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Major Curricular Change
New Course: Selected Topics in Religion Studies
Course Syllabus

Philosophy and Religion 1510.340
Selected Topics in Religion Studies

3 s.h.

1. Details:

A.

B.

Course Title: Selected Topics in Religion Studies

Sponsor: Dianne Ashton, Department of Philosophy and Religion
Youru (Charles) Wang, Department of Philosophy and Religion

Credit Hours: 3
Course Level: Undergraduate (junior or above)

Prerequisites: Religions of the World, Introduction to Religion, or permission of
instructor.

Implementation:

1. Time of implementation: A pilot version of this course will be offered in
the spring of 2002.

2. Scale of implementation: Probably one section a year; since the point of

Selected Topics courses is flexibility, it is hard to be exact about this.

Curricular Effect: This course is designed to allow a variety of special courses to
be taught by faculty and guest lecturers in their areas of expertise, when they are
not listed in the catalog. This will give both students and faculty a wider range of
options for the academic study of religion than they would otherwise have at
Rowan. As such, it will be useful as part of our existing concentration in
philosophy and religion, as well as our proposed major in philosophy and religion
studies. Finally, it will be available to all eligible students as a humanities
elective. Depending on the particular version of the course being offered, it may
be offered as a seminar, or as a regular class. Topics will be proposed and
approved by regular faculty of the department of Philosophy and Religion, to be
consistent with the goals and standards of the department.

Adequacy:
1. Staffing: Adequate by definition of the course.

2. Library facilities and holdings, and other relevant resources: The library’s
collection, including many titles ordered by the Philosophy and Religion
Department over the past ten years, and supplemented by future additions,
continues to need upgrading, but will support many versions of this
course.
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1.

3. Space needs: One seminar room, or one classroom with blackboards and
seating for thirty-five students will be needed each time the class is
offered.

Rationale:

As we-develop our major in Philosophy and Religion Studies we will need increased
flexibility in our course offerings. This course will be a vehicle for developing and
testing new courses. It will also allow us to offer time-sensitive courses that deal with
contemporary events, or that take advantage of the special expertise of non-tenured
faculty and visiting professors.

Essence of the Course:

A.

Objectives: The general objective of all instances of this course is to present
students with opportunities for the academic study of religion not available to
them at Rowan in the regularly listed courses.

Course Content: Variable. Some topics might be: Religion and Politics,
Religion and Public Life in America, Religion and Feminism, Religion and Ethnic
Life in America, Religion and the Civil War.

Evaluation and Grading Procedures: Variable. As Humanities courses, these
offerings will all require extensive written evidence of mastery of the material. A
variety of measures may be used: Ex: research papers, brief responses to
homework, book reviews, creative non-fiction, oral reports, presentations, web
and bibliographic searches.

Course Evaluation: This course will be reevaluated by the Philosophy/Religion
Department at least every other year. The review will take into account student
evaluations of the course and peer observations. Reactions to the course from
various other departments whose disciplines may intersect with this will be
solicited. They will be asked to comment on proposed syllabi and confer with the
instructor.

Results of Consultations: None needed.
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Catalog Description:

New Course: Selected Topics in Religion Studies 3 s.h.

1510.340
(Prerequisites: 1510.100 or 1510.200 or permission of the instructor)

This course examines one topic in religion in depth. Its topic may vary. This course may
not be offered annually.



