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Minor Curricular Change

1.

Details:

a.) Change course description, add prerequisite, and change course
level from 200 to 300. New description:

1506.3xx 3¢
Argumentation and Debate
(Prerequisite: 1506.202 or permission of the instructor)

This course focuses on the principles and techniques
of argumentative speaking and formal debating. Students study
types and tests of evidence and reasoning, and develop skills in
logical persuasion, cross examination, intensive research, case
preparation, and critical listening.

b.) Sponsor: Dr. Edward J. Streb
Rationale:

a.) Need:

These changes clean up the old "run-on" catalog description, and
eliminate the reference to "the college's debate program" (which has
not existed in over 13 years). The prerequisite makes certain that
students entering this course are adequately prepared for such an
intensive course (there has always been an "unwritten" prerequisite
anyway—few students who have not completed Public Speaking
would attempt to take this course unless they were seriously
misadvised). Finally, the change to the 300 level more accurately
reflects the compiexity of this course. It is considerably more
difficuit than any of our 200 level courses.

b.) Curricular Effect:

There is no significant curricular effect. Students in our Speech
Communication minor who are required to take at least one
"elective” course at the 300 level or above will now have one
additional course to choose from.

Results of Consultation:

a.) The Speech/Theatre/Dance Department has unanimously
endorsed this proposal.



