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Minor Curriculum Change Proposal
Foreign Languages and Literatures Department

Details
oY

Advanced Spanish Grammar and Composition (1105.4+6) (WI)

Sponsors: Laurie Kaplis-Hohwald, Department of Foreign Languages and
Literatures

Credit Hours: three (3)

Course level: Senior (400) level, designation as a writing intensive course
is sought.

Prerequisite: Spanish Reading and Composition (1105.212) and Spanish
Civilization and Culture (1105.320) or waiver

Implementation: To take effect in Fall 2000; course was designated WI for the
Spring 1999 semester on a short-term basis, permanent WI status is sought.

Curricular Effect: The course is hecessary to allow graduating seniors and
others in the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures to comply with

the Writing Intensive requirement, and to develop accurate composition skills
in the Spanish language.

Resources: No extra resources are needed to implement course; instructor has
experience teaching course.

No Library resources needed.
Short-term evaluations - see attached evaluation by Cindy Vitto, Ph.D.,

Department of English

Rationale

This course promotes mastery of the writing process itself, from outline to revisions
and independent proofreading. It also emphasizes grammar: correct usage (including
the differences between Spanish and English), coordination of tenses, and retention of
vocabulary. This course is necessary for both majors and minors who will be using
written Spanish in a wide range of applications, in the business world and as
elementary and secondary school teachers. It enhances the curricular offerings of the
College of Liberal Arts & Sciences by adding a Writing Intensive option to the

Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures’ roster.



I1l.Essence of the Course

A 400 level course designed for Spanish majors and minors which will enable
students to develop the necessary skills to write expository essays, original narratives,
descriptions, a variety of business correspondence, and personal letters. By the end
of the course, they will be able to respond correctly and coherently to a variety of print
media (newspaper and magazine articles, editorials, literary works) and to generate
their own written work, depending on personal and professional needs. The course is
process-based, with an emphasis on practical writing skills. The selected textbook,
Composicién practica, reviews a different grammatical point in each chapter, with
special reference as to what kind of writing challenges it presents (i.e., use of preterite
and imperfect in past narration, ser and estar, etc.). We will be writing ten (10)
compositions, composed in stages (outline, draft, peer-editing, second draft to
instructor, error-threshold indication by instructor, final draft for letter grade), each
worth 7% of grade. Another 15% of final grade will be based on participation in pre-
writing activities conducted in class, and another 15% will be derived from grade on a
final theme to be written in class on the day of the final exam. Compositions must be
kept in a portfolio, with post-grade analyses of problems and progress.

Course evaluation will be conducted via student evaluations, peer observations of
class, and review of student portfolios.

See attached syllabus for Spring 1999.
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SPRING 1999 ADVANCED GRAMMAR & COMPOSITION  SECTION 110544601

M, W 11:.00 AM-12:15PM BUNCE 347

DR. LAURIE KAPLIS-HOHWALD BUNCE HALL 310 TEL. : 256-4500, x 3470
or DEPT. OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES 256-4070 E-Mail: Hohwald@Rowan.edu

OFFICE HOURS: M, W 9:15-10:45 AM and by appointment

TEXT:

Composicion practica, Gonzalez & Farrell, Wiley, 1994

Syllabus - any changes will be announced

Jan. 13
20

25
27

Feb. 1

15
17

22
24

Mar. 1

22
24

29
31

Apr.

~N O

Introduction
Leccion preliminar: The Dictionary

Capitulo 1: La educacién superior

Capitulo 2: La familia

Capitulo 3: La rutina diaria

Capitulo 4: La comida

Capitulo 5: jUn buen anuncio publicitario!

Capitulo 6: Las diversiones, los pasatiempos y los compromisos
sociales

Repaso general: Las normas de la acentuacion y la puntuacion
Capitulo 7: La amistad

Capitulo 8: El mundo de los negocios

Capitulo 9: En busca de tiempos idos



Apr. 12  Capitulo 10: Dilemas ecoldgicos
14

19  Capitulo 11: El reportaje a su alcance
21

26  Capitulo 12: Artistas latinoamericanos
28

Final Exam, Wednesday, May 5, 1999 @10:15 AM-12:15 PM Bunce 347

Course Qbjectives: This course will enable students to develop the necessary skills to
write descriptions, expository essays, original narratives, a variety of business
correspondence, and personal letters in Spanish. It promotes mastery of the writing
process itself, from outline to revisions and independent proofreading. It also
emphasizes grammar, correct usage (including differences in English & Spanish),
coordination of verb tenses, and retention of vocabulary.

