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Rowan University
Electrical & Computer Engineering

Minor Curricular Change Proposal — Change to Credit Hours, 0909.402 Topics in
ECE

Details:
a. Change Requested

Credit Hours
From: 0909.402, 3 s. h.
To: 0909.402, (1-3) s. h.

Course Description

No change.

b. Sponsor(s)

John L. Schmalzel, Professor and Chair, Electrical & Computer Engineering
Shreekanth Mandayam, Curriculum Committee Chair, Electrical & Computer
Engineering

Rationale
a. Statements of "need" for such a change.

We need the flexibility to assign an appropriate number of credit hours to Special
Topics courses. Among the motivations for this are:

1. There are 2-s.h. courses, which may benefit from expanding their content by 1-
s.h. Availability of a 1-s.h. Topics in ECE course would support this.

2. The cost-benefit of some topics is insufficient to warrant a full, 2-s.h. or 3-s.h.
Topics course. Availability of a 1-s.h. and 2-s.h. Topics in ECE course would
allow configuring a course palette, which contains an optimum balance of
time v. content.

3. Developing partnerships with regional agencies and businesses often emphasize
the importance of short courses, many of which have a nominal course
equivalent value of 1 s.h. Having a (1-3)-s.h. Having Topics courses available
in a range of semester credit hours would provide for flexible adaptation to the
needs of many of our regional stakeholders.

4. The proposed model offers the opportunity to partition and package Topics
modules that can offer students more choices in a given semester than would
be available from 3-s.h.-only electives, and it allows us to take advantage of a
subject-matter expert who might well be available for four weeks, but could
not be available for 14.
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b. Statements of curricular effect. How the change will impact on program,
department and/or curricular design.

The proposed curriculum change will have an impact on the flexibility of the ECE
program, making it better adaptable to on-campus and off-campus students. The
delivery of upper-division elective content could benefit from the opportunity to
develop a matrix of modules formatted in 1-s.h. or 2-s.h. courses instead of the 3-
s.h. courses of the current curriculum.

Results of Consultation
a. List all parties consulted.

No letters of consultation are solicited because no effect is foreseen on other
departments or programs.
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