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Minor Curriculum Change
Change in the name of Botany i

1. DETAILS:

a. Change requested: change in course title
from: Botany Il
to:  Plant Diversity

b. Sponsor: Dr. Patricia Mosto

2. RATIONALE:

a. Statement of Need: The course content includes the diversity of the Plant
Kingdom, and is not a sequencs to Introduction to Botany. The name Botany
Il is confusing to students that assume they need Introduction to Botany as a
requirement, or that Botany Il is a sequence to Introduction of Botany. Both
courses are totally independent from each other, and either satisfy the Botany

requirement to major in Biology.

b. Statement of Curricular Effect: This course deals with the origin and

diversity of plants. Diversity included not only the different kingdoms and
division of organisms within the realm of plant world, but the diversity of
alternative adaptations of plants and plant related organisms to their
environments.

3. RESULTS OF CONSULTATIONS:

Dr. Elizabeth Moore, Department Chair, was consulted and agree that the name
change is appropriated.

Old course name: Botany i
New Proposed name: Plant Diversity

The proposed name is based on the rationale that the course content is not a
sequence to Introduction to Botany, and this course is not a prerequisite for Plant
Diversity. The name change will eliminate the confusion among students in reference
to the requisites or sequencing between both courses.

This course deals with the origin and diversity of plants. Evolution by natural
selection will be the basis for understanding diversity among plants. Diversity
included not only the different kingdoms and division of organisms, but the diversity of
alternative adaptations, that is, the ways that plants and plant related organisms can



be adapted to their environments. Ecological issues as well as uses of plants and
their relationships to mankind will be analyzed. Laboratory exercises will help to
visualize many concepts discussed in class.

4. CATALOG DESCRIPTION
Botany Il (or Plant Kingdom) 0402.201

This laboratory course considers the biology of nonflowering plants. A survey of
the algae, fungi, mosses, liverworts and primitive vascular plants is made. This course

may not be offered annually.

New Catalog Description

This laboratory course considers the biology of nonflowering plants and
plantlike organisms. A survey of the algae, fungi, mosses, liverworts, and primitive
vascular plants is made. Topics considered include the evolutionary relationships of
these organisms, their morphology and life cycles, ecology, and economic importance

to humans.



