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Rowan College of New Jersey

Minor Curricular Change Draft 10-7-94

Details

a. Change Requested: Bachelor of Music Jazz Studies Major -
Combining Four Presently Offered Courses Into Two Courses.

b. Sponsor: John Thyhsen, Professor of Music, Chairman - Jazz
Division.

Rationale

a. Statement of Need for Change: The four existing courses Arranging

for Large Jazz Ensemble, Arranging for Small Jazz Ensemble,
Writing Contemporary Jazz Styles and Traditional Jazz Tune
Comp051tlon are representing too many composition-writing for the
jazz major who is not interested in composition. Therefore,
there is an over-emphasis on the number of credits required for
the degree and an equally over-emphasis on the time allotted to
this area within the jazz degree for those students interested in
becoming very good performers on an instrument or voice.

The Large Jazz Ensemble and Arranging for Small Jazz Ensemble Courses
will be combined in to one course for one semester and called:
Arranging for Large and Small Jazz Ensembles. S, ' ~?*T<

The Writing Contemporary Jazz Styles and Traditional Jazz Tune
Composition Courses will be combined into one course for one semester
and called: Wr1t1ng and Compo ing Contemporary and Traditional Jazz

Tunes. A R

Arranging for Large and Small Jazz Ensembles and Writing and Composing
Contemporary and Traditional Jazz Tunes will each receive 3
undergraduate credits.

b. Statements of curricular effect. How the change will impact on
the program, department, and/or curricular design.

1. Combining the courses into two courses will eliminate six
credits from the degree and make the course of study more
attractive to a non-composition minded student. Many
students entering the program are not interested in such a
strong composition course of study but are attracted by the
emphasis on improvisation and private study.

2. No new courses are necessary. The curriculum guide for the
Bachelor of Music Jazz Studies Major is attached.

3. No additional staffing is required.

4. This combining of courses lowers the total credit hours to
128 hours, a much more reasonable number for an applied
major and applied degree.



III. Results of Consultations

The following persons were consulted, and positive responses are
attached:

Department of Music Curriculum Committee
Dr. Bertram Greenspan, Acting Chair, Department of Music
Dr. Benjamin C. Christy, Acting Dean, Fine and Performing Arts



MEMORANDUM
DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC

FROM:

RE:

February 27, 1995

College Curriculum Committee
Music Department Curriculum Committee

In support of minor curriculum change -
Jazz Studies Major

Having examined the proposal and discussed its merits the
Curriculum Committee unanimously approves these changes.
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March 1, 1995

To Whom It May Concern:

I am in complete approval of the request to combine the four
Jazz courses presently offered, into two courses as proposed by
John Thyhsen and endorsed by the Jazz Studies faculty and the

Department Curriculum Committee.

Sincerely,
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Dr. Bertram Greenspan
Acting Chair
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