GRANT-FUNDED PrOJECTS ADD UP
To BENEFITS FOR AREA SCHOOLS

THE 36 MILLIOMN in research gramis Eowan Undversicy
faculty m=mbers received last y=ar is going tweard more
than laboratory expeciments. Federml stae and private
funds also are being used by Bowan faculty to conduct
research and develop programs that affect communities -
and peoples lives — m significant ways.

‘Mot everyone is using the hunding to conduct labomtory
research under a microscope.” said Peggy Scho=n, dirscior
of Government Grants. In addion to many grants for
projects n engineering and the sciences, funds also have
been awarded For research and programs that assist college
studemis, children and famili=s. and communities. "4 1ot of
our funding s turned back into helping peaple,” she noted.

Aszociate Professor of Mathermatics Eric Milow is using an
$366 464 grant From the Mew [ersey Department of
Education to assist middle school math t=achers - and, in
turry, their stodemts - through the South Jersey Math
Parinership (S[BAF.

The S]ME which Milou directs, provides int=rsive pro-
fessional development coursework o 100 middle school
muath and science teachers from 21 school districes in South
Jersey

“Middle schools are the higgest weakn=ss academically in
America,” Midou said. "Theres a lack of comtent knowledge
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in miathematics for teachers.”

The diconnect is particulacly
apparent in Mew [ersex whers
“schoals are being mashed to t=ach
algebra n middle schools, but
t=achers in thos= grades are only
certified 1o teach elementary math,”
Milow said.

T address that. teachers enrolled
in S[MP engage in 200 professional
dﬂElﬂp:l‘l.‘l.Eﬂt hours over 18
months. They will improve theic
math conkent ]r.nmv]zd.g:. l=zrn
that promote critical thinking,
irmprove their commumbication and
t=chnological skills, learn better
assesmmient strategi=s, and gain a
better understanding of adolescert
developrment.

Teachers who complete 5[MF can
apply the graduate credit they eam
toward a certificate in graduate
studies in mathematics education at
Fowan. More than half of the t=ach-
ers who have completed S0P have
enrolled in graduate studies ac the
Unnersinyg Miloa said.

Most importanth theyre using
their knowledge, gained at Bowan, to t=ach - and reach -
South Jersey middle school students.

*1 1umed just about sverything 1 leamed in the program in
my classroom.” said Tobey Realley a sixth-grade math
teacher in Woodbury who completed the program and is
miow pursaing her maseers de=gree at Bowan.

“Through mor use of manipulatnes in the classroom, my
studenis began to understand, without my telling them, the
relmance of the math skills they were learning. Since com-
pleting the program, 1 Jove teaching math so rouch more and
I =] miore comdortable and competent in the classroom.”

Bealleys experiences are in line with Milous indtal
r=search findings on the effectheness of S]ME which show
significant increases in teachers’ understanding of mathe-
matics concepts and in t=acher mstouctional practices.

For Mlow, words with S[MP helps keep him up-to-spesd
with challenges and changes facing mathematics teachers,
which he then shares with his own students who plan
teaching caresrs. #
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