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COURSE PROPOSAL

1. Details

a) Course Title: Independent Study :
(wriar M AL o i )

b) Sponsor: Dr. Jeffrey Maxson b

¢) Credit Hours: Variable

d) Course Level: 600-level graduate

e) Curricular Effect: Free elective/requirement in MA in Writing
Program

f) Prerequisites: Permission of Graduate Program Advisor

g) Suggested Time/ Fall 2002

Scale of Implementation:

h) Resources: Teaching faculty are on staff.

2. Rationale:

At times, there is interest in particular subject areas that cannot be met by
regular course offerings in the MA in Writing Program. Independent Study
provides the opportunity for students, under the supervision of a faculty
member, to propose an area of study, develop an appropriate study plan and
carry out the project.

In addition, in some cases there are fewer students who want or need a
particular course offering than the number required to mount the course as a

regular offering. In such cases, the course may be offered as Independent
Study to those who wish to enroll.

3. Essence of the Course:
a) Objectives:
Objectives vary with particular offering.

b) Topical Outline:



Varies with course offering.
c¢) Evaluation and Grading Procedures:
Varies with course offering.
d) Course Evaluation
Special Topics courses will be evaluated using the College of Communication
student evaluation forms. Student evaluation forms will assess effectiveness
of content and delivery, assignments and texts.
4. Results of Consultations
Consultations have been carried out within the Department and with the

Journalism and Creative Writing Department. All have been supportive.

5. Additional Supporting Information



6. Course Description Imwwuwr §M/l <rY7 A {/Q(‘z"l'l‘na)y

(Hegis number)

This course provides an opportunity for students, under the supervision of a
faculty member, to identify an appropriate project area, develop an achievable
plan, and carry out the project, submitting written reports at the conclusion
and (optionally) at intervals throughout the project. (Permission of Graduate
Program Advisor.)



Janice Rowan

Chair, Department of Composition and Rhetoric
College of Communication
Rowan University

Date: June 10, 2002

To: Dr. Helen Giles-Gee and Dr. Phillip Lewis

From: Janice Rowan (‘ ‘H

Subject: Curriculum Proposals, Undergraduate, Composition and Rhetoric

Here are sheets which show the curricular impact of the course changes we
have requested.

The yellow sheet shows our undergraduate major, Writing Arts, as it is now,
prior to the changes (see circled areas).

The proposed changes, underlined on the white sheets, are of two kinds:
adding Special Topics and Independent Study; moving the course Evaluatin
Writing from its place in Related Electives Bank III to a position as one o
the five Major Requirements; and moving Creative Writing I as a choice
(along with Creative Writing II) into Reﬁlted Electives Bank 1.

Through careful advisement, we plan to provide the best choices for our
Coordinate Majors and Specialization students.

Hawthorn Hall, 201 Mullica Hill Rd., Glassboro, New Jersey 08028
856-256-4096  rowan@rowan.edu  856-256-4344 FAX



Student Soc. Sec. No. Date of Entry )

Writin g Arts

HOUSED IN THE DEPARTMENT OF COMPOSITION & RHETORIC

(ALSO COORDINATE FOR ELEMETARY EDUCATION MAJORS)

(T= course used in transfer. ONLY TWO COURSES MAY TRANSFER IN THE MAJOR.)

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS (15 s.h.)

1. MASS MEDIA (CC I or permission of instr.) Date Taken
2. COMM. THEORY (CC II or permission of instr.) Date Taken
3. WRITING, RESEARCH, & TECH. (cc1& ccl ) Date Taken
4. THE WRITER'S MIND (cc II plus 45 s.h.) Date Taken
5. CREATIVE WRITING I (cC I) Date Taken

RELATED ELECTIVES L (6 s.h.)

Note: Prerequisites are in
parentheses ().

Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade

(SELECT 6 S.H. OR TWO COURSES FROM THE FOLLOWING OFFERINGS.)

+ WRITING FOR THE WORKPLACE (75 s.h.) Date Taken
+ WRITING WITH STYLE (cC I, cC 1I: 45 s.h.) Date Taken
+ WRITING CHILDREN'S STORIES (30 s.h.) Date Taken
+ JOURNALISTIC WRITING I (cC 1 & cc1I) Date Taken
+ CREATIVE WRITING II (cC 1) Date Taken

RELATED ELECTIVES IL (3 s.h.)