Attendance Policy: Please review the University’s attendance policy in the
Student Handbook, Catalogue, or Class Schedule. The following class
attendance policy is presented in accordance with paragraph 5 “additional attendance
criteria.”

Foreign language learning depends on constant reinforcement, so missed classes are
missed opportunities to practice what you have learned. After two or more
consecutive absences, a note from a physician or explanation from the Dean of
Students must be provided upon the student’s return to class. If you miss six (6)
classes or more, your class preparation grade will be F. If you have an emergency
resulting in an extended absence, you must see me to discuss the situation. Students
are responsible for all missed work. You may contact a classmate or me for the

assignments.

Grading: Your grade will be based on ten (10) writing assignments, each worth 7% of
the final grade (for a total of 70%), 15% class preparation: attendance, in-class
prewriting, draft & critique activities, 15% final theme to be written in class on the day of
the final exam.

Pass-No Credit Option: Please consult the Student Handbook or the Catalogue for a
definition of the P/NC grade. All students must declare their intentions to exercise the
P/NC option no later than the last day of the second week of class. If you intend to take
this course P/NC, please notify me in writing by Wednesday,January 20, 1999.
Spanish Majors & Minors may not take the course P/NC.

Other Class Policies: The use of tape recording devices and/or laptop computers in
class is prohibited. Individuals classified under ADA should consult the Office of the
Dean of Students for further information on this matter. Chewing gum and/or eating in
class is not permitted, for instructional purposes. Water, soda, are permitted.



UNIVERSITY

Department of English

TO: Laurie Kaplis-Hohwald, Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures
¢, ,1 /b{z{'ﬁ;;

FROM: Cindy Vitto, English Department

DATE: 10/1/99

RE: Proposal for Advanced Spanish Grammar and Composition (WI)

Thank you for allowing me to review your proposal for Advanced Spanish Grammar and
Composition. This appears to be a carefully planned, extremely well-organized course that will
focus on honing both grammar and writing skills in Spanish. I especially commend the fact that
the course will discuss grammatical differences between Spanish and English. Since I teach
American English Grammar almost every semester, I am constantly reminded that much of what
Americans know of their own grammar derives from instruction they receive in foreign language
classes.

I would also like to commend the writing component of the course. As it is described in
the proposal, this is truly a Writing Intensive course, with each of the ten essays proceeding
through various stages of prewriting, composition, and revision. Since the final composition must
be written in class, as a culminating demonstration of writing proficiency, this course is in line
with the method that has been successfully employed by Rowan's Composition I professors.
Keeping a portfolio of student work to chart individual progress is also an excellent and proven
method of writing instruction.

In short, I certainly support your efforts to make Advanced Spanish Grammar and
Composition (WI) a permanent part of the curriculum. The course objectives, content, and
methodology are practical; the grading process is fair; and I would predict definite improvement
in both grammar and composition skills from the Spanish majors and minors who complete the
course.

201 Mullica Hill Road ¢ Glassboro, New Jersey © 08028-1701 ® Phone: {6091 2564063
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Course Proposal: Advanced Spanish Grammar & Composition - WI, Spring 1999

. Details
A. Advanced Gramimar & Composition

B. Sponsors: Laurie Kaplis-Hohwald, Department of Foreign Languages &
Literatures

C. Credit Hours: three (3)

Course level: Senior (400) level, designation as a writing intensive course for
Spring 1999 only is sought.

E. Prerequisite: Spanish Reading & Composition

F. Implementation: Spring 1999 only, via expedited process (see Memorandum,
October 9, 1998, Cindy Lynch to Department Chairpersons, LAS)

G. Curricular Effect: The course is necessary to allow graduating seniors and
others in the Dept. of Foreign Languages & Literatures to comply with the
Writing Intensive requirement, and to develop accurate composition skills
in the Spanish language.

H. Resources: No extra resources are needed to implement course; instructor has
experience teaching course.

l. No Library resources needed.

J. Short-term evaluations - none.

Ii. Rationale

This course promotes mastery of the writing process itself, from outline to
revisions and independent proofreading. It also emphasizes grammar: correct usage
(including the differences between Spanish & English), coordination of tenses, and
retention of vocabulary. This course is necessary for both majors & minors who will be
using written Spanish in a wide range of applications, in the business world and as
secondary school teachers. It enhances the curricular offerings of the College of

Liberal Arts & Sciences by adding a Writing Intensive option to the Department of
Foreign Languages & Literatures’ roster.

