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Title: Art Education for the Preschool Child: Elective
Department: Ars
Sponsor: Art Education Committee, Dr. wWright (with Dr. Dempsey)

Essence of Course

. Level: Undergraduate

. Semester hours credit: Three (3)

. Course Level: Junior and Senior Level

t.  Prerequisites: 2001.101. General Pgychology; or, 2009.211, Child
Psychology; or, 1305.300, The Pre-School Child

5. This course will supplement those to be taken by students training
to become art teachers, pre-school teachers, and elementary school
teachers. As such, it will provide background information on the
developmert and growth of art ability.

6. As a supplement, this course should be implemented alorig with the

other proposed courses for trairing art teachers...(will be offered

only on an alternating basis). «ilf: . ,. /. Gy e yz
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Other Information

L. Members of the present staff are adequately trained to present the
contents of' this course. Dr. Albert Dempsey, an adjunct faculty
member for the past three years, is considered to be a specialist
in this area.

2, Journals and boolits on the current list of library heldings are
sufficient for the readings which students will be expected to make.
Future additions of books dealing with characteristic art activities
of' the yourg child will be suggested for library purchase.

3. Existing departmental teaching Tacilities are more than adequate for
the lecture presentations and some studio activity on whieh the course

is to be based.

i, The body of irformation which this course will present represents a
totally unique offering to art education and early childhood education
instruction for teachers. The student will have access to information
relating the characteristic behavior of the young chiid to the formative
statements he makes routinely through actions in, and reactions to his
environment. Productivity with art materials, creating art statements,
per se, will be considered in relation to this other behavior, and the
developing intellect.

5. Specific Objectives:

a. This course will permit the student to identify early creative
tendencies of young children.

b. This course will permit the st:dent to develop topics and nethodology
for teaching art to preschool children.

¢. This course will permit the student to strengthen nis methodology
for the teaching of art subsequent to the preschool level.
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Rationale:

All educators agree to the advantages of early childhood education.
Looking at art education course offerings, however, it would appear
that one of the most valuable periods for education has been overlooked
in the training of art teachers; and one of the most productive areas
for learning is not receiving the emvhasis it deserves in early child-
hood studies for prospective teachers. This course offering could
remedy this situation. It would also most certainly complete the
blocik of course offerings which is being proposed as a revision of

the art education curriculum.

Congnultations:

Several educators who are actively involved with the development of
preschool education and art education curricula were contacted for

the purpose of obtaining their opinions of a course offering and
teacher training as proposed here. All of the individuals listed
below were overwhelmingly enthusiastic about the prospects of such

a course offering, and the fact that it would be conveniently available
at a New Jersey college. They expressed a general opinion of the
value of this course for students, much in keeping with the afore-
mentioned Rationale, and plan to counsel individuals to enroll for
instruction in this course.

Ruth Creehan., Director
Title I Preschool Program. Cherry Hill Schools, Cherry Hill, N.J.

Charlotte Garman, Preschool Education Consultant
Department of Education, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Sandy Jorgenson, Director
Early Childhood Education Center, Glassboro State College, Glassboro, N.J.

Katherine Loewve, Director
Singer Early Childhood Learning Center, Cherry Hill, N.J.

Clyde McGeary, Art Education Consultant
Department of Education, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania

Peggy Young. Assistant Teacher

Early Childhood Education Center, Glassboro State College, Glassboro, Ii.J.
Art for the Preschool Child - Topic Qutline

1. Behavioral factors influencing creative acts

2. Behavioral processes permitting creative acts
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Characteristics of early child art

Descriptive studies of early child art

Experimental studies on early child art

Theories on the development of child art

Areas of developuent of child art

Creative process influences on early child art development
Sequence of develomment of early child art

Art theorists' positions on an early art education
Current types of preschool art activities

Research methods for study of early child art

Developing a course of study for art in the preschool progran
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