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ScCM-154

Minor Curricular Change
Change Catalogue Description and Prerequisites for Computing Environments
(0701.200)

1. Details
a. Change Requested:

Old Catalogue Course Description and Prerequisite Statement:

0701.200
Computing Environments

Students will be exposed to a variety of computing environments. This course will
include extensive hands-on use of different platforms and operating systems. Topics covered will
include user tools, user programming techniques, application packages, and networking
communications. Students will gain an understanding of the principles of computing which will
enable them to adapt to future technological developments. A computer proficiency equivalent to
0701.100 (Computer Literacy) is expected for this course.

New Catalogue Course Description, Prerequisites and Prerequisite Statement:

0701.200
Computing Environments

(Prerequisites: 0701.100 or equivalent or have passed the Rowan Computer Competency
Exam [0701.050])

Students will be exposed to a variety of computing environments. This course will
include extensive hands-on use of a variety of software applications. Topics covered will include
user tools, user programming techniques, application packages, and networking communications.
Students will gain an understanding of the principles of computing which will enable them to
adapt to future technological developments. A solid and fundamental understanding of computers
and current operating systems, word processing and spreadsheet software are essential to this
course.

b. Sponsor: Jerry Spencer
2. Rationale
a. Statement of need for the change:

Computing Environments is heavily dependent upon the student’s having a good
understanding of operating systems, their utilities, and file management capabilities. Furthermore,
the student must have a basic understanding of word processing and spreadsheet software in order
to master tiwe initial materiai presented at the beginning of the course. There are currently four
sections of Computing Environments being taught at the Rowan campus and two being taught at
the Camden campus. Results to date in all four Rowan sections reveal a bi-modal distribution of
grades (about half that are failing or barely passing and half that grasp the material) and of
mastery of the material. Those students who are not computer literate struggle to keep up with
those who are. For this reason, the course can not be taught at the level or pace that will permit all
subjects to be covered. Therefore, the prerequisite of Computer Literacy (or equivalent) or having
passed the Rowan Computer Competency Exam is necessary.

b. Statement of curricular effect

Computer Literacy (0701.100) or a passing grade for the Rowan Computer Competency
Exam (0701.050) will be the prerequisite for the Computing Environments course (0701.200).

3. Results of consultation:
The School of Business Administration was consulted on this proposal.



