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I.

IT.

GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE
GLASSBORO, NEW JERSEY

MINOR CURRICULAR CHANGE

Revision in Course Title and in Catalog Description

Course Title: Experiencing Literature
Hegis and Course Nos.: 1502.123
Department: English

Sponsor: Dr. Edward L. Wolfe

Details
A. Change in Course Title:

From: Experiencing Literature

To: Introduction tc Literature
B. Change in Catalog Description:

From: This course is intended to increase the student's enjoyment of
literature by previding kiowledge of and familiarity with various
ferms of literature from different times and countries.

To: Ti%s coutse is intended 1o incrcase students! uncerstending and
enjoyment of literature. Through a study of the rzior forms of
literature, drema, novel, poetry, and short story, students should
come to understand scome of the distinguishing characteristics of
each form, the special demands each form imposes upon the thought-
ful reader, and some of the most useful ways to respond to these
demand§. Most irportant, they should begin to understand that the
best literature, regardless of its time and national origin, deals

significantly with the buman condition, that is to day, their own
conditicn,

Rationale

The present title, Experiencing Literature, was adopted in 1972 in response to what
the English Department then perceived or misperceived as a general cultural pressure
or an academic trend tcward freer, more self-centered emphases in the college cur-
riculum. The course was previously called The Study of Literature and emphasis

was placed on literary genre, the basic principles of literary analysis and the
disciplined study of literature. Our '"trendiness,'" however, was always more of

name than of substance, and it is surely now appropriate to make the title more



III.

fit the substance of the course. Changing the title to Introduction tc Literature
will achieve this objective, )

Consultations

The revisions and changes in course title and catalog description were discussed

and approved by the English Department Curriculum Committee in May of 1983 and

approved unanimously by the English Department on September 26, 1983,
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