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GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE
GLASSECRC, NEW JERSEY

COURSE PROPOSAL

". Details
A. Course Title: Masterpieces of Western Literature II

B. Sponsers: Dr. Jares C. Haba and Dr. Edward L. Wolfe, on behalf of the
English Department

C. Course Level: Undergraduate (Freshman/Sophomore}; 3 semester hours
D. Curricular Effect: General Education
E. Prerequisiteg: Nore

F. Implerentation: Beginning the Spring of 1984
three or four sections, as needed

G. Adequacy of present staff, library facilities, space nceds: entirely adequate
II. Rationale

Masterpieces of Western Literature II offers sgﬁdents the oppertunity to becore

familiar with the basic scale and nature of the literzry heritage of Western

Civilization from the Reforvation to the end of the Nineteenth Century. By com-

bining material from several discrete courses regularly offered by the English

Department, this course offers a combination of range and concentrétion not
presently available, '
Students will be able to acquire a basic understanding of our Western literary
heritage through reading carefully selected works and through practice in
analyzing and synthesizing these works as essential and formative contributions
to the developrent of Western Civilization,
Masterpieces of Western Literature II will naturally complement those courses in
other departments which also concern themselves with the nature and the works of
Western Civilization since the Reformation, especially, for example, such courses
as Western Civilization Since 1660 (History), Art History Survey II (Art), and
History of Western Philosophy II: Modern (Philosophy).

IIT. Essence of the Course

A. Objectives: By taking this course students will gain a basic understanding
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of the nature of Western Literature during the four hundred years since the
Reformation, The students will, in the process, have extensive opportunity
to practice textual analysis and comparative criticism. They will also

learn to see the literary sources of Western Civilization more accurately

and to appreciate them more sensitively, Ultimately, by taking this course,

students should beccme more knowledgeable, more perceptive, more articulate,
and more able people,

The selection of works for this course provides an interesting challenge in
terms of preserving accurately and transmitting effectively our literary
heritage. The challenge is the perennial one of trying to reconcile the

ideal and the real: in‘this case, identifying the many works that are so
irportant that they should be included, while recognizing the very limited
nusber of works that can, in fact, be inclﬁﬁed; realizing the value of a
relatively cocmon or uniform reading list that would guarantee that all
students taking the course would have sore familiarity with a few great works,
while tecongizing the value of sufficient diversity to fulfill the indivicdual

11 teach the course; realizing the

-

interests of the various instructors whé w
value of including enough woerks to répresent the literary traditions of the
%est and the essentialjinfluence of literature on the developrent of Western
Civilization, while recognizing the value of limiting the number of works so
that the few studied will be ecphasized, reinforced, and elaborated suffi-
ciently to have some lasting impact upon our students.

To guarantee uniformity with focus and emphasis and yet permit diversity with
sore breadth and continuity, two lists have been adopted. The first list is
limited to four works that will be taught by all instructors to all classes
every time the class is taught. The second list is limited to ten works from
which instructors could select a maximum of four works for inclusion in their
individual syllabi. The nucber of works to be taught in any semester would,
therefore, be limited to a miximum of eight.

B. Topical Cutline/Centent: 7This course is designed tc 2nzhble students to work
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directly with complete texts of up to =ight Masterpieces of Western Literature
from Xinc Lear to & Doll's House. The works studied during any given semester
will include King Lear, Candide, Fzust (Part I), Crime and Punishment, and up
to four zdditional works such as The Frince, Macame Bovary, and A& Doll's Eouse.
The works will be read chronologically and examined against the historical
circumstances in which they appeared. A najor feature of the course will be
to stimulate the practice of reading one work in light of another and thereby
to sharpen reading skills and to gain a broader understanding of our cultural

traditions at the saze time.

Consultations

This course was discussed by the English Departrent Curriculum Comrmittee in
several of its rmeetings in January and February 1983, It was discussed by

the English Departrent at meetings on January 20, January 28, and February 8§,

and on Septerter 26, 1983, The course was finally passed unanimously by the

. Catalog Description

This course is designed to give the student sone knowledge of énd sensitivity
toward the literary sourtes of Westérn Civilization. The course includes a
limited number of works carefully selected from the Reformation through the
nineteenth century. Ecphasis is placed upon works of great literary merit
that exhibit perceptions, ideas, and values that were essential and formative
contributions to the development of Western Civilization. Such works as
Machiavelli's The Frince, Cervantes' Don Quixote, Shakespeare's King Lear,

Voltaire's Candide, Goethe's Faust, Melville's Billy Budd, and Dostoevsky's

Crime and Punishrent are read, analyzed, and discussed.

