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TO: Senate Curriculum Conmittee
FROM: John H. Roch

RE: rroposal for eraduate English course, American Literature, 1870-191k4

Topic Outline

American Literature, 1870-191k
Fiction (novels and short stories)
The rise of reslism--Howells, James, Dreiser, Crane, Norris, Bierce
Local color and regionalism
Northeast--Freeman, Jewett, Wharton
South--Chestnutt, Cable, Chopin, Harris
West--Harte, Clemens, Garland
Intellectual history--Adams, lolmes, James, Santayana
Beginnings of modern poetry
Dickinson, Robinson
The early imagists
Black literature
Chestnutt, DuBois, Washington, Dunbar, Johnson

College Catalogue Description

A study of writers and literary developments in America between the Civil War
and World War I. The emergence of realism and naturalism and the beginnings
of modern poetry are stressed. Writers covered include Twain, James, Crane,
Dickinson and Adams.
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tle: American Literature, 1870-191kL

Department: English

Sponsor: Dr. Dorald Yannella

Essence

A. Graduate level

B. X semester hours credit

C. Graduate English elective

D. Prerequisites: none

E. This is one of three courses which will replace the present offering
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Tro oy s w T e g et the regnlar cycle of elerr've otferings,

Other details

A.

B.

C.

D.

Staff and resources: adequate. FEach of the four people who sre qualified
to teach this course hold the Ph.D. in American literature,

Library resources: adequate.
Space needs: only a classroom.

Uniqueness of course: This will be the only graduate English aourse to
offer a broad survey of American letters in this period. The course is
particularly important in that it focuses on the literary response to the
first great period of industrialize*ion and urbanization in the Unitegd
Stertes, Among the authors considered are Emily Dickinson, Mark Twain,
Herry James, Williem Dean Howells, Henry Adams, Edith Wharton, Kate Chopin,
Atraham Cahan, Stephen Crane, Frank Norris, Paul Lawrence Dunbtar, Charles
W. Chesnutt and James Weldon Johnson. Among the literary movements con-
sidered are Realism and early Naturalism.
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vLoestives:

FU2sT tre deev and continuous relationshin between literat .re
and *he 550781, alitical and ideoclogicel histories of America
tetween *he Civil Yar and World War 1.

2. To cdevelov ir re graduate student “he beginnings of an exper:ige
r fleld Af studv within +he larger field of the stuay of

JAterar ire in gereral.

2. To vrovide the g'udeprs with instruction and practice in the use
of s*andard and traditinnal *ools of literary research and criticism.

. To intraduce the s*wdent o some maior formative and significant
influerce in the c¢oirse of American literature ag a whole,

Eationale:

o

Experience *teacning 'a present course, "Studies in American Literature Since
137C," has demoas*rs'ed - hat there is simply oo much material in this 105 vear
survey to ve covered ir one ‘hree gsemester hour course. The only wav *to offer
adequate coverage {or aros eegment covered in 1502.581 is to selecot and isolate
A period, genre or theme within American literature since 1870 (for examvle,
the fiction of “ne realists and/or naturalists, modernist poetry, fiction or
Doetry since 1945, etec.) and so do a disservice to the wealth of material not
treated,

3

"American Literature, 1570-1914" ig one of three courses designed to give better
coverage of ‘merican literature of the past century, an area of vital interest
and use *o graduate students in English education.




