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INFORMATION FOR REFEREES

OF ARTICLES SUBMITTED TC AMERICAN MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY FOR PUBLICATION

CRITERIA FOR ACCEPTING A PAPER

1. It must be correct. While this is basically the author's responsi-
bility, the referee certainly must be reasonably convinced.

2. It must be new in a nontrivial sense; e.g., a collection of new
definitions and deductions therefrom is not publishable unless the author
shows that (or unless it is clear that) it simplifies or solves some exist-
ing problems of reasonable importance. Similarly, a new theorem with an
0ld proof may not be publishable.

3. It must be of interest to an appreciable number of readers, not
just the author, the author's students, and one or two colleagues.

4. It must be clearly written; at least the referee should be able to
understand it without undue pain. 1In a paper which is otherwise marginal,
failure in this respect could be cause for rejection,

ITEMS TO BE CHECKED

l. Title should be informative.

2. 1980 Mathematics Subject Classification categories should identify
the fields of an article accurately.

3. Abstract should summarize the results of the paper. The main pur-
pose of the abstract is to enable readers to take in the nature and results
of the paper quickly and to decide whether they wish to read the entire
paper. ZENTRALBLATT now publishes author abstracts instead of reviews so
the abstract may also appear there.

4. If key words or index terms are included (they are optional), they
should indicate Important topics considered.

(Referees should be familiar with the contents of the Instructions for

Authors of Papers for AMS Journals. The four items listed above are des-
cribed in detail in the Instructions.)

5. Items listed in the bibliography should be relevant to the subject
of the paper. Referees need not be concerned about the style of the
- bibliography.

REFEREE'S REPORT. The referee is asked to recommend acceptance, rejection,
Or revision of each paper. Each recommendation should be clear and well
founded and should be based on a thorough reading of the paper. Since the
referee's report will be transmitted (anonymously) to the author, reasons
for a recommendation should be carefully stated, preferably on a plain
piece of paper without identifying water marks so that the report can be
copied without retyping and mailed to the author without revealing the
identity of the referee.

REFEREEING TIME. Papers of less than ten manuscript pages should not take
more than a month to referee. Longer papers may require more time, a
manuscript of 50 pages could take three months; no paper should require more
than four months.

mdb 5/27/80
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