?????é;??ﬁ%i?????
R 2¢ 2009" OVQ

&~

The following items will be collected for Troops Overseas
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o Cash o work gloves

o beef jerky o deodorant

o Slim Jims o liquid soap

o dental floss o shower gels

o Cotton swabs o body wash

o disposable razors o Wet Wipes

o bandages o trail mix

o crackers o hard candy

o cookies, (Oreos) o gum

o Granola/Power Bars o mints

o Tasty Cakes o hot chocolate mixes
o plastic storage bags o calling cards

o canned meats o Stationery

o coffee (instant) o pens or pencils
o creamers (powder) o Frisbees

o drink mixes (Kool Aid) o jump ropes

o Chap Stick o sports items

o disposable cameras o footballs

o soup; Raman Noodles o playing cards
o Ssocks o board games
o hats (knit) o mixed nuts

o foot powder o Sweat pants/shirts.
o Dinty Moore dinners

The Office of Service Learning, Volunteerism
And Community Engagement and the Pitman Manor Senior
Living Facility
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I'm finally back from another round of
battlefield circulation. The Marines continue
to remain in high spirits considering where
we are during this time of the year. I think
the most frustrating thing for them is the
lack of enemy activity out here. These guys
have trained so hard to kill or capture them
and they are nowhere to be found, at least
in our Area of Responsibility. I try to explain
to them that this is a good thing but they
are so motivated and want to do their jobs,
they just want to find some bad guys. I
can't blame them I was the same way
during the first Gulf War.

The weather is definitely getting a lot colder
and it also changes pretty quick at times.
One of our convoys was delayed 1.5 hours
and then canceled due to it. Sitting down
all that time in a cramped vehicle is no fun.
I felt really bad for the turret gunners
because they were getting beat up by the
sand storm. Several flights were delayed or
canceled too, some of the guys were
stranded for several days at one of the
camps trying to make it back. I'd have to
say the worst part of being out here is the
traveling to and from each location.
Christmas was the half way point so
hopefully there won't be too many more
crappy travels left.

I came back to a lot of mail and the things
you sent were great. Thank you
50000000000 much, the Marines were
extremely grateful. You have helped us thru
a tough time out here. Thanks again.

As with every long trip I've come back to a
lot of work so I need to get busy. I hope
you had a Merry Christmas and have a
Happy New Year. I should be back on the
road shortly after the New Year.

Semper Fidelis,

Sergeant Major Charles M. Kurz
Al Asad

2D ANGLICO, DET A

UNIT 76655

FPO AE 09509-6655

DSN 318-3412-461

Charles.Kurz@aa.mnf-wirag.usmc.mil

"Always Professional, Never Personal”
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From: JR Ross [mailto:skydivejive@yahoo.com]

Sent: Thursday, December 13, 2007 1:04 PM

To: cowboy_ii2000@yahoo.com; aprildaisy60@yahoo.com; sbutler@pm-umh.org
Subject: Hello from Iraq

Hello from Baghdad Irag! My name is Staff Sergeant Ross ( JR ROSS) and | just recieved a box here in the mail from a group of you. |
want to thank you and that it really means alot recieveing packages and knowing that we have people like yourselves supporting us.

I myself am married to my Highschool sweetheart, and we haev 3 beautiful children( 2 boys Jordan 8, and Logan 6 and a daughter
Elizabeth Jayde 6 months old). Currently we reside in FORT RILEY Kansas and we attend Trinity United Methodist church. | looke forward
to the day | get to come back home to my family. Another 4 months or so hopefully. Well | hope to hear back soon. Take Care and GOD
BLESS.

SSG JAMES ROSS
US ARMY INFANTRY
BAGHDAD IRAQ

----- Original Message-----

From: Metcalf, Wesley L SSG MIL USA [mailto:wesley.metcalf@us.army.mil]
Sent: Thursday, December 27, 2007 7:03 AM

To: cowboy_ii2000@yahoo.com; aprildaisy60@yahoo.com; sbutler@pm-umh.org
Subject: Thank you

To the Residents, Faculty, Friends, and Teens at Pitman Manor,

My name is SSG Wesley Metcalf and | was born and raised in EIk Twp NJ. | am serving in the Active Duty Army based out of FT Bragg
North Carolina and currently deployed to the Philippines. | have been in the Philippines since July of 2007 and look forward to returning to
FT Bragg NC in January 2008. | am the Communications chief for my unit and pervade FM Radio, AM Radio, Telephone and Automation
(Computer) communications for my unit.

