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Department of Economics

Fall, 1993
(Revised)
Minor Curricular Change
1. Details
a. Change requested: Prerequisite change 2204.310
International Economics
From: 2204.101 An Introduction to Economics-A
Macroeconomic Perspective or instructor's
permission \

A

To: 2204.101 An Introduction o Economigs-A
Macroeconomic Perspective 2204.102 An
Introduction to Economics-A Microeconomic or
instructor's permission

b. Sponsor: The Department of Economics.
2. Rational
a. The department is participating in the Association of

American College's Reforming the Major Project. As part
of the process, a consultant visited the campus on June
3, 1993 and recommended this course of action. The
Department agrees.

b. Originally, Dboth principles courses (2204.101 An
Introduction to Economics-A Macroeconomic Perspective and
2204.102 Introduction to Economics-A Microeconomic
Perspective or permission of the instructor) were
prerequisites for the course. 1In an effort to open up
our upper level courses to non-majors and non-business
students, we decided to delete one of the prerequisites.
We now want to reverse that decision.

The course covers applications of the material covered
in both principles courses, not just one. In the first
half of the course, we show how the U.S.'s international
transactions affect fiscal and monetary policy

(macroeconomics) . The second half of the course
investigates the foreign exchange market using supply and
demand analysis (microeconomics). Students need to be
exposed to principles of Macroeconomics and

Microeconomics before they are exposed to the
international applications.

As we taught this class last semester to a class of 46
students-all of whom had both prerequisites, we do not
believe that enrolment will suffer. We do not have
enough staff to offer the course more frequently than in
alternative semesters. Nor do we have enough staff to
offer more than one section of it over this time frame.