Grade ____
Grade _
Grade

Grade
Grade

(SELECT 3 5.H. OR ONE COURSE FROM THE FOLLOWING OFFERINGS.)

+ INTRO TO ELECTRONIC MEDIA (CC I) Date Taken
+ INTRO TO ADVERTISING (30 s.h.) Date Taken
+ INTRO TO PUBLIC RELATIONS (MASS MEDIA) Date Taken
+ FICTION TO FILM (30 s.h.) Date Taken

Grade
Grade
Grade
Grade

Check the
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ROWAN

UNIVERSITY

June 13, 2002

. . Muaster of Arts in Writing
Dr. Helen Giles-Gee aster of g

Provost
Rowan University
Bole Administration Building

Dear Dr. Giles-Gee:

In response to your questions regarding the further impact of Special Topics and Independent
Study classes on the Master of Arts in Writing, I consulted with the Registrar’s Office and
Interim Dean of the Graduate School Jay Kuder about the number of hours possible for each
class.

Per the Registrar, students can take any number of Special Topics courses. These classes are
differentiated by the last digits of the HEGIS numbering system. The Registrar notes the last two
digits indicate different sections. Because the Master of Arts in Writing tracks are almost
complete (only a few courses are still in the approval process), there would be a limit of two (2)
Special Topics for students in our program. These courses would count in the student’s
Interdisciplinary section of the program. To complete the six credit hour Interdisciplinary
component of the Master of Arts in Writing, students can select courses from the graduate catalog
that best fit their future needs. Our Special Topics classes would apply to that area. Dean Kuder
agreed this would be an appropriate use of Special Topics classes, and that the six credit hour
limit is also appropriate.

The Independent Study offering is one that must be available but rare. As I stated in my previous
memo, the program would only use the Independent Study in compelling instances. The Registrar
has no limit on Independent Study hours, nor does The Graduate School. However, after
consulting with Dean Kuder, he agrees with me that our program will not accept more than three
credit hours of Independent Study. Furthermore, to ensure no abuses of the Independent Study
course occurs, Independent Study can only be taken with the permission of the Graduate Program
Advisor.

With regard to library resources, it is true that ten information architecture books are needed for
the stacks. The general way we have handled this is to purchase these books through our
departmental library budget. I would request these books in the next round of purchasing when
the budget comes forward to department members in the fall. Additionally, I have talked with
Dean Kuder, and if Program Improvement Funds are available through the Graduate School next
year, I intend to request monies to purchase books for a small graduate library here in Hawthorn
Hall.

Should you have other questions, please let Professor Janice Rowan know.

—
Best, - /’ =
e /ébmgj
1ane Penrod; Ph.D.
Graduate Program Advisor

Master of Arts in Writing

201 Mullica Hill Road » Glassboro, New Jersey « 08028-1701 ¢ Phone (8363 236-4343 ¢ Fax (8361 236-4344



ROWAN

UNIVERSITY
— 1Y

June 11,2002
Master of Arts in Writing

Dr. Lauretta Reeves

Chair

Curriculum Committee

Rowan Univers; ty

G]assboro, NJ 08028

Dear Lauretta:

Architectyre. Information Architecture jg 5 class we have rup as a Special Topics for two
Summers, and we fipq that between ¢j ght and ten Students regjster for the three-week
class. Students want to know more about Web sijte development, especially as to how this
Material connects to 'business-to—business Situations. Information Architecture clasgeg are
Popular with people in professional and technical writing concentrations, and no other
institution in New Jersey offers such a class. The closest course js at Drexel University,
and that does ot focus on the writing and thetorical aspects of Web architecture,

but we have hag many undergraduates g; &n up for the course, [p addition, the Pubjjc
Relations master’s degree faculty would like to make thjs class available (o their students.
This class wi]] update both degree Programs to feature at least one class jn Web studies.

Regarding the Specia] Topics and Independent Study Tequests, these two courses add
valuable flexibility within the degree Program. When we wisp, to pilot a new graduate
class to meet changes in the Writing field, for Instance, the Special Topics class allows ug
1O “test out” the viability of Tunning a new cjags before moving toward curriculum
revision. Also, the Special Topics graduate classes permit Instructors to put forward
classes thatare timely in the field or rejate 1o a professor’s research area, but do not
warlant the development of a stand-alone coyrge,

201 Mullica Hill Road » Glassboro, New Jersey o 08028-1701 « Phone (856) 256-4345 » Fax (856) 256-4344