[#2)



MWL III

V. Catalog Description

This course is designed to give the students some knowledge of and sensitivity
toward the literary sources of Western Civilization., The course includes a
limited number of works carefully selected from the Reformation through the
nineteenth century, Emphasis is placed upon works of great literary merit
that exhibit perceptions, ideas, and values that were essential and formative
contributions to the development of Western Civilization, Such works as
Machiavelli's The Prince, Cervantes' Don Quixote, Shakespeare's King Lear,
Voltaire's Candide, Goethe's Faust, Melville's Billy Budd, and Dostoevsky's

Crime ard Punishment are read, analyzed, and discussed,
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of the nature of Western Literature during the four hundred years since the
Reformation., The students will, in the process, have extensive opportunity
to practice textual analysis and cemparative criticism. They will also
learn to see the literary sources of Western Civilization more accurately
and to appreciate them more sensitively. Ultimately, by taking this course,

students should become more knowledgeable, more perceptive, more articulate,
and more able people,

The selection of works for this course provides an interesting challenge in
terms of preserving accurately and transmitting effectively our literary
heritage. The challenge is the perennial one cof trying to reconcile the

ideal and the real: invthis case, identifying the —any works that are so
important that they should be included, while reccgnizing the very limited
nucsber of works that can, in fact, be inclﬁaed; rezlizing the value of a
relatively ceormon or uniform reading list that wcuid guazrantee that all
students taking the course would have scze farilizrity with a few great works,
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interests of the various instructors whe will teach the course; Tealizing the
value of including erough works to r;;resent the literary traditions of the
West and the essential:influence of literature on the developrent of Western
Civilization, while recognizing the value of limiting the number of works so
that the few studied will be emphasized, reinforced, and elaborated suffi-
ciently to have scme lasting impact upon our students.

To guarantee unifcrmity with focus and exmphasis and yet permit diversity with
sone breadth and continuity, two lists have beesn adopted. The first list is
limited to four works that will be taught by all instructors to all classes
every time the class is taught., The second list is limited to ten works from
which instructors could select a maximum of four works for inclusion in their
individual syllabi. The number of works to be taught in any semester would,

therefore, be limited to a miximum of eight.
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Topical Outline/Cerntent: This course is designed to enable stucdenc: to work
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directly vith complete texts of up io 2ight Masterpieces of Western lLiterature
from Kinc Iezr to & Doll's House. The works studied during any given semester
will include King Lear, Candide, Faust (Part 1), Crime and Punishment, and up
to four additional works such as The Prince, Madame Bovary, and A Doll's Eouse.
The works will be read chronologically and examined against the historical
circumstances in which they appeared. A major feature of the course will be
to stimulate the practice of reading one work in light of another and thereby
to sharpen reading skills and to gain a broader understanding of our culturel
traditions at the sace time.

IV. Consultations
This course was discussad by the English Departrent Curriculum Committee in
several of its meetings in January and February 1983, It was discussed by
the English Department at meetings on Janu;ry 20, January 28, and February §,
and on Septecber 26, 1983, The course was finally passed unanimously by the
English Department on Novexmber 14, 1983,
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. Catalog Description

This course is designzd to give the student some knowledge of énd sensitivity
toward the literary sourtes cf Kestérn Civilization. The course includes a
linited number of works carefully selected from the Reformation through the
nineteenth century. Ecophasis is placed upon works of great literary merit
that exhibit perceptions, ideas, and values that were essential and formative
contributions to the development of Western Civilization. Such works as
Machiavelli's The Prince, Cervantes' Don Quixote, Shakespeare's King Lear,

Voltaire's Candide, Goethe's Faust, Melville's Billy Budd, and Dostoevsky's

Crime and Puniskment are read, analyzed, and discussed.
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V. Catalog Description

This course is designed to give the students some knowledge of and sensitivity
toward the literary sources of Western Civilization., The course includes a
limited number of works carefully selected from the Reformation through the
nineteenth century, Emphasis is placed upon works of great literary merit
that exhibit perceptions, ideas, and values that were essential and formative
contributions to the development of Western Civilization. Such works as
Machiavelli's The Prince, Cervantes' Don Quixote, Shakespeare's King Lear,
Voltaire's candide, Goethe's Faust, Melville's Billy Budd, and Dostcevsky's

Crime and Punishment are read, analyzed, and discussed.



