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State of New Jersey

GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE
GLASSBORO. NEW JERSEY 08028

OEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY / ANTHROPOLOGY

May 9, 1984

Report of the Ad Hoc Committee to the Curriculum Committee

The ad hoc committee recommends that a waiver be granted to the
English Department in the case of its proposed major because

of the nature of that major. Since written communication is
essentially the nature of the major itself, the ad hoc committee
feels that taking Communications 101 and/or 102, in addition to
Expository Writing, would be redundant. It would be possible,
under the proposal, for English majors to count one departmental
course, Expository Writing, as part of the general education
requirement.

A second alternative to be considered might be the substitution
of three extra, undesignated credits from the other general
education banks, should the committee feel that this proposed
waiver violates accepted past principles.

New Jersev Is An Equal Opportunity Emplover
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Glassboro State College N

Dear Chet and Lois: \Q?

I wish to explain in a more permanent way why the English Department has v
requested that Expository Writing be approved as a required course for English 3
majors. It will be used to satisfy three semester hours of the required six S:
semester hours in "Communications (Written and Spoken)" in the new General :32
Education Program,

N

Although I still believe that our request does not violate the intention &
of our General Education regulations, I can understand the concern of the @'
Senate Curriculum Committee, Reasonable regulations are hard to construct Iy
and even harder to administer, Surely, Garrett Hardin was right when he ob- b
served, "You can never do one thing." Perhaps no fixed system, no matter how )
well intentioned or how well constructed, can comfortably accommodate untidy, \
intricate reality. I have vigorously defended the new General Education Pro- R
gram and those supporting guidelines that enhance distribution and inhibit over-
specialization, Yet I must confess that I always assumed the guidelines that g
preclude a student from taking a course in his own discipline for general eg;7/f
cation credit would not be applied in the Communications Area. I assumed th#s
ot m ecause of the limited number of courses available in this area,’ but
because of the distinctive nature of the area, and the particular importance

that is correctly placed upon it. Moreover, as became apparent in our discus-
sion last Thursday, all of us find ourselves on the horns of a dilemma, and

some kind of waiver or accommodation must be improvised to resolve it.

As we all recognize, the Communications Area, unlike the other areas of
General Education, is deliberately and severely limited by course, discipline
and department, as well as by programmatic objective, The Science and Mathe-
matic area is rather broadly '"designed to provide understanding of and the
ability to apply the scientific method and basic scientific and mathematic
concepts." There are now.24 courses in this area, representing, apparently,
eleven disciplines and offered by six departments, Therefore, a mathematics
major, for example, has a choice of some 17 courses, in ten disciplines and
five departments to satisfy his Science and Mathematics requirements for Gen-
er2. Education, The Social and Behavioral Sciences Area is, not surprisingly,

New Jersev [s An Equal Opportunite Employver



Zimolzak & Winand 2 May 8, 1984

more broadly concerned and includes more courses, more disciplines, and more
departments. The History, Humanities and Language Area is larger still. Even
the Arts Area includes 22 courses, representing, apparently eight disciplines,
and offered by five departments.

Only in the Communications Area do we require students to take work in the
two components identified "written/spoken." Only in this area do we have only
two disciplines, writing (1501) and speech (1506), only six courses, and offered
by only three departments, This area is clearly and deliberately the most re-
stricted area of study in the General Education Program and it is so restricted
because of the distinctive nature of the programmatic objective of "Communication
(Written/Spoken)."

If we can divide all discourse into form and content, at least for analysis,
then we could say that courses in the Communications Area, which are '"designed to
promote mastery in the use of the English language--written and spoken,'" are pri-
marily and distinctively concerned with "use" or with form rather than content or
matter. Although we must write and speak about something, the courses in the Com-
munications Area concentrate on the writing and the speaking, not on the something.
Almost all the other areas of General Education concentrate on content: on calculus,
or biology, on history or literature, on music or art, and not on the forms and or-
ganizing devices for writing and speaking about such things.

The main content of English, as an academic discipline, is the English language
(1505) and the literature (1502) written in or translated into the English language.
But English teachers and English majors are expected to be especially competent
writers, and more time, therefore, must be devoted to studying the forms and devices
of discourse than in most other disciplines. It seems only reasonable, therefore,
that English majors, like all other majors, be required to take a course in writing,

If, however, courses are properly designated by correct HEGIS numbers, all
writing courses must carry 1500 numbers. This, then is our dilemma., Expository
Writing was conceived as a course for a class of students with a somewt ~ 1
Sensitivity toward language, somewhat greater interest in language, somewhat greater
Verbal facility, and a greatér desite towrite—effectively than are supposed to be
common among students generally, It is a course that is clearly beneficial for most
English majors and other students who share their heightened interest in language
and writing, If they will continue to be required to take a writing course, and I
strongly believe they should be, then Expository Writing is the most appropriate

course,

The guideline that requires all students to take a writing course directly
conflicts with the guideline that precludes students from taking a course in his
own discipline for General Education credit only if you broadly interpret our dis-
cipline as letters (1500), If you interpret our discipline as language (1505) and
literature (1502), then English majors can take Expository Writing (1501) in an
allied discipline, This, I believe, is the justification for permitting geography
majors (2205) to take, say, political science courses (2207) for general education
credit, or for permitting physics majors (1902) to take chemistry courses (1905)
for general education credit,

