e d  

K .  R a m a n u j a c h a r y  

C a t h e r i n e  Y a n g  

P a g e  3  

Award:  $54,140 

 

Project:  Characterization 

and Chemistries Al and Ni 

materials  

Sponsor:  Blacklight Power, 

Inc.  

PI: Amos Mugweru  

CoPIs: K. Ramanujachary  

Award: $35,000 

Project :  De Novo  

Synthesis of Pyridine  

Derivative Drugs  

Sponsor :  Combi -Blocks  

Pharmaceutical Inc.  
PI:  Dr. Catherine Yang  

 

Award :   $100,000 

Project:  Effect of Lead on 

Ion Transport in Fathead 

Gill 

   Sponsor:  NIH 

 

PI:  Dr. Eric Spokas 

Co -PI:  Dr. Cathy Yang  

 

Award:  $100,000 

PI: K.V. Ramanujachary  
 
Award : $5,000 
 
Project :  Heavy Metal 

Contamination in High-

way Marking Glass 

Beads  
 
Sponsor :  NJDOT 
 
COPI:  Kauser Jahan  & 
Lisa Axe of NJIT. 
 
Award :  $269,142   

Project: Acquisition of 

WDXRF 

  

Sponsor:  NSF 

 

PI:  Jeff Hettinger  

 

COPI:  KV Ramanu-

jachary, Sam Lofland, 

Maria Rosado and 

Paris VonLockette.  

 

Award:  $ 227,422 


