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SE IN PRE-REQUISITE FOR LINEAR ALGERRA (1701.210)
sored by Gary S. Itzkowitz, Ph.D.

. Existing Title and Pre-requisite

1701.210 - Linear Algebra
(Pre-requisite: 1701.130, Calculus I)

Proposed Pre-requisite
1701.131 - Calculus II

. Rationale

al When only Mathematics majors tock Linear Algebra,
there was never a problem with the pre-requisite since
they had to take three semesters of Calculus, and,
therefore, never tried to take Linear Algebra in their
freshman year after Calculus I.

b) As of September 1982, Linear Algebra became a
requirement for Camputer Science majors who also only
had Calculus I as a pre-requisite and requirement
(Calculus II and III are not required for Camputer
Science majors). Hence, at registration time, they
were signing up for Linear Algebra in the Spring
semester of their freshman vyear, Considering that
Linear Algebra is a sotho{e level course, we feel
this is too early for them.

) The course content is too sophisticated for
someone with only a Calculus I background. The
student with only Calculus I does not have the
mathematical maturity to handle Linear Algebra. Last
year, oaur Camputer Science majors had a disaster in
Linear Algebra when forced to campete with our more
"mature" Mathematics majors.

d) It is aur expectation that with this new
pre-requisite our Camputer Science majors will be
more closely matched with ur Mathematics majors when
taking Linear Algebra.

Curricular Impact

The major impact of this change will be to bring up the
mathematical maturity level of aur Camputer Science
majors to a point where they will be properly prepared
for Linear Algebra; a result that is highly desirable
both for teachers and students.

Consultations
a) From Camputer Science
i) Prof. Jack Cimprich
ii) Prof. Seth Bergman
) Fram Mathematics
i) Prof. Joanne Trimble
ii) Prof. Rdbert Mitchell
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