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MWL I

will, in the process, have extensivé opportunity to practice textual analysis
and comparative criticism. They will also learn to see the literary sources

of Western Civilization more accurately and to appreciate them more sensitively.
Ultimately, by taking this course, students should become more knowledgeatle,
more perceptive, more articulate, and more able people. The selection of works
for this course provides an interesting challenge in terms of preserving accu-
rately and transmitting effectively our literary heritage. The challenge 1is
the perennial one of trying to reconcile the ideal and the real: in this case,
identifying the many works that are so important that they should be included,
while recognizing the very limited number of works that can, in fact, be in-
cluded; realizing the value of a relatively common or uniform reading list

that would guarantee that all students taking the course wculd have some
familiarity with a few great works, while recognizing the value of sufficient
diversity to fulfill the individual interests of the various instructors who
will teach the course; realizing the value of including encugh works to repre-
sent the literary traditions of the West and the essential influence of litera-
ture on the development of Western Civilization, while recognizing the value

of limiting the number of works so that the few studied will be emphasized,
reinforced, and elaborated sufficiently to have some lasting impact upon our
students,

To guarantee uniformity with focus and emphasis and yet permit diversity with
some breadth and continuity, two lists have been adopted. The first list is
limited to four works that will be taught by all instructors to all classes
svery time the class is taught. The second list is limited to ten works from
which instructors could select a maximum of our works for inclusion in their
individual svllabi. The number of works to be taught in any semester would,
-rerefore, be limited to a maximum of eight,.

Topical Outline/Content: This course is designed to enable students to work
iirectly with complete texts of up to eight Masterpieces of Western Literature

‘rom The Old Testamen® <o Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. The works studied
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MWL I

V. Catalog Description

This course is designed to give the student some knowledge of and sensitivity
toward the literary sources of Western Civilization, The course includes a
limited number of works carefully selected from the beginnings of Western
literature to the Reformation. Emphasis is placed upon works of great literary
merit that exhibit perceptions, ideas, and values that were essential and forma-
tive contributions to the development of Western Civilization. Such works as

selected books of The 01d Testament, The Odyssey, Oedipus the King, The Aeneid,

selected books of The New Testament, The Inferno, and selected tales from

Chaucer are read, analyzed, and discussed.



