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ABSTRACT

Amy F. Wiesen

Using "Social Stories" To Enhance the Social and Behavior Skills of
Preschool Children with Autism or Pervasive Developmental Disorder

1999

Dr. Jay Kuder, Thesis Advisor

Special Education Program

Autistic or Pervasive Developmental Disorder (PDD) children may exhibit

impairments with communication skills, social skills, and cognitive skills. A treatment

strategy called social stories maybe an effective visual aid that provides individuals with

autism/PDD accurate information regarding situations they encounter or skills they are

working on. This thesis examined whether the use of social stories would increase the

academic, social, and behavior skills of autistic/PDD children. A study was conducted

over a three month period on three preschool students from the Bancroft Preschool. The

purpose of writing a social story for each child was to teach the students to perform

suitable social skills in a variety of settings. Data on the percentages of occurrences was

taken on each individual before and during the intervention to show whether the social

stories helped make a positive impact on their behaviors. Overall, the statistical and

practical results in this study suggest that social stories may be useful in teaching social

behavior skills to children with autism/PDD.



MINI-ABSRACT

Amy F. Wiesen

Using "Social Stories" To Enhance the Social and Behavior Skills of
Preschool Children with Autism or Pervasive Developmental Disorder

1999

Dr. Jay Kuder, Thesis Advisor

Special Education Program

The present study examined the effectiveness of using social stories to help teach

social understanding to three preschool children with autism or Pervasive Developmental

Disorder (PDD). The findings of this study indicate that social stories did increase

appropriate academic, social, and behavior skills in autistic/PDD children.



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I would like to extend my sincere thanks and gratitude
to the people who have helped me

with this project.

I would like to thank the children who participated in the study,
their parents, and my coworkers.

I would like to thank my professors from Rowan University,
especially Dr. Kuder for his guidance and support.

I would like to thank my parents Marilyn and Norman
for their love and patience and for providing me

with invaluable resources.

I would like to thank my brother Kenney
for inspiring me and for all his assistance

throughout my education.

I would like to thank Ricky for his patience
and for his continuous efforts with

proofreading my paper.

ii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter Page

1. RESEARCH PROBLEM

Introduction I
Purpose of the Study I
Hypotheses 2
Subjects of the Study 3
Conclusion and Overview of the Study 3

II. LITERATURE REVIEW

Introduction 5
Social Interactions 7
Incidental Teaching and Pivotal Response Training 14
Social Scripts 16
Self-Management 18
Social Stories 19
Conclusion 22

111. DESIGN OF STUDY

Introduction 24
Subjects: Erich, Eric, James 24
What are Social Stories? 27
Guidelines for Writing Social Stories 28
Individual Social Stories: Erich, Eric, James 30
Conclusion 34

IV. RESULTS

Introduction 35
Analysis of the Data: Erich, Eric, James 35
Conclusion 39

iii



Chapter Page

V. DISCUSSION

Significance of the Study 43
Results: Prior Research, Erich, Eric, James 43
Limitations and Implications 46
Recommendations for Further Study 48
Conclusion 48

REFERENCES 50

APPENDIX A: Individual Data Sheets:
Erich, Eric, James 54

APPENDIX B: Individual Social Stories:
Erich, Eric, James 58

iv



LIST OF TABLES AND FIGURES

Page

Table 1: DSM-IV Criteria for Autistic Disorder 6

Figure 1: Erich's Social Story 40

Figure 2: Eric's Social Story 41

Figure 3: James' Social Story 42

v


