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GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE

COURSE PROPOSAL

1) Title: Arranging For Small Jazz Ensembles
2) Department: Music
3) Sponsors: John Thyhsen, Department of Music

Il. Essence

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

6)

This course is offered at the undergraduate level.

Credit: 3 semester hours

Course Level: Sophomore

Prerequisite: Music Theory IV

Current curriculum pattern: This course is of value to Jazz Studies
majors and other students seeking an understanding of how to write for
small jazz ensembles consisting of 2-8 members. Also, it is a valuable
augmentation to other coures in the jazz curriculum.

Time of implementation: Fall 1994

Other Details

1)
2)

3)
4)

5)

6)

The present staff and resources are adequate for implementation.

The present library facilities and holdings are adequate for
implementation.

Space needs are adequate for implementation.

Uniqueness: Presently, there is no course which addresses writing and
arranging for small jazz ensembles. In addition, there is no course which
offers students an opportunity to study voicings and scoring for different
instruments. In today’s job market, writing for small jazz ensemble is a
very important skill in the area of jazz composition and performance.
Objectives: The course is gives students experience composing and
arranging for the small jazz ensembles used to perform contemporary
jazz, rhythm and blues, jazz-rock, and traditional be-bop and Dixieland
music.

Students are evaluated through writing examples and rehearsing and
performing these examples in class.

Topical Outline

First through Third Sessions

Composing original compositions for the piano trio (piano, bass, drums)



VI,

vil.

Fourth through Sixth Sessions

Sixteenth Session
S=ES=ENIh Session

Rehearsing the sma| jazz ensemble

Rationale

1) This Course Provides the jazz musician with a broad understanding of

2)  This Course €ncouragesg writers to Create the illusion of a brass Section

Course Evaluation

The Course jg evaluateq through Student ang peer €valuationg.



