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ROWAN COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

Minor Curricular Change

DETAILS:

a. Course title change requested from "Masterpieces of
American Literature" to "Readings in U.S.
Literature."

b. Sponsors: Dr. Nathan R. Carb, Jr., English Department

Chair; Dr. Catherine Wilcoxson, Department Curriculum
Committee Chair.

RATIONALE:

a. The term "Masterpieces" has elitist, hegemonic
overtones implying cultural dominance or privilege.
"American" literature is also a misleading term for this
course, which does not focus on the literature of other
North American countries (Canada and Mexico) or of South
America. We would also like to make the name of this
course parallel other departmental offerings in U.S.
Literature.

b. This change will have no impact on the program,
department and/or curricular design.

RESULTS OF CONSULTATION:

a. The entire English Department was consulted on this
decision, and all assented on the name change.
b. See attached copy of English Department Minutes for

proof of consultation.



Present:

I.

Nathan Carb thanked Catherine Wilcoxson for her exem
as

English Department Meeting
October 25, 1994

Carb, Donochue, Doskow, Haba, Patrick,
Wilcoxson

chair of the department’s cCurriculum Committee.

committee reported the following accomplishments and
proposals:

A.

The department submitted updated and standardized
syllabi for general education courses to NCATE.

A title change has been submitted to the Senate
Curriculum Committee requesting that "Afro-American

Viator, Vitto,

plary work

The

Literature" be re-titled "African-American Literature."

A minor in English will be submitted to the Senate
Curriculum Committee next semester.
unanimously approved the minor, which will
consist of 24 hours of designated classes:

1. Introduction to Literary Studies

2. one double survey (student
Before and Since
Since Romanticism.
cither Masterpicces of American Lit.
pleces ot English literature, depending on the
cholice made under (2) above: having chosen
US Lit. Before and Since Realism, the student
would take Masterpicces of English Literature;
having chosen British Lit. to

[

and Since

or Master-

Department members

chooses ejther US Lit.
Fealism or British Lit. to and

Romanticism, the student would take Masterpieces

of American Literature.

4. Shakespecare 1

5. Seminar 1

6. one 200-level elective:  Women in Literature or
African-American Literature

7. one 300- or 400-lcvel elective

Tim Viator 1s working on a new numbering system for
classes oftered in the tnglish Dept.
the Registrar to deter-ine difficulties with such a
change:.

Atter some discusslon, Tho
to propose new titles for cur tormer "Masterpiecoes"
courses; we will now

"Readings In UL, 1
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; he will check with

drepartment voted unanimous %

cer "keadings in World literature,
Prerature " and "Readinags in Britich



