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Course Proposal.

Identification of tha Proposal

A. Title: Conference in “he Methods and Te:hniques of Teaching Rhetoric and
Composition

B. Department: BEnglish

C. Sponsors: Dr. Richard Mitchell, Dpr, Charles T. Donohue
Essence of Course

A. Level: Graduate

B. Credit: Three semester hours

C. Prerequisites: No special graduste brerequisites

D. The course will be required of students in the Junior College Program whose
Specialization ig English.

Other details

A. Adequate starf is available,

B. Library facilities are adequate,

C. There are no special space needs.

D. The course ig wique within our present program.
Syllabus

General Objectives

1. To acquaint the would-be teacher of composition with the kinds of

2. To develop those skills needed for devising strategies ang techniques
in teaching clear and correct writing,

Specific Objectives

1. To help the student recognize and analyze failures of rhetoric so

student themes.

2. To reinforce in the student g technical knowledge of the Principles
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of English spelling, grammar and syntax.
3. To re-examine the standard devices of expository writing with the
intent to develop empirically the rationale which informs them.
4. To provide practice in the development of useful and instructive
lessons and assignments.

Course Content

Much of the material used in the course will be generated by the students
themselves in the form of sample lessons and assignments, these to be
evaluated by the class in terms of effectiveness and practicability.
Sample student themes will be borrowed for analysis from various instruc-
tors of freshman writing. Typical handbooks of composition and rhetoric
will be studied and compared.

Teaching Technique

This is a conference course, lab or workshop style, in which much time
will be given to student presentations and class analysis and discussion
in which the instructor will serve as mediator, clarifier, and summarizer.
Small lectures will be devoted to specific terms, concepts and problems.

Course Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on the basis of class presentations and partici-
pation and written work. Examinations will involve the marking and grading
of student themes.

Bibliography

There will be no single text. Students will provide the class with individual
assessments of various currently available handbooks, and the books themselves
will be objects of scrutiny rather than texts for the course.
IV. Rationale
This course is designed to meet the expressed needs of cur Junior College English
students for graduate training in the methods of teaching composition and rhetoric

and to adjust our program more closely to the prograratic guidelines of such
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organizations as the National Council of Teachers of English.

Consultations

The proposal has been endorsed by the Graduste Committee of the English Depart-
ment, the English Department, and Dr. Richard Smith, Coordinator of the Junior
College Program. The Dean's comments appear on the attached "Course Approval
Form." Informational copies have been forwarded to the Graduate Affairs Committee.

Course Description

A course for the teacher of English composition designed to provide practical,
supervised experience in teaching effective lessons, devising useful assign-

ments, recognizing typical problems, and evaluating student writing.



