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Proposal for a Change in the Required
Courses for Math Majors

Sponsor: Mathematics Department

Proposal: Discrete Mathematics (currently required) to become a
restricted elective and Differential Equations (currently
a restricted elective) to become a required course.

Rationale:
1. Differential Equations is a required math major
course at most universities and therefore is tested
on the Graduate Record Examination.

2. Those portions of Discrete that appear on the GRE
are also frequently taught in other major courses.

3. Discrete is becoming more frequently taught on the
high school level.

4. Differential Equations is an excellent capstone

course for the first two years of the undergraduate
major since it uses Calculus and Linear Algebra.

The objectives and syllabi of the courses will not change.