HI. Essence of the Course

A 400 level course designed for Spanish majors & minors which will enable



students to develop the necessry skills to write expository essays, original narratives,
descriptions, a variety of business correspondence, and personal letters. By the end
of the course, they will be able to respond correctly and coherently to a variety of print
media (newspaper & magazine articles, editorials, literary works) and to generate their
own written work, depending on personal and professional needs. The course is
process-based, with an emphasis on practical writing skills. The selected textbook,
Composicion préctica, reviews a different grammatical point in each chapter, with
special reference as to what kind of writing challenges it presents (i.e., use of preterite
and imperfect in past narration, ser and estar, etc.). We will be writing ten (10)
compositions, composed in stages (outline, draft, peer-editing, second dratft to
instructor, error-threshold indication by instructor, final draft for letter grade), each worth
7% of grade. Another 15% of final grade will be based on participation in pre-writing
activities conducted in class, and another 15% will be derived from grade on a final
theme to be written in class on the day of the final exam. Compositions must be kept in
a portfolio, with post-grade analyses of problems & progress.

Course evaluation will be conducted via student evaluations, peer observations of
class, and review of student portfolios.

See attached syllabus for Spring 1999.



SPRING 1999 ADVANCED GRAMMAR & COMPOSITION ~ SECTION 110541001
M, W 11:00 AM - 12:15 PM BUNCE 347

DR. LAURIE KAPLIS-HOHWALD BUNCE HALL 310 TEL. : 256-4500, x 3470
or DEPT. OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES 256-4070 E-Mail: Hohwald @Rowan.edu

OFFICE HOURS: M, W 9:15-10:45 AM and by appointment

TEXT: Composicién practica, Gonzélez & Farrell, Wiley, 1994

Syllabus - any changes will be announced
Jan. 13 Introduction
20 Leccion preliminar: The Dictionary

25 Capitulo 1: La educacion superior
27

Feb. 1 Capitulo 2: La familia

8 Capitulo 3: La rutina diaria
10

15 Capitulo 4: La comida
17

22 Capitulo 5: jUn buen anuncio publicitario!

24
Mar. 1 Capitulo 6: Las diversiones, los pasatiempos y 10s compromisos
3 sociales
8 Repaso general: Las normas de la acentuacion y la puntuacion
10
22 Capitulo 7: La amistad
24
29 Capitulo 8: El mundo de los negocios
31
Apr. Capitulo 9: En busca de tiempos idos

~N O



Apr. 12 Capitulo 10: Dilemas ecolégicos
14

19 Capitulo 11: El reportaje a su alcance
21

26  Capitulo 12: Artistas latinoamericanos
28

Final Exam, Wednesday, May 5, 1999 @10:15 AM-12:15 PM Bunce 347

Course Objectives: This course will enable students to develop the necessary skills to
write descriptions, expository essays, original narratives, a variety of business
correspondence, and personal letters in Spanish. It promotes mastery of the writing
process itself, from outline to revisions and independent proofreading. It also
emphasizes grammar: correct usage (including differences in English & Spanish),
coordination of verb tenses, and retention of vocabulary.

Attendance Policy: Please review the University’s attendance policy in the
Student Handbook or the Catalogue. The following class attendance policy is
presented in accordance with paragraph 5 “additional attendance criteria.”

Foreign language learning depends on constant reinforcement, so missed classes are
missed opportunities to practice what you have learned. A maximum of four (4)
absences, non-consecutive and distributed throughout the semester, will be tolerated.
After two or more consecutive absences, a note from a physician or explanation in
writing for a non-medical emergency must be provided upon the student’s return to
class. Unexplained and unwarranted absences will not be tolerated, and will
adversely affect the student’s grade. Students are responsible for all missed work.
You may contact a classmate or me for the assignments.

Grading: Your grade will be based on ten (10) writing assignments, each worth 7% of
the final grade (for a total of 70%), 15% participation in class prewriting, draft & critique
activities, 15% final theme to be written in class on the day of the final exam.

Pass-No Credit Option: Please consult the Student Handbook or the Catalogue for a
definition of the P/NC grade.  All students must declare their intentions to exercise the
P/NC option no later than the last day of the second week of class. If you intend to take
this course P/NC, please notify me in writing by Wednesday,January 20, 1999.
Spanish Majors may not take the course P/NC.

Other Class Policies: The use of tape recording devices and/or laptop computers in
class is prohibited. Individuals classified under IDEA should consult the Office of the
Dean of Students for further information on this matter. Chewing gum and/or eating in

class is not permitted, for instructional purposes. However, water , soda, etc. may be
consumed in class.