I certainly hope that some fair accommodation can be worked out.
Sincerely,
N
L

Edward L. Wolfe
Chairman



DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

State of Nrw Jersey

GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE
GLASSBORO, NEW JERSEY 08028

March 15, 1984

Dr. Shirley O'Day

Chairperson, Senate Curriculum Committee
Glassboro State College

Glassboro, New Jersey

Dear Shirley:

I write to request that the Senate Curriculum Committee approve
the English Department's inclusion of Expository Writing as a required
course for English majors as part of their "Communications (Written/
Spoken)" General Education requirement.

Although this may seem a violation of the intention of the General
Education guidelines, I do not believe it is. Students are generally
prohibited from taking courses in their major department for General
Education credit in order to enhance distribution (work in many disci-
plines) and to inhibit over-specialization.

Only three courses in writing are presently approved to fulfill
the General Education requirement in ''Communications (Written/Spoken)."
Two of these courses are offered by the Communications Department and
one is offered by the English Department. I understand that the Com-
munications Department has requested an exception which will allow its
majors to use Communications 101 and 102 as designated requirements in
General Education, and the English Department requests a similar excep-
tion which will allow its majors to use Expository Writing as a desig-
nated requirement in General Education.

I would call to your attention that many colleges (Rutgers, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, et al) that have distribution requirements to pre-
vent over specialization do exclude freshman composition courses or

similar writing courses from being counted as English major courses.

Slncerely, ¢
1

Edward L. Wolfe

Chairman

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer
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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

CURRICULAR CHANGE
GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR ENGLISH MAJORS

Details

A. Changes in pattern from the previous General Education Requirements to the
present General Education Requirements.

B. The changes were approved by the department November 14 , 1983,
Rationale
A. To comply with changes in the General Education requirements of the college.

B. To use the opportunities provided by the new General Education model to enrich
our major.,

Changes from 01d Pattern

"Banks" 01d Pattern S.H.
Competencies Intermediate Algebra 3
Expository Writing 3
Health & Physical Education 3
Fine Arts -Any two courses* 6
Behavioral Sciences Any two courses* 6
Language and Communications Any two courses* 6
Mathematics and Science Any two courses* 6
Humanities Any two courses* 6
Electives Any three courses* 9
Total 48
*Approved for General Education in this bank
IV, Changes to New Pattern
"Banks" New Pattern S.H.
Communications Expository Writing 3
(Written/Spoken) Any other course* 3

Science and Mathematics Any £3§5j38§?§3§%§‘°}%zr 12




Social and
Behavioral Sciences

History, Humanities
and Languages

Arts

Total

Afylsxcourdes*

Western Civilization to 1660
Western Civilization Since 1660
Any other four courses*

Art History Survey I or II
General Music History or
Music Appreciation

Any other course*

*Approved for General Education in this bank.
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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

State of New Jeraey

GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE
GLASSBORO. NEW JERSEY 08028

March 15, 1684

Dr. Shirley O'Day

Chairperson, Senate Curriculum Committee
Glassboro State College

Glassboro, New Jersey

Dear Shirley:

I write to request that the Senate Curriculum Committee approve
the English Department's inclusion of Expository Writing as a required
course for English majors as part of their "Communications (Written/
Spoken)'" General Education requirement.

Although this may seem a violation of the intention of the General
Education guidelines, I do not believe it is. Students are generally
prohibited from taking courses in their major department for General
Education credit in order to enhance distribution (work in many disci-
plines) and to inhibit over-specialization.

Only three courses in writing are presently approved to fulfill
the General Education requirement in '"Communications (Written/Spoken)."
Two of these courses are offered by the Communications Department and
one is offered by the English Department. I understand that the Com-
munications Department has requested an exception which will allow its
majors to use Communications 101 and 102 as designated requirements in
General Education, and the English Department requests a similar excep-
tion which will allow its majors to use Expository Writing as a desig-
nated requirement in General Education.

I would call to your attention that many colleges (Rutgers, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, et al) that have distribution requirements to pre-
vent over specialization do exclude freshman composition courses or
similar writing courses from being counted as English major courses.

