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PROPOSAL FOR THE COURSE "SEMINAP IN SOCIAL JUSTICE"

I. DetaJl

A. Course Title: CSeminar in Social Justice

B. Sponsors:

Joserh B. Sanbeorn, Jr., Chalr, Taw/Justice Studiesg

Derpartment

C. Credit Hours: 3

D. Course Level: Ind=yaraduate Senior Year. This course
should be numbeced on the 400 level (between 460 and 470).

E. Curricular Effect: Reaquired for all students who elect
to speclalize 1n the Sorial Justice area.

F. Prerequisites: All required courses within the major.

G. Implementation:

L. Time of Implementation: Spring, 199

2. Scale of "Implementation: At least one section of this
course will be offered each vear.,

H. Adequacy Of:

L. Staffina:  The Law/Justice Studiea Depactment has

At least o faculty membecs who age qualified to
teach this course.

2. Library Facilities and Holdinas: Savitgz Library 1is
well-stocked  in this area and the lLaw/Justice
Department ~ontinues to ovrder books and matecrials  on
soclial justice,

3. Space Meeds: one classroom (o Seminar room), seating
no more than fifteen students will be needed each
vear.

IT. Rationqle

The Leacrning Outecome Assessment evreprioence has forced the
Law/Justice Studies Depackment to scrutinize its curgiculum. As
a result of this introspection, we have decided to continue the
major thrust of the curciecnlum which forces the majors to become
acquainted with al] asprects of the criminal Jjustice system.
Howeve -, at the same rime, we believe it ig nNecessagcy (both

academically and  vocaticnally ) to force our maijors to
concentrate 1in  one of the four Primary areas of ouc discipline
(i.e., police, courts e law, corrections, and sorial qustice)

Providing a seminacr in oaeh of the four cubicct areas will  allow
our students to foensg “hat much more deeply upon the one



particular acrea she/he has special interest. Our curriculum
already has seminars in rolicina and corrections. Consequently,

we need seminacrs in the Law and Social Justice areas  as we ] |,

Fach major will be coquiced to concentiate in one of ouy four
subject banks, and the evperience wil! culminate in A  seminarc.
The seminar will allow us to wuse various Jearnina outcome
assessment techniques which will provide invaluable feedback

about our curriculum.

I1T. Essence of the Coug ao

A. Course Objectives: The primary obiective of the course
1s to promote student discussions, research  and
critical thinkina of various aspects of sorial ijustice,
Specifically, “he student who completes the course
should:

1. PResearch a sncial Jjustice-oriented topic mutual ly
Aaarecd upon by student and teacher and present a
cepocrt of this research to the class:

2. Write a research paper which addresses not only the
topic selected by the student bub also a systhesis
of varione rarts of the curriculum the student has
Pad at flasshoro State Colleqge:

Jd. Prsolve » number of problems identified by the
instructor, whereupon the student will be asked to
intearate what he/she has learned from othey

courses in law/Justice in the solution effort.

B. Topical Outline/Content: This seminar course will focus
on Ltopical Aprcas not ordinacrily dealt with in depth in
Oucr social justice courses. Suraested topics include:

1. The Varietjes of Justice

2. The  Plight of Minoritieco in  Amecican Criminal
Justice

3. Pavameters of Distributive Justire
4. Utility and Social Justice

5. Social Jus‘tirea and Fauality

6. Race and Social Justice

7. Gendeur and Social Justice

8. Age and Soecial Justice

9. Socialiasm and Social Justice

10, Mavrxism an! Semial Justice



Iv.

C.

Evaluations and radina Procedures: Student performance

will be assessed hy class discussions, reseacch, paper
wrilting and problem snlving examnination aquestions.

Course Evaluaticon: This course will be evaluated at

least annually, bhoqinninag with the first year it is

of fered. The:  ~valuation rrocess will include student
and faculty evaluations. The latter will include peec
observations fol lowerd by consultations with the

instructor.

Results of Consultat ons:

The entire Law/Justice faculty aareed to adopting this as a
required course four our madjocs.



CATALOG DESCRIPTION
Seminar In Social Justice

This seminar is a capstone experience offering in particular
depth a number of spec1dl areas of concern in Social Justice. The
student will engage in class discussions, conduct res earch, write
papers and participate in problem solv1ng examinations, all of
which will be geared around a variety of aspects of Social Justlce