I would like to extend a thank you on behalf of my unit, fellow Soldiers and myself for the gifts that you at Pitman Manor have graciously
given to me and my fellow Soldiers. The several boxes of treats, gifts, and personal items were greatly appreciated and were a big
surprise; | received them on the 26th of December and have shared the contents with fellow Soldier members.

I would like to say that your program is a special program and | hope will continue for many years to come, opportunities like this do not
come very often or often enough that gives our elderly folk a chance to share their vast knowledge with the upcoming younger generation.
Information, ideals and tales of past is a great source to keep traditions going, start new traditions, and to pass along lessons learned. We
thank you for your continued support, thoughts and prayers and look forward to returning home soon.

Thank you again

Sincerely

Wesley L.Metcalf

SSG USA

97TH CA BN (ABN)

F Co. Communications Chief

----- Original Message -----

From: <william.quinnette@auab.centaf.af.mil>

To: <cowboy_ii2000@yahoo.com>; <aprildaisy60@yahoo.com>; <sbutler@pm-umh.org>
Sent: Sunday, December 09, 2007 4:45 PM

Subject: package

Hello,

My name is SSgt William Quinnette, | recently received a package from your program and wish to express my sincere gratitude. | grew up
in Pennsville, NJ and I'm very glad to see some things from home while currently deployed to Southwest Asia. | work in the munitions
career field in the Air Force. Everyone here is extremely thankful for the support and kindess of people like you, without which it would
make our jobs much harder. So from everyone here at the 379th Munitions Flight, THANK YOU.

Sincerely,



SSgt William F. Quinnette

From: Tavano GySgt Jason (2/8 Radio Cheif)
[mailto:tavanoj@ar.mnf-wirag.usmc.mil]

Sent: Tuesday, December 18, 2007 7:00 AM

To: cowboy_ii2000@yahoo.com; aprildaisy60@yahoo.com;
sbutler@pm-umh.org

Subject: [U] Any Soldier GySgt Tavano

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

To the Fine People of Pitman Manor

Good day to you. | wanted to take this time to e-mail you
and tell you how much I/we appreciate your support in
what we do. The packages we received were very useful.
Within 5 minutes of opening the package all the items
were distributed, actually they were taken. We can not
thank you enough for taking the time to do this for us,
especially during the holiday season. It is tough for us to
be away but we have each other and all of you supporting
us. It1a great feeling receiving mail, especially from
someone you don’t even know. We get so motivated when
it is mail day. Even a little letter makes our day. We don’t
have the comforts of home but believe me we have it
made. We live in trailers that have AC/Heater, a bed,
linen, a locker to store our gear and we get all the stuff left
from past units. | myself have a fridge, a microwave a tv
and a playstation game to keep me busy.

The days are nice and the nights are cool. There has been
very little action here and that is a great thing, it shows
progress. The people are taking over there towns and
cities. Hopefully we will be out of here soon. My day
consist of getting up at 7 for physical training at the gym or
run depends on how | feel. | get an energy drink and
come to work by 10. | leave around 7 or 8 pm and just
hang with the Marines. We play computer games and just
chat or watch tv shows that people sent to us. Most of my
time | spend on the computer here at work. It is slow, but
when we get moving it takes up time and also makes it go
faster.

Once again | wanted to say Thank you! From the bottom
of our hearts, we really appreciate it.

Always
Jason Tavano
GySgt USMC

GySgt Jason Tavano

2/8 District IP Comm Rep

E-mail: tavanoj@ar.mnf-wiraq.usme.mil
Voip: 696-5130

DSN: 3440-613

"Without Comm, We are just Camping"

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED

If this e-mail is marked FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY it may be exempt from
mandatory disclosure under FOIA. DoD 5400.7R, "DoD Freedom of
Information Act Program", DoD Directive 5230.9, "Clearance of DoD
Information for Public Release", and DoD Instruction 5230.29, "Security and
Policy Review of DoD Information for Public Release" apply.
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2008 Packed with Love from Pitman Manor — Thank you cards and letters from the

soldiers



