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Minor Curricular Change
Change Catalogue Description and Prerequisites for Artificial Intelligence
(0707.450)

1. Details:
a. Change Requested:
Old Catalogue Description and Prerequisites:

0707.450
Artificial Intelligence (Al)

(Prerequisites: 1701.210 and 0704.315)

Al encompasses many of the new developments in computer science.
Students survey its three main rescarch areas: vision, natural language processing
and expert systems, and its use of data representation, search, logic. deduction and
learning. In addition to readings. discussion. and problem solving in Al students
will be expected to program in LISP. the language of the Al community, and
present a rescarch project.

New Catalogue Description and Prerequisites:

0707.450
Artificial Intelligence (Al)

Al studies methods for programming “intelligent” behavior in computers.
Students study the data representation methods and algorithms used in Al, and
survey research areas such as puzzle-solving, game-playing, natural language
processing, expert systems, and learning. In addition to readings, discussion, and
problem solving in AL students will be expected (o program in one of the
languages commonly used in AL such as LISP or Prolog.

b. Sponsor: Nancy Tinkham
2. Rationale
a. Statement of need for the change:

Foundations of Computer Science has been added to the prerequisite list
because Foundations covers logic and formal grammars, both of which are used in
Artificial Intelligence (AD. The Programming Languages prerequisite was
originally present because Programming Languages taught LISP programming:
smce Programming Languages no longer consistently includes LISP. and since
LISP will not necessarily be used in the Al course. this prerequisite is not needed.
It has been replaced by Data Struciires. since students still need the level of



programming experience that Dara Structires provides. The Linear Algebra
prercquisite has been removed, since the Al course does not use linear algebra; it
has been replaced by the more appropriate mathematics requirement ot Discrete
Muth.

The original catalogue description was unnecessarily restrictive in its list
of topics and its specification of a single programming language. The revised
catalogue description more accurately reflects the breadth of the artificial
intelligence field and the variety ol fanguages used m Al programming.

b. Statement of curricular effect

The prerequisites for Artificial Inielligence will be changed from 1701.210
and 0704.315 1o 1703.150. 0704.222, and 0707.210. In genceral. this means that it
will be easier for Compulter Science majors to meet the prerequisites for the
course.

3. Results of consultation:

Consultation has been internal to the departiment.
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College Senate

To:

Fr

om:

RE:

XXX

at@? 15665133 huary 30, 1997

Dr. Nancy Tinkham
Senate Curriculum Committee

Minor Changes: Catalog Description for Introduction to
Programming; SCC#96-97-85

Change Catalog Description and Prerequisites for
Artifical Intelligence; SCC#96-97-84

Change Catalog Description and Prerequisites for Theory
of Computing; SCC#96-97-83

Scheduled for a Hearing. Please have someone attend the
hearing who can present the proposal and answer
questions about it.

DATE: 1/29/97 TIME: LOCATION: Room #326 Library

Approved subject to revision. The recommended changes
are highlighted on the attached proposal. You may
contact Dr. Ronald Czochor to discuss suggested
revisions. When changes are received, the proposal will
be reported to the Senate and forwarded to the office
of the Executive Vice President/Provost.

Approved by the Senate Curriculum Committee and will be
reported to the Senate. The proposal will be forwarded
to the office of the Executive Vice President/Provost.

Approved by the Senate Curriculum Committee and will be
voted on at the next Senate meeting. It is strongly
recommended that a member of your department be present
to defend your proposal. Upon approval by the Senate,
the proposal will be forwarded to the office of the
Executive Vice President/Provost.

Approved by the Senate Curriculum Committee and has
been reported to the Senate. The proposal will be
forwarded to the Office of the Executive Vice
President/Provost.

Tabled.

Disapproved.
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