Sincerely,

| d\\m\ \\\ \\5 &&
Edward L. Wolfe \
Chairman

New Jersev [s An Eguai Opporiunity: Emplover
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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

CURRICULAR CHANGE
GENERAL EDUCATION RECUIREMENTS FOR ENGLISH MAJORS

Details

A. Changes in pattern from the previous General Education Requirements to the
present General Education Requirements.

B. The changes were approved by the department November 14 , 1983,
Rationale
A. To comply with changes in the General Education requirements of the college,

B. To use the opportunities provided by the new General Education model to enrich
our major,

Changes from 01d Pattern

"Banks" 01d Pattern S.H.
Competencies Intermediate Algebra 3
Expository Writing 3
Health & Physical Education 3
Fine Arts Any two courses* 6
Behavioral Sciences Any two courses* 6
Language and Communications Any two courses* 6
lathematics and Science Any two courses* 3
Humanities Any two courses* 6
Electives Any three courses* 9
Total 48

*Approved for General Education in this bank

IV, Changes to New Pattern

"Banks" New Pattern S.H,
Communications Expository Writing 3
(Written/Spoken) Any other course* 3

Science and Mathematics Any four courses* 12




Social and
Behavioral Sciences

History, Humanities
and Lanquages

Arts

Total

Any six courses*

Vestern Civilization to 1660
Kestern Civilization Since 1660
Any other four courses*

Art History Survey I or II
General Music History or
Music Appreciation

Any other course*

*Approved for Ceneral Education in this bank.
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State of XNew Jersey

GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE
GLASSBORO, NEW JERSEY 08028

March 15, 1684

Dr. Shirley O'Day

Chairperson, Senate Curriculum Committee
Glassboro State College

Glassboro, New Jersey

Dear Shirley:

I write to request that the Senate Curriculum Committee approve
the English Department's inclusion of Expository Writing as a required
course for English majors as part of their "Communications (Written/
Spoken)" General Education requirement.

Although this may seem a violation of the intention of the General
Education guidelines, I do not believe it is. Students are generally
prohibited from taking courses in their major department for General
Education credit in order to enhance distribution (work in many disci-
plines) and to inhibit over-specialization.

Only three courses in writing are presently approved to fulfill
the General Education requirement in ''Communications (Written/Spoken)."
Two of these courses are offered by the Communications Department and
one is offered by the English Department. I understand that the Com-
munications Department has requested an exception which will allow its
majors to use Communications 101 and 102 as designated requirements in
General Education, and the English Department requests a similar excep-
tion which will allow its majors to use Expository Writing as a desig-
nated requirement in General Education.

I would call to your attention that many colleges (Rutgers, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, et al) that have distribution requirements to pre-
vent over specialization do exclude freshman composition courses or
similar writing courses from being counted as English major courses.

Sincerely, -
S
A
Edward L. Wolfe
Chairman

W
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DEPARTMENT OF ERGLISH

CURRICULAR CHAKGE
GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR ENGLISH MAJORS

Details

A. Changes in pattern from the previous General Education Requirements to the
present General Education Requirements.

B. The changes were approved by the department November 14 , 1983,
Rationale
A. To comply with changes in the General Education requirements of the college.

B. To use the opportunities provided by the new General Education model to enrich
our major.,

Changes from 01d Pattern

"Banks" 01d Pattern S.H.
Competencies Intermediate Algebra 3
Expository Kriting 3
Health & Physical Education 3
Fine Arts Any two courses* 6
Behavioral Sciences Any two courses* 6
Language and Communications Any two courses* 6
Mathematics and Science Any two courses* €
Humanities Any two courses* 6
Electives Any three courses* 9
Total 48

*Approved for General Education in this bank

1V, Changes to New Pattern

"Banks" New Pattern S.H,
Communications Expository Kriting 3
(Written/Spoken) Any other course* 3

Science and Mathematics Any four courses* 12




Social and
Behavioral Sciences

History, Humanities
and Languages

Arts

Total

Any six courses*

Vestern Civilization to 1660
Western Civilization Since 1660
Any other four courses*

Art History Survey I or II
General Music History or
Music Appreciation

Any other course*

*Approved for Ceneral Education in this bank.
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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

State of New Jeraey

GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE
GLASSBORO, NEW JERSEY 08028

March 15, 1984

Dr. Shirley O'Day

Chairperson, Senate Curriculum Committee
Glassboro State College

Glassboro, New Jersey

Dear Shirley:

I write to request that the Senate Curriculum Committee approve
the English Department's inclusion of Expository Writing as a required
course for English majors as part of their "Communications (Written/
Spoken)'" General Education requirement.

Although this may seem a violation of the intention of the General
Education guidelines, I do not believe it is. Students are generally
prohibited from taking courses in their major department for General
Education credit in order to enhance distribution (work in many disci-
plines) and to inhibit over-specialization.

Only three courses in writing are presently approved to fulfill
the General Education requirement in ""Communications (Written/Spoken).'"
Two of these courses are offered by the Communications Department and
one is offered by the English Department. I understand that the Com-
munications Department has requested an exception which will allow its
majors to use Communications 101 and 102 as designated requirements in
General Education, and the English Department requests a similar excep-
tion which will allow its majors to use Expository Writing as a desig-
nated requirement in General Education.

I would call to your attention that many colleges (Rutgers, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, et al) that have distribution requirements to pre-
vent over specialization do exclude freshman composition courses or
similar writing courses from being counted as English major courses.

Sincerely,

“ &m\&\ ¥ \\5 &%&
Edward L. Wolfe ‘
Chairman

New Jersey Is An Evwal Opportnite Enmployer



